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Chapter 1 

Introduction 

Background of the study 

Tha Rae Community or Ban Tha Rae (local name) is based in Tha Rae 

sub-district municipality (thesaban tambon) in Mueang Sakon Nakhon district. This 

community is over 130 years old, established by a group of French missionaries, led 

by Father Xavier Guego and a Vietnamese Catechist Mr. Thun. A promised land for 

many groups of people who came under their pastoral. Among may include the 

people who escaped from Vietnam forces in the defeated city of Vietnam, particularly 

Vietnamese, Phu-Tai and native tribes. 

Presently, there are several heritage evidences reflecting uniqueness and 

authenticity of Tha Rae community. The community's characteristics are distinctive 

and noticeably different from others in the region that was mainly Buddhist 

communities. This is primarily due to the ethnic diversity under a strong foundation 

and intensively continuous influence of Catholic beliefs since its early settlement. 

Tangible heritage includes: firstly the layout of community planning in grid-pattern 

around the heart of the community. St. Michael Archangel Cathedral that reflects the 

planning _principles of the occidental world. Which was originally introduced by the 

French Priest, named Father Joseph Combourieu, then was appointed as the head of 

Michael's Church in 1885. Secondly, a mixture of types and styles of vernacular 

architecture which has high heritage values. Lastly, lake side scenic area, landscape 

zone with a park and a promenade at the south of the community offerings many 

spectacular panoramic views of Nong Ham Lake, Sakon Nakhon City and Phu Phan 

Mountain Range. Moreover, there are several intangible heritages where such reveals 

a strong relationship between the ways of life and the Catholic ideology from their 

day-to-day activities. During special religious events throughout a year, events like, 
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the "from birth to death" ceremonies, the Ecclesial community ceremony, the Pasqua 

and Easter ceremony and the December 24th Christmas Star Parade Festival. 

Statement and significance of the problem 

Addressing the radically different needs of the tourist, who is travelling to 

seek experiences, and the community, that seeks some potential benefit from the 

traveler, poses the greatest challenge for tourism in general and for cultural tourism in 

particular (du Cross, 2002). It is increasingly appreciated as a positive force for 

cultural and heritage tourism. Cultural and heritage tourism focuses on the 

characteristics of tourists who visit cultural and heritage destinations. It has become a 

major focus area in the tourism industry because of people's inclination to seek 

adventure, traditional culture, history, archaeology and interaction with local people 

(Hollinshead, 1993). In the case of tourist destination choice, a tourist is assumed to 

compare the utility they expect to obtain from visiting a particular destination and 

chooses the one with the greatest expected utility. According t~ the background of 

Tha Rae has strong potential developing as tourism destination because of their own 

history, culture, traditions, ways of living, architectures, and the access these include 

the immigration of Catholic Vietnamese people who settle in the community. 

Furthermore, the area is the largest settlement of Catholic community in Thailand. 

Tha Rae has people of Thai and Vietnamese origin but the people live 

together in harmony. Additionally, the cultural landscape of this place, with its high 

significance which consists of historic value, aesthetic value, social value and spiritual 

value, has a great potential to conserve and interpret as a visitor attraction for cultural 

tourism. Therefore, the management plan of Tha Rae should reveal a way of 

protecting and encouraging ways of life based on traditional modes to the new 

generation as a way of safeguarding living history. 

However, tourism at the community from the past until today is solely 

operated by the local residents. It has not been seriously promoted as a cultural 

heritage tourist attraction. Presently, it has no system to manage the site in order to 

serve tourists as well as safeguarding the authenticity of the community. 

No management system is in place to address the negative impacts such as built 
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environmental problems and changes in functions of houses. Therefore to 

approaches cultural landscape management is very essential for Tha Rae 

Community. This comprehensive research is crucial to examine how effectively a 

heritage management and sustainability in Tha Rae community can work. In 

addition, this research will also focus in cultural landscape for the community in 

order to be an effective guideline to determine cultural mapping and operations 

subsequently including the participation of stakeholders and combine these to be an 

effective model. 

Goals and objectives 

The research aims to provide an in-depth study in the context of Tha Rae 

Community and to identify how this community is integrated with its surroundings. 

In doing so, a study on how the cultural landscape has given a "sense of place" to the 

community will be undertaken, as well as an analysis of the factors leading to the 

creation of a management of historic site and its cultural landscape. The goal and 

objectives of this research can be described as follows: 

1. To address the role of the cultural landscape in the operation of tourism 

at Tha Rae Community. 

2. Set up a cultural landscape management plan and interpretation 

guideline for Tha Rae Community to sustain cultural and natural together with 

tourism. 

3. To encourage the suitable guidelines for undertake cultural mapping in 

the community. 

4. To promote Tha Rae Community as a tourism destination. 

Research Questions 

1. To what extent does the Tha Rae Community have potential to attract 

tourist? 

2. What were essential factors that shaped the community cultural 

landscape to what it is in the present? 
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3. To what are the key values of Tha Rae Community relevant to the 

sustainability in term of cultural landscape management as tourism destination? 

Answers to these questions could possibly assist in relating local people to 

greater understanding of their own "cultural landscape" and "sense of (their own) 

place" which could educationally, culturally and economically benefit to their 

community as a whole. 

Scope and Method of Study 

Scope of Study Content 

The research topic focuses on: 

1. Target group: divided into three groups of stakeholders consisting of 

local residents, private and government agencies, and visitors/tourists. 

2. Investigation and exploration: this addresses both tangible and 

intangible heritage values. Tangible includes structures, buildings, and so on. 

Intangible involve culture, way oflife, beliefs, and other related aspects. 

3. Cultural Landscape Boundaries: The cultural landscape boundary is 

focused in Tha Rae sub-district municipality which has 5 villages No. (Moo) are 

Village No. 1, Village No. 3, Village No. 6, Village No. 7 and Village No. 8 located 

near Nong Ham Lake, approximately twenty kilometres from Sakon Nakhon City. 

Figure 1: Location of Tha Rae 

(Adapted from Tha Rae Sub-district municipality border map) 
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Research Methodology 

To meet the study's the objectives; the research methodology for this 

dissertation comprises literature review, quantitative methods, and especially 

qualitative methods. These will be used in order to gather various data for analysis 

throughout the research, including, comparative case studies and in-depth data 

analysis. These methods will be used wherever appropriate and effective. The 

research can be divided into steps as follows: 

Research instrument 

1. Analyse the information about the cultural landscape community and 

tourism of Sakon Nakhon and international sources have been searched, collected, 

and documented for analysis and to find the most effective procedure for cultural 

tourism and cultural landscape. 

2. Existing map for on-site survey and note-taking of existing condition 

3. Prepared questionnaires for the in-depth interview of selected cultural 

landscape (Social, way of life and physical environments). An in;-depth interview will 

be introduced into the research. Not only the local people and visitors, but also 

stakeholders from other places will be interviewed. Questionnaires will be used in 

this study to collect general data. They will attempt to find out the opinions of the 

locals and visitors on how Tha Rae Community Cultural Landscape should be 

managed. Questionnaires will include demographic questions of age, sex, profession, 

nationality and interests. 

Data Collection 

1. Primary data; in order to achieve the objectives of the study, this 

research will focus on qualitative and quantitative methods concerning in part a 

descriptive analysis of data obtained from site survey and observation to explore and 

investigate the existing architecture, heritage, way of life and the context of the site, 

thereby collecting and assessing information on the potential for cultural tourism. 

2. Secondary data; there are collected from books, reports, newspapers, 

local records, statistic records, journals, maps and site plan. 
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Data Analysis 

During the research phase a large amount of data was collected for 

analysis. These data range from original or historic literature, original illustration 

from academic books, national archive, online resources from internet, on-site survey, 

on-site observation, in-depth interview. The data will be analyzed manually by 

content analysis. These methods will provide synthesized information being useful 

for this dissertation. 

Anticipated Benefit of Research Outcome 

1. Heritage values of Tha Rae community in term of cultural landscape 

revealed to all stakeholders, and enhanced conservation awareness as well as 

realization and appreciation oftourism in Sakon Nakhon. 

2. This research will be beneficial for Tha Rae municipality and other 

municipality to acknowledge and understand the community's point of view and 

requirements for satisfying the needs of the community. 

3. The Cultural Mapping in Tha Rae community can be the guideline as a 

model to other community 

4. Recommendation of a culture landscape management plan, conservation 

plan, interpretation plan and tourism management plan will be helpful for the Tha Rae 

Municipality to promote Tha Rae community as a tourist attraction. 



