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K40415005 : MAJOR : HISTORY OF SOUTHEAST ASIA
KEY WORD : ANCIENT KHMER MONARCHY

APINUN SONGKRAO : ANCIENT KHMER MONARCHY. MASTER'S REPORT
ADVISOR : WINAI PONGSRIPEAN, Ph.D. 212 pp. ISBN 974-653-139-5.

This dissertation is a study of the various aspects of ancient Khmer kingship. It
discusses theories postulated for state formation and the development of ancient
Cambodia, and the conception of Khmer monarchy both before and after the advent of
Indian cultural influences. It also treats of the Khmer monarchy as an institution which was
the centre of political manoeuvering and sacred ceremonies.

The study reveals that the development of the ancient Khmer empire was
determined by the following important factors : geographical conditions, technological
achievements, polulation diversity and extraneous influences. As elsewhere in South East
Asia, Indianisation played a critical-role in the cultural and political developments-of ancient
Cambodia. Indian political notions contributed to the transformation of Cambodia’s tribal
community into a highly organised state. The Khmer peoples were indebted to ancient
Indian culture in so far as their political concepts, religious syncreticism, concept of
kingship, Sanskrit literary works, and legal traditions based on the Law of Manu were
concerned. However, in the final analysis, ancient Indian culture took a peculiar form
because its essence was modified in such a way that it was in accord wiith indigenous

beliefs and traditions.
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