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52202211 : MAJOR : THAI
KEY WORD : CREATIVITY/COMEDY/KING RAMA VI

PAWARIS MINA : KING RAMA VI'S CREATIVITIES ON COMEDY ADAPTATIONS
OF FRENCH COMEDIES. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC.PROF. KANYARAT VECHASAT. 383 pp.

The objectives of this thesis is to analyze the structure, humor creation and the
concepts evident in comedies written and adapted by His Majesty King Rama VI from French
comedy plays. The analysis of the structure reveals that His Majesty King Rama VI preserved
the original main plot and theme of the plays but adjusted some details to fit Thai social
context. As for the number of characters in the plays, His Majesty King Rama VI adjusted it by
using 3 methods: keeping the original number of characters, increasing the number of
characters and decreasing the number of characters. In naming the characters, His Majesty
implemented 6 strategies: using the original name, coming up with an entirely new name,
formulating names similar in pronunciation to the source material, naming the character by
translating its original name, using names that denote occupation, nobiliary rank or position
and naming the characters by their major trait or characteristics. His Majesty also retained the
characteristics and traits of each character from the original plays. As for scenic design and
setting, His Majesty used 3 strategies: deleting, creating new design and setting, and
adjusting. The analysis of the plays’ humor reveals that His Majesty used 6 strategies:
language used in the play, irony, breaking the fourth wall, the amplification and exaggeration
of a character’s trait, satire and comedic action of the characters. His Majesty created
humor’s dialogue by explanation to fit Thai social context which is humoral more than French
Comedy plays. Finally, there are 6 major concepts tangible in the plays, namely the concept
of social roles, virtue and behavior, occupations, gentlemanly, choosing a spouse and
education and etiquette.

This thesis revealed the highest creativity of His Majesty King Rama VI was an
expertise in Thai, French and Drama. His majesty also adjusted some dramatic details to fit
Thai social context by interpretation. At that time, His majesty promoted Drama, a new
performance, to Thai. Moreover, His majesty used drama as a strategic to promote something
and educate Thai people.

Department of Thai Graduate School, Silpakorn University
Student's SIgNature ..........cccceeevviveeeeniiiieeeens Academic Year 2013
Thesis AdViSOr's SIgNature .........cccccevvvveerenniiieee e
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