Chapter 2 

Review of Related Literature 

In this chapter the primary and secondary data for Tha Rae Community, 

Sakon Nakhon Province approach to Sustainable Cultural Landscape Management 

will be reviewed, the information of which can be separated into four issues: firstly, 

the definition and criteria of cultural landscape; second, the uses of cultural mapping 

as a tool for cultural landscape management; third, to understand the Sustainable 

Tourism Development; and, last, Related researches. 

What is cultural landscape 

Environmental awareness has become one of the maJor motors of 

contemporary thought and social action. To its development . has contributed the 

anthropological perspective which has always questioned the limits between 

humanity and nature, to expose the deep imbrications existing between culture and 

ecosystems. We could not understand people's individual and social life if we 

disregard the environment in which they are immersed, that is, socially and culturally 

constructed spaces inhabited by them. Thus, a genuinely anthropological approach 

must analyze human intention and action in the context of permanent and mutually 

conditioning interaction between people and their socio-physical environment 

(Ingold: 2005, 53; Alvarez Munamz: 2005, 413; Abeland Stepp: 2003; Hirsch and 

O'Hanlon: 2003; Lehmann: 2007, 152; Velasco Mahillo: 2008, 319; lranzo: 2008, 34; 

Antrop: 2009, 173). In this comprehensive way of perceiving the territory, 

anthropologists are aware of the need to clearly define the historical man environment 

relationship eliminating the ethnocentrism and colonialism which traditionally 

characterized cultural ecology toward a multidisciplinary cooperation. In this 

collaborative work, key questions to be asked are very simple: what type of 

environment should be preserved, by whom and for whom. And in order to answer 

7 
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we must clearly establish "which paradigms, which assumptions, which research 

programmes, must be shared to ease the necessary communication research" (Fisher 

and Feinman, 2005: 62-63 ; Millennium Ecosytem Assessment, 2005: 98; Plumwood, 

2006: 120; Aparici, 2006: 317). In order to avoid this fragmentation and unify 

theories that may serve to model, prove and offer alternative future proposals, our 

discipline has recovered a category which is fertile when interpreting the meaning 

territory should have for society's members: "Cultural Landscape". 

The term "cultural landscapes" has broadly been used, with different 

places in different contexts. However, its use is commonly known that there must be 

the correlation between the culture which is occurred and is based on nature. 

Chronologically, The Hoi An Protocols for the best Conservation Practice in Asia 

(UNESCO Bangkok 2009) gives the definition of Cultural Landscape as "A cultural 

landscape is a geographic area, including both cultural and natural resources and the 

wildlife or domestic animals therein, associated with a historic event, activity, person 

or exhibiting other cultural or aesthetic values" and there are three types of cultural 

landscapes. The first type is landscape designed and created int~ntionally by human 

beings This embraces garden and parkland landscapes constructed for aesthetic 

reasons, which are often, but not always, associated with religious buildings and 

ensembles. The second category is the organically evolved landscape, a relic or living 

landscape that results from an initial social, economic, administrative, and/or religious 

imperative and has developed its present form by association with and in response to 

its natural environment. Such landscapes reflect that process of evolution in their 

form and ·component features. The final category is the associative cultural landscape. 

The value of such landscapes is in the powerful religious, artistic or cultural 

associations of its natural element rather than in its material aspects, which may be 

insignificant or even absent. 

The UNESCO clarified that cultural landscapes represent the "combined 

works of nature and of man". They are illustrative of the evolution ofhuman society 

and settlement over time, under the influence of the physical constraints and/or 

opportunities presented by their natural environment and of successive social, 

economic and cultural forces, both external and internal. "Cultural landscapes" 

embraces a diversity of manifestations of the interaction between humankind and its 
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natural environment. Moreover, cultural landscapes often reflect specific techniques 

of sustainable land-use, considering the characteristics and limits of the natural 

environment they are established in, and a specific spiritual relation to nature. 

Hence, protection of cultural landscapes can contribute to modem techniques of 

sustainable land-use and can maintain or enhance natural values in the landscape. 

The continued existence of traditional forms of land-use supports biological diversity 

in many regions of the world. The protection of traditional cultural landscapes is 

therefore helpful in maintaining biological diversity. 

However, the US National Park Service (1997) gave a slightly different 

definition of cultural landscape as a geographic area, including both cultural and 

natural resources and the wildlife or domestic animals therein, associated with a 

historic event, activity, or person, or that exhibits other cultural or aesthetic values. 

Ken Taylor and Kirsty Altenburg (2006) agree with the notion that places 

or landscapes reflecting everyday ways of life, the way people create places, and the 

sequence or rhythm of life over time are significant. They tell the story of people, 

events and places through time, offering a sense of continuity, ~ sense of stream of 

time. They also offer a cultural context for cultural heritage. Taylor (2009) also gave 

the description about cultural landscapes as follows : 

We are surrounded by the landscapes that people have settled, modified or 

altered over time. These landscapes are cultural landscapes, the everyday 

landscapes which surround us and in which we conduct our activities. They are the 

result of human intervention in the natura/landscape and present a record of human 

activity human values and ideologies. In this way they do not simply represent 

physical changes brought about by human intervention. They also represent 

evidence of material culture manifested in the landscape and thereby reflect human 

relationships with our surrounds. They are an inextricable and coherent part of our 

intellectual and cultural background. 

The character of the landscape thus reflects the values of the people who 

have shaped it, and who continue to live in it. Culture itself is the shaping force. 

Landscape is a cultural expression that does not happen by chance but is created by 

design as a result of our ideologies (Taylor, 2009). For cultural landscape studies, 

there are six key issues to be considered 
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1. Landscapes area clue to culture: they tell a story which can be 

interpreted and read. 

2. Existence of continuity in the landscape: they present a composite 

tmage (montage) rather than separate dots on a map approach, i.e. everything is 

connected. 

3. They represent inter-relationships between places, events, people and 

setting over time. 

4. Existence oflayers of change over time. 

5. They are significant reminders of the past: they contain elements that 

are part of our collective and private memories. 

6. They reveal social histories and can arouse associative values (related to 

knowledge of past events, people and places) and interpretative values. 

The concept of setting is critical to for the understanding and appreciation 

of the cultural landscape idea, as it was stated in the 15th General Assembly and 

Scientific Symposium ofiCOMOS held at Xi'an, China in October 2005 that: 

Setting is not just about physical protection; it may have . cultural or social 

dimension. Tools need to acknowledge both the tangible and intangible aspects of 

setting. They also need to reflect the complexity of ownership, legal structures 

economic and social pressures that impinge on the physical and cultural settings of 

immoveable heritage assets. 
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Figure 2: Protected Landscapes: Protected Areas where People Live, 

(Source: "Protected Landscapes: Protected Areas where People Live" by 

Michale Beresford and Jessica Brown, to be published in 2003.) 
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Cultural landscape in Asia-Pacific: Potential for tilling World Heritage gaps 

This paper is set within the framework of concepts of authenticity and 

increasing interest in the cultural landscape concept in Asia. It proposes that the 

public presentation for tourism needs to understand the sense of continuity and 

interrelationship between people, events, and place through time. It also suggests that 

the concept of world heritage in Asia tends to just focus on monuments and 

archaeological locations, famous architectural ensemble or historic site. However, 

there is a different value system inherent in cultural landscapes and associated 

heritage values. This is because a cultural landscape reflects everyday way of life, 

way people create places through time. The visitor can read landscape as a document 

of human history. This is why cultural landscape is so significant. 

Taylor also gave the example of this topic is Angkor Wat, which 

represents the concept of living history on continuous tradition. As people and 

environment are parts of each other, the cultural landscape is set. Angkor Wat does 

not only present the historical buildings but also the people's ~ay of life, such as 

vernacular houses, craft, traditions, religious ceremonies. A notable example of an 

outstanding cultural landscape in Asia Pacific region is Tana Toraja, in South 

Sulawesi, Indonesia. Tana Toraja is the traditional settlement, which comprise of ten 

settlements and their setting. These include: Pollawa, Bori Parinding, Kande Api, 

Nanggala, Buntu Pune and Rante Karassi, Ke te Kesu, Pala Tokke, Londa, Lemo, and 

Tumakke. There are many prehistory remains found in this living settlement sites. 

They have significance at universal level. Traditional systems of land-use, building, 

and customs at Tana Toraja represent a link with prehistoric living ofNeolithic people 

and Austronesian-speaking and megalithic culture. The presence of this outstanding 

settlement consists of this dwelling (tongkonan), granary (alang), burial place, 

ceremonial ground with menhir, rice field, bamboo forest and pasture for water 

buffalo and pig. Their cultural landscape and traditional practice especially burial 

ceremony is continuously perform and hand over to young generation that never sees 

from anywhere else. Their burial performances identify social status of Toraja 

people. Furthermore, they have way of life and belief related to cosmology that are 



12 

supreme power, god, divine ancestor as the form of house and its components that 

they live is the symbolic of Toraja cosmology. The special traditional technique in 

building timber houses involves the use of tongue and groove. It is a perfect rare 

traditional settlement of the world. It has educational, scientific, artistic and technical 

value. Now, it is a nominated World Heritage Site (February 2005) and is attracting 

increasing numbers of tourists. The present conservation duty is undertaken by local 

community. They repair the heritage every four years. They gradually use the 

modem material to replace the traditional material because it is inexpensive and has 

long lasting such as they use corrugated zinc to replace bamboo as roofing material. 

They also set a foundation to response for maintaining and take care of traditional 

tangible and intangible culture of Toraja. Several programs have been implemented 

for Tana Toraja such as worldwide promotion, the Toraja Cultural festival , internet 

promotion, broadcast audio visual presentation, providing reliable information, 

ecotourism in Tana Toraja, interactive museum, publishing pictorial monograph and 

book, and launching annual Toraja traditional art market. The management ofToraja 

property must be undertaken under the republic of Indonesia Act ~umber 511992. The 

authority departments are as the following; 

• Deputy of History and Archaeology, Ministry of Culture and Tourism 

ofthe Republic oflndonesia 

• The office of Archaeological Heritage Conservation in Makassar 

• The Tana Toraja Regency Office of Tourism, Art and Culture Local 

Foundation ofthe nominated site. 

All circumstances of restoration and rehabilitation of Toraja property must 

be compatible with international standards of cultural heritage and traditional 

conservation techniques. Sources of funding for conserving and managing Toraja 

culture come from both central and local government. 

Cultural Landscapes in Thailand 

Recently In Thailand, The Ministry of Culture had informed the term and 

definition of "Cultural Landscapes" both local and central government agencies. 

In December 2010, The sub commission of conservation and development of cultural 

heritage in Thailand (Sub CDCH) in the Commission of Religion, Merit, Morality, 
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Arts & Culture, Senate (RMMAC) together with ICOMOS Association of Thailand 

had developed a draft Thailand Charter for Cultural Heritage Management and 

prepare to apply for the whole country and after will send to UNESCO through 

ICOMOS International Committee for declaration. Their definition of the term of 

"Cultural Landscape" is very interesting. Thailand Charter on the Management of 

Cultural Heritage Site (3rd Commission Office, Secretary to Senate Office. 2010: 18) 

give meaning of cultural landscape is the geography had been affected by human 

intervention and changed the natural landscape. This imprint indicated the 

relationship between human and nature and reflected human's way of living, belief 

and religious faith where formed the unique identity through time. 

In Thailand, the concept of cultural landscape is relatively new, especially 

in its cultural conservation aspect. The aspect of each cultural landscape depends on 

geographical difference and its setting. According to Sirisrisak and Akagawa (2005), 

explain that cultural landscapes in Thailand demonstrate the way of life, 

understanding on nature, and religious belief of local people. They divided some 

major types of cultural landscape in Thailand as follows: 

1. Forest and community is a place that reveals the relationship between 

forest and people not only as source of food, water, and herbal medicine and so on, 

but also the sacred place for the community. 

2. Religious place is a sacred place normally surrounded by the 

community. For instance Santa Cruz Church is located at the center of Kudijeen 

community. The relationship between church, site, and local people is highly 

cohesive; therefore local people realize the duty to preserve the church. They have a 

custom to present their valuable treasure to the church and always organize religious 

events all year round, especially the parade of the Holy Cross, as will be described 

following. 

3. Rice fields can reflect a unique culture in Thailand. In the past, when 

farmers needed to cultivate the rice field, they invited villagers to help them. This 

cultivation encouraged opportunities for villagers to have some social activities such 

as dancing with folk music. 
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4. Salt farm is one of the unique activities in Thailand. The location of the 

salt farm needs to be close to seawater, such as in Samutsongkram and Samutsakom 

provinces where there are the largest salt farms in the world. The components of a 

salt farm include waterwheel, farm, and warehouse. A salt warehouse is built as a 

local bamboo or wooden structure joined together with rattan strips. This vernacular 

warehouse reflects to Thai local wisdom. 

5. Water-based community is the settlement of local people along both 

natural and irrigation canals. In the past, when the land road system was 

underdeveloped, canals were used for transportation and the activities of daily life 

such as a floating market and boat racing. Local people usually built wooden houses 

in a traditional style at the river bank. Behind the house, the inner land is the orchard 

for tropical fruit farming. Trees in the orchard are a mixture of various kinds of plants 

such as chili, basil, mango, and banana and so on. Local people learn how to plant 

and maintain their orchard from their ancestors, and thus a place where humans have 

been involved for hundreds of years becomes a historic site. 

Assessing the significance of cultural landscapes 

Significance assessment is the first stage of the heritage conservation 

process. According to The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural 

Significance defines significance as follows (Australia ICOMOS 2013), cultural 

significance is defined in term of aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual 

values for past, present of future generations. Cultural significance is embodied in the 

place itseif, its fabric, setting, uses, associations, meanings, records, related places and 

related objects. Cultural significance is a concept or criterion for assessing the value 

of a place or site, which includes the area, land, landscape, buildings or other works, 

groups of building or other works, and may include components, spaces, and views. 

The places that are likely to be significant are those which help an understanding of 

the past or enrich the present and will be of value to future generation. This charter 

has defined criteria for assessing the values of natural and cultural significance, and 

the meaning of these values, as explained following: 

Aesthetic value: is a value that includes aspects of sensory perception for 

which criteria can and should be stated. Such criteria may include consideration of 



in 
.3/03 
2 S~-o 
010 15 

the form, scale, color, texture and material of the fabric (such as the physical evidence 

of the landscape); the. _smells and sounds associated with the place and its use. 

Similarly, Costin has noted that cultural heritage can provide an aesthetic, emotional 

experience for the viewer, leading to personal growth and development. 

Historic value: relating to how a place has influenced or been influenced 

by historic figure, event, phase or activity, or whether it was the site of an important 

event. Historic significance is greater where evidence of the association is stronger, 

eg. through survival of evidence in good condition. 

Scientific value: reflecting the importance of the data involved, its rarity, 

quality, or representativeness, and on the degree to which the place may contribute 

further substantial information. 

Social value: embracing the qualities for which a place has become a focus 

of spiritual, political, national or other cultural sentiment to a majority or minority 

group. All the above circumstances must respect the fabric of a place and minimise 

impacts on the significance of the place. 

Spiritual value: as a place of worship, an old church . . Spiritual Values are 

how you represent what you believe in when it comes to religion/Spirituality, and 

sticking to what you believe in without being hypocritical. 

Preservation Planning for Cultural Landscapes 

To safeguard the cultural landscape, we might need to accept unavoidable 

changes as well as try to retain valuable lifestyle as much as we can. If the place can 

maintain ·the cultural value as a part of society it still has significance because of its 

associations. An example is the lifestyle of fishermen in Thailand that has changed to 

use motorboat instead of paddle boat. Though it is basically how we deal with 

'change' recently some fishermen decided not to use motorboat since they could not 

afford the cost of fuel. The government did support the use of conventional way as 

well. Some fishermen who had trouble by using fuel , such as water pollution, started 

to go back to traditional fishing. According to this example, it is forcing people to 

re-think about the conventional lifestyle and how to use resource appropriately. 
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The treatment and management of cultural landscape should also be 

considered in concert with the management of an entire historic property. As a result, 

many other studies may be relevant. They include management plans, interpretive 

plans, exhibit design, historic structures reports, and other. Birnbaum (1992) also 

stated that preservation planning generally involves the following steps: historical 

research; inventory and documentation of existing conditions; site analysis and 

evaluation of integrity and significance; development of a cultural landscape 

preservation approach and treatment plan; development of a cultural landscape 

management plan and management philosophy; the development of a strategy for 

ongoing maintenance; and preparation of a record of treatment and future research 

recommendations. 

Participatory Cultural mapping as a tool for cultural landscape 

Commonwealth of Australia explained that cultural mapping involves a 

community identifying and documenting local cultural resources and encourages 

community groups to diversify the range of cultural products or. activities they have. 

The record should be done in the area, histories, art work, community garden or 

urban, thematic walk, schematic to improve design. Cultural mapping is the record of 

communities memorising and celebrating their own cultural identity and heritage as 

represented in their behaiour, value and aspiration (Commonwealth of Australia, 

1995). 

Cultural mapping is a technique that can be used to define a community's 

cultural activities, capacities, needs and cultural landscape which makes it a useful 

tool. Furthermore, UNESCO Bangkok defined cultural mapping is an approach used 

to identify record and use cultural resources and activities for building 

communities. Communities map what is important to them. For example they map 

what they want to conserve, challenging historical themes, potential tourism sites and 

routes. Cultural mapping develops imaginative thinking and knowledge fusions 

between different aspects of a culture and maximizes the creative potential of a 

community. (UNESCO Bangkok, 2014) 
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UNESCO Bangkok provided more definitions about cultural mapping. 

Maps show how things are related to each other by distance (both horizontal and 

vertical), direction, and size. Cultural mapping shows 

Location - where things are - is the most fundamental geographic concept. 

The first task in geography is to locate places. Maps are the tools needed to 

accomplish this task. 

Place - physical and human characteristics - is another key concept in 

geography. All places on Earth have distinctive characteristics that give them 

meaning and character, and that help distinguish them from other places. 

Relationships - interrelatedness - are a key factor in discovering the 

connections between different phenomena. 

Moreover, there are eight elements of the cultural mapping process which 

are associated with participatory activities, as follows: 

Table 1 Mapping elements and associated participatory processes 

Cultural mapping element Accompanying participatory activity 

1. Determining and setting objective 1. Bring together potenti'al stakeholder to 
discuss possibilities processes, and 
desired outcome. 

2. Preliminary Planning 2. Establish preliminary planning team. 

3. Project Planning 3. Establish project team, plan and assign 
task. 

4. Collecting Information 4. Hold stakeholder meeting/s to discuss 
information collection 

5. Defining outputs 5. Workshop the scope of potential 
outputs/ products. 

6. Managing the project 6. Continuously report progress to 
stakeholders. 

7. Developing products 7. Present prototype output/products to 
stakeholders. 

8. Completing and celebrating 8. Stakeholders review process, outputs, 
considers future opportunities and 
celebrate completions. 
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Sustainable tourism development 

Sustainable tourism development has been brought in the spotlight since 

tourism's interest from sustainable development is logical. Given that this industry 

sells environment for both physical and cultural thus they have to take care of the 

environment to prolong their product life. Sustainability is hard to define due to its 

multidimensional concept that includes the aspects of our natural, cultural and social 

resources while ensuring that biodiversity, ecological and cultural integrity and life 

support systems are maintained. 

Murphy and Price (2005) explained that sustainable development was built 

on the same principle of conservation and stewardship, but it offers a more proactive 

viewpoint that integrates continually economic growth with a more ecological and 

equitable manner. Tourism development intended to generate economic benefits, 

should not be cause the damage of the resources, the physical or natural environment 

and the social fabric of the host community, on which the futur~ of tourism depends 

(Swarbrooke, 1999). Swarbrooke also provided the relationship between sustainable 

tourism and other forms as shown in Figure 3: The relationship between sustainable 

tourism and other forms or concepts of tourism. 
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Figure 3: The relationship between sustainable tourism and other forms or concepts of 

tourism. (Source: adapted from Swarbrooke, p.14 ). 
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Apart from the definition, a code of conduct for sustainable tourism 

development is also stated by various scholars and organisations apply from 

sustainable tourism. In 2004, the UNWTO outlined that sustainable tourism should 

make optional use of environmental resources, respect to socio-cultural authenticity of 

host communities and ensure viable long-term economic operations and provide 

socioeconomic benefits to all stakeholders. Sustainable tourism has seen as the good 

option for tourism development, consideration should be given to the recipients or 

stakeholders of sustainable development because of the diversity of the internet 

involves. 

Cultural and Heritage Management for Tourism 

The words of 'culture' and 'heritage' seem closely similar and sometimes 

used interchangeably. At present, both are used enormously in tourism industry. The 

word "culture" is fundamental concept and covers all human society such as identity, 

belief, ethnic and exclusion. The word "heritage" is much associated with inheritance 

and enables to transfer from the past to present or from one generation to next 

generation. To be able to talk about cultural tourism, culture and tourism should be 

viewed in parallel. Culture, as the highest expression of man's creation, includes a set 

of all material and spiritual values, generated by man's material and spiritual 

intervention in nature, society and thought (Mohorovicic, 1997). Culture, in a narrow 

sense, includes all forms of human expressions through which a person presents his or 

her experience, ideas, and attitudes. Thus, culture consists of structures, sites, people, 

and activities which have the potential to enrich personality, to broaden horizons, to 

increase the general level of culture, and to develop communication. Tourism 

encompasses structures, sites, people and activities. It is a set of phenomena that arise 

as a consequence of people staying in places outside their permanent residence. 

These relations and phenomena are the result of man's activities related to observing, 

experiencing and communicating in natural, social and cultural environments 

(Tomljenovic, 2001). 

Tourism, nowadays, is a powerful issue for people who want to explore 

new places. A new and popular trend of tourism concerns with culture that is cultural 
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tourism which is forced to be engaged with destination, tradition and lifestyles. 

Related to this, to encourage cultures to become more standardized and homogeneous, 

the influence of globalization enables to set up. However there is a problem coming 

with international tourism. The protection of sense of cultural identity needs to be 

preserved both cultural diversity and cultural cosmopolitan from now on. 

The Australian Heritage Commission1 defined the words: Tourism, 

Cultural Tourism and Heritage Tourism as follows: 

• Tourism is the activities of persons travelling to and staying in places 

outside their normal place of residence for pleasure, business holiday, recreation and 

visiting friends and relatives. It is also the business of providing goods and services 

to facilitate such activities. 

• Cultural Tourism is tourism that focuses on the culture of a destination 

the lifestyle, heritage, arts, industries and leisure pursuits of the local population. It 

can include attendance at cultural events, visiting museums and heritage places and 

integrating with local people. In addition, Cultural tourism combines indigenous 

tourism as well. 

• Heritage Tourism is activities and services which provide visitors with 

opportunity to experience, understand and enjoy the special values of natural and 

cultural heritage. 

Cultural Tourism 

· Cultural Tourism is a kind of Tourism. In the past, there is a Mass 

Tourism which could cause problems to a society so that many countries tried to find 

out the new style of tourism. Consequently, the new style of tourism is bases on 

wisdom, creativeness and conservation on the environment like Ecological Tourism 

and Cultural Tourism.2 Cultural tourism concerns architecture and community. 

1 Australian Heritage Commission. Australian historic themes: a 
framework for use in heritage assessment and management/Australian Heritage 
Commission The Commission, Canberra: 
http://www.ahc.gov.au/publications/generalpubs/framework/ index.html2001 

2Charvit Kasetsiri, Thai Way: Cultural Tourism, Bangkok: Amarin 
Printing and Publishing, 2540, pp: 8. 
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Similar to natural resources, architecture is important because it shows community's 

history and it could attract numerous tourists. Today tourism is a kind of complex 

inserted activities. It is concerned with many factors such as economy, society, 

politics, education, and environment and so on. It is, thus, necessary to find the 

balance among these kinds of factors to enhance tourism and to benefit tourism, 

tourists and locals. 

In order to explain the concept of cultural tourism we need to connect the 

two terms: culture and tourism. They have many elements in common. If, for this 

purpose, we consider only manmade values in tourism, and if we leave aside for the 

moment natural values, the common areas of culture and tourism are the spaces and 

phenomena that people have been shaping, which reflect human creativity and 

interest. What is essentially different is the place of action. People can participate in 

culture everywhere, in all spaces, while tourism has its defined areas, outside the 

visitor's place of residence. With the presence of natural beauty and richness, with 

high-quality communication connections, with an adequate supply of accommodation 

and food, cultural heritage becomes a product which attracts user~. What tourists take 

home is an echo in their experience, or its sophisticated expression shown in books, 

souvenirs or the virtual world of heritage on CDs and DVDs. Marketing in culture is 

philosophy, the knowletlge and art of pointing to the values attractive to individuals or 

groups. The function of marketing is to make potential tourists perceive these values 

and use them, at the same time bringing material benefits and helping develop cultural 

activities in specific environments. In a sense, this is the art of identifying values and 

using them in contemporary life. Through the modern promotion of the values of 

cultural heritage, interest in a certain environment is created, as is the wish to learn 

more about a certain culture and interest to visit the location. All this can bring market 

results, primarily in the field of tourism, an economic branch which uses the cultural 

heritage of a country as a stimulus to characterise and emphasise a place as a tourism 

destination (Maroevic, 1986). 

Tourism is now the world's largest industry. It can be the maJor 

contributing factor to the economic development of any nation or city. It can provide 

the area of tourism place with the potential for growth, natural and cultural protection 
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assets and also support the activities and facilities to that area. Cultural tourists want 

to know more information of the places and experience the different ways of living. 

The cultural tourism precincts should be developed in order to represent an extreme 

form of bundling. The tangible and intangible heritage such as museums, historical, or 

ethnic districts will provide a number of direct benefits to consumers and providers. 

A large number of tourists provide the business opportunities, and the reasons to 

protect and conserve heritage areas for powerful economic reasons. The cultural 

tourism attractions will give new perspectives for historic cities. 3 The existing 

strategies to develop cultural heritage into cultural tourism attraction are as follows: 

• Building a primary attraction 

• Bundle lesser attractions to create a themed set of attraction 

• Creating tourism precincts 

• Developing linear touring routes or heritage networks 

• Using events 

Building a primary attraction IS one of the vital strategies. Some 

communities can set it up successfully while other cannot. The primary cultural 

tourism attractions tend to be built along one of two themes such as heritage theme 

park. Bundling is a more realistic and cost-effective option available to many 

communities. Bundle is common in tourism with packaged tour. Bundling in cultural 

tourism context involves combining a variety of similarly themed products, 

experiences and promotion throughout a destination. The bundling may help to create 

a theme for the resource and also sense of destination. 

Hierarchy of cultural tourism attraction 

Cultural tourists are different from cultural tourism products. Some 

resources are great interest to the visitor, while others may have restricted interest. 

The hierarchy of attractions in tourism theory is classified by the degree of 

3 Ashworth 1995, Mannaging the cultural tourist. "Tourism and spatial 
transformation :Implications for policy and planning, CABI Publication, Wallingford, 
and pp: 265-284. 
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compulsiveness of tourists visit.4 An attraction can be an intrinsic part of a trip and a 

major motivation for selecting destinations. Types of attraction can be identified into 

three categories: primary, secondary and tertiary. Primary attraction is the most 

important part which plays a vital role for people to decide where to visit. However, 

the primary resources are not equal because some have ability to draw the visitors 

from a greater distance than others. Visitors will obtain unique experiences but will 

not be willing to invest the effort, expense, and time to common attractions. 

Secondary attraction might be the significant local tourist attraction. They 

complement visitors and may popular in their own having no influence on the 

decision of tourists. Tertiary attractions, the last part, are low-involvement to make 

decisions or occur by chance. The development in different hierarchy of each tourism 

area must have different use of innovative techniques, attraction and appreciation to 

create the appealing cultural tourism products. 

Cultural route 

The new concept of cultural routes show the evol,ution of ideas with 

respect to the vision of cultural properties, as well as the growing importance of 

values related to their setting and territorial scale, and reveals the macrostructure of 

heritage on different levels. By respecting the intrinsic value of each individual 

element, the cultural route recognizes and emphasizes the value of all of its elements 

as substantive part of a whole. The term 'cultural route' is synonym of heritage route, 

the last expression is used by the ICOMOS International Scientific Committee on 

Cultural Route (CIIC) in 1998 (Alberto Martorell Carreno, Icomos Peru p.3)5
. 

The defining elements of cultural route comprise context, content, cross 

cultural significance as a whole. The dynamic character and setting of cultural routes 

can be described as follows: 

Context: Cultural routes occur in a natural and/or cultural context. 

4McKercher, B. (1990). Cultural tourism: the partnership between tourism 
and cultural heritage Management reference in Leiper, pp: 109. 

5 Alberto Martorell Carreno, Icomos Peru, Retrieved September 19, 2009 
from http://www .law .kyushu-u. ac.jp/pro gramsinenglish/hiroshima/martorell. pdf. 
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Content: A cultural route must necessarily be supported by tangible 

elements that bear witness to its cultural heritage and provide a physical confirmation 

of its existence. 

Cross cultural significance as a whole: The concept of cultural route 

implies value as a whole which is greater than the sum of its parts and gives the route 

its meaning. 

Cultural routes can be used to promote activities of social and economic 

interest. Sensitive issues should be considered in order to avoid confusion between 

the concepts of tourist route (even including those of cultural interest) and 'cultural 

routes'. 

The development of a cultural route for tourism purposes should 

guarantee, in all cases that priority is given to participation of the local community 

and local and regional companies. Promotion of a cultural route should harmoniously 

integrate a supplementary infrastructure for tourist activities, access routes, 

information, interpretation and presentation. In addition, the authenticity and integrity 

of historic the value of cultural routes as key elements should be conveyed to visitors. 

Management of Cultural and Historic Sites 

History, culture and religion constitute significant elements of tourism. 

Millions of tourists in any one year visit historic centers, temples and places of unique 

cultural value. Many of these major cultural attractions are located in close proximity 

to, or within, large urban centers. In general terms, this could be considered 'mass 

tourism', · which reflects the high numbers of visitors to cultural and heritage sites; 

often for little more than a short stay or brief excursion. This pattern of visitation 

creates pressures that need to be managed effectively, taking into consideration the 

visitor experience and the capacity of local systems to support such pressures (Garrod 

and Fyall, 2000). 

The Visitor Experience 

Visitor satisfaction depends on a diverse range of factors, from the site of 

interest and the quality of services provided to the facilities available and the number 

of visitors. The visitor experience and satisfaction also depend on personal 
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expectations and the anticipated outcomes of the visit (Vitterso et al. , 2000). 

According to Chaplin (2003), there are potentially variable visitor needs and 

requirements, which create different management opportunities. Therefore, a 

knowledge and understanding of visitor profiles, preferences and needs is invaluable 

in the setting of objectives for the infrastructure, staffing needs and education and 

interpretation program of the site. These aspects, along with the characteristics and 

assets of the site, will influence the visitor's experience. Management planning and 

development are also applicable factors that are generic to all cultural attractions. In 

addition, the general condition of the site, maintenance, cleanliness, facilities and 

services will contribute to perceptions of the site's management and organization, and 

to making the visit a more enjoyable experience. 

Site Typology and Characteristics 

Any typology of cultural tourism destinations or attractions will be both 

diverse and potentially very extensive depending on the degree of categorization used 

and the level of detail required. In this context, a broad approach is adopted based on 

three general categories: historic towns and cities, archaeological sites, and festivals. 

In terms of tourism, the management of these sites has to address similar 

opportunities and challenges, but their significance will vary according to the 

characteristics specific to a particular category and thus the management planning and 

development of the site will vary in approach (Coccossis, 2005). 

1. Historic towns and cities 

Major cities may have the infrastructure to absorb high-volume tourism, 

coupled with transport systems generally able to deliver people into the center of the 

city. On the contrary, in small historic towns a concentration of tourists can lead to 

environmental management problems such as pollution. Tourist flows into these areas 

can impact on the general day-to-day functions, creating conflicts between tourism 

and the dynamics of the city, threatening both tourism development and the 

socioeconomic structure of the settlement (van der Borg et al., 1996). So, tourism 

may cause conflicts between visitors and the local population and impact on urban 
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management capability and urban structure. The management of these conflicts 

becomes of the utmost importance to ensure the conservation of these sites along with 

their socioeconomic development, in which tourism can play a significant role. 

2. Archaeological sites 

This type of cultural tourism attraction evidences a diverse range of 

sites. They may be isolated or within a wider site, in private or public ownership, and 

may or may not charge an entrance fee. Visitor numbers vary with their importance 

and historical recognition as well as in terms of scale and accessibility (Coccossis 

2005, p.55). 

3. Festivals 

Festivals are characterized by the arrival of visitors in a defined period, 

generally in a restricted area, to participate in an event of a particular nature. They 

range in scale from a local community gala drawing relatively few visitors, through 

concerts and theater festivals, to religious events such as Star Parade festival 

(Christmas festival at Tha Rae Community). The staging of festivals needs to be 

compatible with site preservation and protection and with respyct for the aesthetic, 

historical and scientific integrity of the place by following existing regulations for the 

site or establishing and applying site-specific regulations (Coccossis 2005, p.55). 

Authentic value 

Value is most often used in one of two senses. First as morals, principles 

or other ideas that serve as guides to action (individual and collective), and second, in 

reference to the qualities and characteristic seen in things, in particular the positive 

characteristic (actual and potential) (Mason, R. 2008, p.99). The experts wrote in the 

Hoi-An Protocol (200 1) about Asian authentic value that the conservation of the 

heritage in Asia should and will always be a negotiated solution reconciling the 

differing values of the various stakeholders, and underscored that this "negotiated 

state of mind" is a value inherent in Asian cultural processes. Authenticity is 

essentially the verification on information sources about the relevant values attributed 

to a site and how the site is a genuine and authentic representation of what it claims to 

be (Taylor, K. 2009, pp.7-31). 
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The Nara Document on Authenticity has addressed the keys to consider 

value and authenticity, which is dependent on the ability to understand the 

information source (1994). Understanding of authenticity plays a fundamental role in 

all scientific studies of cultural heritage. All judgments about values attributed to 

cultural properties may differ from culture to culture, and even within the same 

culture. It is thus not possible to base a judgment of value and authenticity within 

fixed criteria. The respect due to all cultural heritages requires and belongs to cultural 

contexts themselves. The nature of cultural heritage is in its cultural contexts. The 

judgment may link to great variety of sources of information such as form and design, 

materials and substance, use and function, traditions and techniques, location and 

setting, spirit and feeling, and other internal and external factors. 

Moreover, this concept and meaning of authenticity is the interpretation 

made by McDavid (2002 cited in Jameson, J.H., Jr. 2008, p.428). Traditional and 

contextual definition shaped by acknowledgement of dynamic processes of cultural 

change and diversity rather than judgment based on six criteria, this is the same as in 

the 'Nara Document' (UNESCO 2008, p.21 ). He added that defil,lition of authenticity 

must be tempered or guided by local and community-based, inclusive analyses. 

Related to the Hoi-An Protocol also mentions place and essence these can represent 

specific artistic, historic, social, and scientific value (The Nara Document on 

Authenticity, 1994). Properties nominated under criteria (i) to (vi) must meet the 

condition of authenticity. 

Table 2 Criteria mentioned are described as follows; 

Criterion i represent a masterpiece of human creative genius; 

Criterion ii exhibit an important interchange ofhuman values; over a span of time 

or within a cultural area of the world, on developments in architecture 

or technology, monumental arts, town planning or landscape design; 

Criterion ill bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition 

or to a civilization which is living or which has disappeared; 

Criterion iv be an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or 

technological ensemble or landscape which illustrates (a) significant 

stage( s) in human history; 
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Table 2 Criteria mentioned (continued) 

Criterion v be an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement, land-

use, or sea-use which is representative of a culture (or cultures), or 

human interaction with the environment especially when it has 

become vulnerable under the impact of irreversible change; 

Criterion vi be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with 

ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and literary works of outstanding 

universal significance. {The Committee considers that this criterion 

should preferably be used in conjunction with other criteria). 

Also, authenticity and integrity are directly related to the notions of 

heritage value, especially in Asia. This is where the spirit of place resides as much in 

the meaning and symbolism of places in their setting intangible value as it does in 

tangible physical fabric. The continuum between intangible values and sense of 

living history/heritage and continuity of traditions within the 11,1bric of concepts of 

authenticity in Asia has been well explored. It also found that the authenticity is 

essentially the verification of information sources about relevant values attributed to a 

site and how the site is a genuine and authentic representation of what it claims to be 

{Taylor, 2009). Moreover, integrity means wholeness completeness the extent to 

which the layered historic evidence, meanings, and relationships between elements 

remain intact and can be interpreted. 

Cultural and spiritual significance of places 

Smith (2006) clarify the idea of place is vital for understanding heritage. 

Heritage as place, or 'heritage places' , may not only be conceived as representational 

of pas the human experiences, but also as creating an effect on current experiences 

and perceptions of the world. Moreover, Burra Charter (1999/2013) explains that 

"Places of cultural significance enrich people's lives, often providing a deep and 

inspirational sense of connection to community and landscape, to the past and to lived 

experiences". The Australian ICOMOS stated that "places mean site, area, land, 

landscape, building or other work, group of buildings or other works, and may include 
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components, contents, spaces and views." Places are the recording of human history, 

archaeology, heritage, and culture. Meaning and memories exist in every place. 

Therefore, places are very important; they deserve to be conserved, especially, their 

cultural significance. Taylor refers to the Australian and international growth of 

heritage value awareness in that nowadays there has been growing movement in 

valuing cultural landscapes as the story of "people", "events" and "places". They also 

realized that their national culture promote a sense of identity, which lead to having a 

sense of place. The heritage enthusiasm in Australia also involved valuing ordinary 

or everyday places significant as the iconic places of the country as this is not only a 

place with important physical objects, but also the place that has symbolic or 

meanings and reveals the association between people and place. This relationship 

between human and place does not create a separate dot on a map, instead, it is a 

continuous or interrelated physical and mental place maps, which enhances the sense 

of belonging, identity of place, and sense of place (Taylor, 1999). Thus, place 

represents association between space and people and it is a vital source of individual 

and cultural identity. Korpela suggested that a necessary basis. of place identity is 

place-belongingness. (Korpela, 1989) The term "spirit of place" in contemporary use 

refers to the distinctive identity of a place, which is the weave of cultures and 

intangible aspects of a place, rather than being a guardian of place as it used to be. It 

has been used mostly with natural landmarks or outstanding built forms, such as the 

Pyramid and Grand Canyon. These places are attractive that often valued by artists 

and writers through their works, celebrations, folk tales, of festivals. However, it is 

impossible to point out which characters made it attractive Spirit of place resides in 

the authenticity of a place. It represents the cultural essence of the site with meaning 

that are enriched through time and expressed through tangible heritage (Hoi-An 

Protocols, 2009). 

Oral History and Oral Transmission 

As Rogaly and Taylor, (2009) mentioned that Oral history illustrates 

various meanings of the place to the people living in. Oral history of the local 
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nourishes the sense of belonging among the local communities. The period and 

historical novels similarly give picture of life, thoughts, and traditions back then that 

can evoke the feelings of nostalgia to the present readers. This feeling simply show 

that this kind of story is a powerful method to emphasize memory and meaning about 

a place. Story about a certain place, including oral history and historical novels, has 

the role in provoking the memory of people and revealing the layers of place and how 

it develops. Community might call their local district differently from what it is 

officially named and that simply reflects the attachment that the community have with 

their place. Whatever it was called, it reveals various memories, activities, and 

experiences that people have in that place. It unconsciously added the meaning to the 

place and also characterized it. All types of narratives helped to enhance the character 

of the place and strengthen the community's tie. Therefore, place is not only physical 

form, but it also exists in memories, stories and names. Personal memories are key 

aspect that are linked to particular places and shaped the character of those places. 

(Sirikulchayanont, 2009) 

Oral History 

Morrison (2008) wrote in "Interviewing is basic to all oral research". The 

oral historical narrative often provides an account of events that occurred before the 

informant was born one, two, three, or more generations ago. It could be narrative 

interviews, elite interviews, group interviews, life story interviews all mean discourse 

between two or more people in which a question, a set of questions, or an open-ended 

or closed exchange takes place. Furthermore, the book of A Global Perspective of 

Oral History in Southeast Asia noted that "Southeast Asia is alive in oral sources. 

The region's limitless wealth of folklore, oral tradition, and oral testimony are 

evidence of vibrant oral cultures that are coming into their own and finding their 

places among societies in other parts of the world that have and value oral sources." 

Oral Transmission 

Oral transmission is the process of passing on themes and symbols in 

language, music, design, movement, and action by which a society forms its tradition. 

Again, orality has become a central issue in most inquiries into the possibility of 
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transmission as a natural process governed by natural laws. The selection of subjects 

and forms for transmission is to served their own purposes and commit them to 

writing. Oral transmission precedes literacy with the advent of writing, scribes, and 

learned members of the group select from their oral tradition themes and forms. The 

process empowers these subjects with the authority of the past. Oral transmission, in 

particular, is a key term in the conception and definition of folklore. The commitment 

of oral tradition to writing does not necessarily terminate its transmission in its own 

cultural channels; it conscious and unconscious social and individual creative act that 

ideology, cultural values, and personal emotions influence. Moreover, it continues to 

exist independently of or in mutual interaction with the written forms. Also, Morrison 

(2008) explained the motivations for writing down orally transmitted tales, songs, and 

other folklore forms can be religious, political, commercial, personal, comme

morative, or scholarly. Religious functionaries select from oral tradition those themes 

that they deem most appropriate for their purposes to supplement their own texts. 

When their faith gains social and cultural acceptance, these texts, once transmitted 

orally, enjoy the status of a religious canon. Similarly, selectiveJy written down oral 

traditions affirm political orders. 

Related researches 

From the thesis "Cultural Landscape Management for Tourism: A Case 

Study of Old Town and Songkhla Songkhla Province" by Jarunee Suwannachart It 

can be concluded that the management planning process discussed earlier in Chapters 

4 and 5 can be applied to four findings. The results show that local communities have 

a positive attitude towards their cultural landscape. From top-rated questionnaires 

such as natural and cultural sites are equally ranked. The beach front and the foodcape 

in the old town get a high score. In-depth interviews revealed that the locals were 

impressed by the sunset atmosphere of the old town on the west coast, where they 

could enjoy a meal. Most have no knowledge of the city's historical background. They 

cannot explain the exact details of the city's history. Old heritage assessments have 

been examined in four aspects: historical value, social value, scientific value, and 
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aesthetic value. According to data collected by interviews and data collection, 

Songkhla Province is home to local Chinese immigrants from mainland China and 

Muslims from Indonesia. What they brought together is their culture from from the 

motherland, which has been integrated into Songkhla for over a century. Due to the 

diversity and good sense of community belonging to the people, it reflects that 

Songkhla has a unique cultural landscape that people live for generations. 

Conservation Planners have focused on the main zones and buffer zones. To control 

the environment created in the old city, all laws and regulations were finalized and 

implemented. 

Pamila Hararak has observed the evolution and settlement patterns of Kudi 

Chin and Wat Kalaya Communities. Each community has a religious institution as the 

center of the community. Open spaces around the institute are used for community 

activities. The Kudijeen community has a strong community because of its Christian 

heritage. Organizing a good gathering of local people enables successful social 

activities and interactions. As a result, spatial development of the community can be 

easily understood. Wat Kalaya community is a weak society. J'he lack of original 

dwellers makes it difficult for people to get together. Most people are immigrants who 

come into the community just to find affordable housing. Many emigrants are born in 

the community. This situation has caused various environmental and social problems 

in the area. The proposed development guidelines for Kudijeen and Wat Kalaya are as 

follows: 

1) Create activities to promote social interaction among people in Wat 

Kala community. 

2) Conservation and restoration of historical sites and ancient houses in 

both communities. 

3) Promote cultural tourism in both communities. 

4) Encourage local people to help maintain important areas of the 

community as well as the traditional way of life. 6 

6Pamila Hararak, The Evolution and Settlement Patterns of Kudi Chin and 
Wat Kalaya Communities. (Thesis Urban and Landscape Design Chulalongkorn 
University, 2001): C. 
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Another related document is the dissertation, "Reading the Cultural 

Landscape : Heritage Values "Mae Koong Bok Village" , Tumbon Sanklang, San Pa 

Tong District, Chiang Mai, Thailand ", by Acting Captain Narong Pongpandecha. 

This research is about archaeological sites of destroyed villages and living temples, 

hypothesized and built around villages to introduce satellite models to serve as sacred 

temples to protect the community from evil spirits and creating auspicious force to the 

community. Nevertheless, there are also fainted traces of the indigenous "Lua" (aT::/ 

n:d'1) and ethnic "Mon" (lHlllJ;.~~) people of Austroasiatic ethnic groups who predated 

any other races in the region. Particularly, the Lua, whose communities are still in 

present and nearby. As the result with existing available historical evidence, it is not 

impossible to say that the 'cultural landscape' of Mae Koong Bok village could have 

been originally created as a simple dwelling area of the indigenous "Lua" people, 

shaped into defensive military post by the Mon, occupied by the Y one before return to 

its status as dwelling community by mixtures of the Lue, Tai, Lua and Y one races as 

it was initially created. 

Also, research article from Umpa Buarapa "V emacular Landscape of Ban 

Hua Na Thai Village, Kukad Sub-district, Borabue District, Maha Sarakham 7" aims to 

study the history, settlement, life style, culture and custom of Ban Hua Na Thai 

community, and site survey looking for an identity of local landscape of Ban Hua Na 

Thai. The research find that Sung Kru ceremony which has been inherited for more 

than 100 years is a significant cause, preserving the ritual area so called Kuh Ban Hua 

Na Thai .. There is mixed ofbelieves including Brahma, spirits and Buddhism in this 

area. The main local landscape' s characteristics of the area are (1) a circular 

settlement on a vast hill, surrounded by agriculture area and Ku Ban Hua Na Thai, (2) 

a selection of plants in the residential circle are local plants, eatable fruit plants, and 

vegetable with animal farming, (3) the distinctive residential housing with decorative 

detail like an opening and baluster, and (4) local architecture for living like rice mill 

built out of bamboo which has been developed from the development of agri society 

and the adaptation of the ground floor use of rice bam for a purpose of relaxation, 

7Umpa Buarapa, Lecturer of Faculty of Architecter, Urban design and 
creative Arts. Mahasarakram University. 
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animal farming, agri tool storage. These are the main characteristics of Ban Hua Na 

Thai's local landscape. 

Moreover, Petter Nass8 wrote "Built Environment, Causality and Travel", 

submitted in "Transport Reviews: A Transnational Transdisciplinary Journal". His 

research explained into influences of the built environment on travel behaviour, the 

issue of causality has gained increased attention. Several attempts have been made in 

order to identify the true effects of built environment characteristics by controlling for 

attitudinal and lifestyle factors and by applying more sophisticated techniques of 

analysis. Most research still suffers from insufficient theorizing and empirical 

investigation of causal mechanisms. An implicit conception of causality in terms of 

correlation between subsequent events appears to be widespread. This paper argues 

that such a conception of causality is inadequate and can lead to model specification 

error. Instead, a conception of causality as tendencies engendered by generative 

mechanisms is proposed. Based on such an understanding, the paper discusses in what 

sense the built environment can be said to exert causal influences on travel behaviour. 

In order to integrate knowledge about causal influences at the le,vel of the individual 

and at the city level, a combination of qualitative and quantitative research methods is 

recommended. 

Conclusion 

The review above presented the relationship between cultural landscapes, 

and literary sustainable with many approaches. Cultural Mapping has been used as a 

tool to study landscape has been adapted to become the" Cultural Landscape 

Management Plan of Tha Rae". The notions on cultural landscapes are getting 

universal as they are the basis of any place where lives and settlement occur. They are 

also the shortcut for the discovery of how things were created. For the Tha Rea 

Community, as they are places of values and rich of meaningful history and 

geography, the literary explains how geography was developed into the landform, 

comprehending the settlement of humans who told the meaning of place by local 

8Petter Nass, Department of Landscape Architecture and Spatial Planning, 
Norwegian University of Life Sciences, P. 0. Box 5003, N-1432 Aas, Norway 
(Received 16 June 2014; revised 13 January 2015; accepted 7 February 2015) 



35 

knowledge from generation to generation. As a reflection of importance need to be 

more concerned. Cultural landscapes help augment the realization of their value as 

they are the linkage between the place and the setting while the underlying history is 

still maintained. Cultural landscapes make architecture become more meaningful 

under the contexts of its geographical aspects. 



Chapter 3 

Historical Context: Tha Rae Community 

Tha Rae Community is located in an area of historic significance and 

interest including the unique heritage listed Sakon Nakhon with considerable 

attraction to tourist and visitors and that could be helpful in bringing visitors to the 

town as part of the experience of visiting the Sanook cluster. Sakon Nakhon 

represents a primary tourist and heritage attraction such as Phu Phan National park, 

W at Phra That Cherng Chum W orawiharn etc. Tha Rae a secondary attraction also 

represent as a community with a diversity of race, way of living and culture in Sakon 

Nakhon. The objective of this chapter aims to gather document and set out the 

general information, historic context and existing physical condition of Tha Rae 

Community. 

General information of Sakon Nakhon 

Sakon Nakhon province is one of the northeastern provinces of Thailand. 

Neighbouring provinces are (from north clockwise) Nong Khai, Bueng Kan, Nakhon 

Phanom, Mukdahan, Kalasin and Udon Thani. The province is located on the Khorat 

Plateau, which includes The Phu Phan Mountain range and has many forest temple 

retreats for meditation Moreover; it is not far from the River Mekong. Sakon Nakhon 

is 647 kilometers from Bangkok and has an area of 9,605 square kilometers and 

subdivided into 18 districts which are Mueang Sakon Nakhon, Kusuman, Kut Bak, 

Phanna Nikom, Phang Khon, Waritchaphum, Nikhom Nam Un, Wanon Niwat, Kham 

Ta Kla, Ban Muang, Akat Amnuai, Sawang Daen Din, Song Dao, Tao Ngoi, Khok Si 

Suphan, Charoean Sin, Phon Na Kaeo, and Phu Pan. The districts are further 

subdivided into 125 communes and 1,323 villages. 9 

9Sakon Nakhon Governor's office, 2016. Plan and Policy. Available at: 
http:// www.sakonnakhon.go.th/webboardplan/plan4year_57 _60/ [accessed 10 
September 2016]. 
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Sakon Nakhon was originally believed to have been built in 11th century 

when the Khmer ruled this region. After the fall of Angkor, the town was under the 

rule of Lan Xang, a Laotian Kingdom, and it was renamed "Muang Chiang Mai 

Nongharn". When the town was finally brought under control of the Siamese it was 

renamed again: "Sakon Thavapi". In 1830, during the reign of King Rama ill, the 

town was finally renamed "Sakon Nakhon". 10 
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Figure 4: Sakon Nakhon Tourist Map. 

Source: http://www.sakonnakhon.go.th/tour/service13.html 

10Sakon Nakhon Governor's office, 2015. Briefing of the Province. 
Available at: http://www.sakonnakhon.go.th/2015/ [accessed 10 September 2016]. 
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Reading the Heritage value of Tha Rae Community 

Historic Timeline of Tha Rae Community 

1. History of Tha Rae Catholic Community 

"Tha Rae" also known as "Tha-Hae"11 is known among the people as the 

village with the highest number of Catholics in Thailand. It is situated by Nong Ham 

swamp, off the main highway 22 (Udon Thani - Nakhon Phanom), at 169-170 

Kilometre. It is located north of Sak:on Nakhon City with the distance by car of about 

21 Kilometre and 6 Kilometre by water. It can be seen from the city on the clear 

weathered day. This community is considered a Tha Rae sub-district municipality 

with a population of over 7,095 people. 12 

Due to its abundant resource, many people migrated to the areas around 

the lake. The lake is also connected to Mekong River. Archeological evidence found 

that it has been a community since around the end of Ban Chiang period. From 

Tavaravadi era when the centre of the community was at the opposite side of Ban Tha 

Rae, then in 1884, Christian community was formed by Anname.se (Vietnamese) and 

Thai-Yor. The community was then called "Saint Michael Cathedral ofNong Ham". 

This community has gone through much historical significance throughout different 

periods. The new community at Tha Rae is very unique or has the culture that is a 

mixed of 3 main components which are local influence, Buddhism, and Catholicism. 

Tha Rae community has distinctive history, with the background story on the conflict 

between the old power and the first settlers, World War II and the Indochina war. 

These are historical events worth studying on. The centre of the community was at 

other area and later moved to Nong Ham area that used to be a pier in the past. 

11"Tha-Rae", told by elders in the community, is the name that derived 
from "Hin-Hair" or Laterite which abundantly found beneath Tha-Rae community 
area. 

12Tha Rae sub-district municipality, 2016. Development plan for 201 7-
2019. Sakon Nakhon Tha Rae sub-district municipality. 



Figure 5: Tha Rae One Map 

Source by: Tha Rae sub-district municipality, 2017. Development plan for 

2017-2019. Sakon Nakhon Tha Rae sub-district municipality. 
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Figure 6: The fastest way to visit Tha Rae (Archangel Michael Cathedral) from Sakon 

Nakhon City (Adapted from Google map, 2016 by by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 
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2. The Migration history of Tha Rae people 

From the study of the migration history of Tha Rae people, it could be 

assumed that there were 2 groups of settlers at Tha Rae. 

1. Tha Rae people of Annamese descent which migrated from Vietnam 

in order to escape war and did not want to be under French rule. 

2. Tha Rae people who migrated from Laos during the reign of Thai 

King Rama III. These are mostly Phu Thai and Laotian descent. 

The following is a briefhistory of the two groups. 

2.1 Migrants from Vietnam 

Refer to Tha Rae Development plan13 explain that the spread of 

Catholicism in Asia is related to trade history and The expansion of Puerto Rican 

power, because in the year 1493, Pope Alexander VI assigned this task to Portugal 

and Spain in Asia. In the year 1664, the spread of Catholicism in Vietnam has fallen 

under organization that led by French government. That organization was overseas 

religious association, which was formed in Paris. The conflict between Vietnamese 

government and Catholic association started when Vietnamese people believed that 

these westerners would have used religion as a tool to take over the country. Thus, 

this association was given special attention to because it appeared to have been 

political tool to gain benefits by powerful western countries. For that reason, the 

Vietnamese government did not allow Catholic church to practice freely. The arrest 

of religious leaders was made, as well as the eviction of missionaries out of the 

country. In 1757, there were more volunteer soldiers who visited the country to 

spread Catholicism. 

There were incidents through out the reign of King Y along and 

continued to the reign of King Minghnung when Catholicism was prejudiced against 

further with the introduction of Confucius in Vietnam. During the reign of King 

Tiew-tri and King Tudut, there was greater resistance towards Catholicism to the 

point of cutting off relationship with France. Missionaries were prosecuted and 

France sent troops to take over the country in 1883. Vietnamese Catholics who love 

peace, hate fighting and discrimination based on religion belief did not want to be 

13Tha Rae sub-district municipality, 2015. Development plan for 2015-
2017.Sakon Nakhon: Tha Rae sub-district municipality. 
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under French rule then migrated west across Mekong River and seek refuge under the 

protection of King Rama Ill of Thailand, by settling at Nakhon Phanom, Mukdahan 

and Ubon Ratchathani. Some of them migrated permanently to the town of 

Sakwawee. (Which later became "Sakon Nakhon province") 

2.2 Migrants from Laos 

Based on historical evidence and the account of the elder people14
, 

It is assumed that Tha Rae people of Phu Thai descent migrated from cities in the 

southern part of Laos such as Mahachai, Wung, Chepone, Nong and Pin. 

In the year 1827, King Anuwong Vientiane became tyrant against 

Bangkok. King Rama III ordered Royal Army in Bangkok to defeat the city of 

Vientiane. In this tyrant defeating battle, Ubhadtri-chao (Kumsaii) Rachawongkum 

and Tao - Chulani (In) from Mahachai City whom were the descendant of King 

Barommaracha, Prince of Nakon Panom took his family and servants to seek refuge 

under King Rama III. He met the commander of Sakontawapi and offered himself to 

work under King Rama III to show gratitude. Khun Sriayothaya then took 

Rachawongkum and Tao-Chulani (In) to have an audience with J(ing Rama III. The 

king then allowed these people to set up home at Sakontawapi and let him crossed 

over to gain more people from Mahachai City and others and gathered them at 

Sakontawapi. In the year 1838, King Rama III promoted Rachawongkum to be the 

governor of the city and changed its name from Sakontawapi to Sakonnakon until 

present. In the year 1887, King Rama IV promoted Phra Srisakulwong (Ngon-kum) to 

be the governor ofSakon Nakhon with the title ofPhraya Prajantaprathet Thani. 

3. The first Catholics settlement at Sakon N akhon 

Once the Catholic group was formed at Nakhon Phanom in June 1884, 

Father Prodom visited Sakon Nakhon with the Vietnamese Catechists Mr.Thun15
• 

They wished to visit the Catholics who they heard have migrated from Vietnam and 

possible opened up Catholics' centre. He received warm welcome from Vietnamese 

Catholics, while other Vietnamese expressed their desire to become Catholics. Father 

14From the Interview with Mr. Nithat Samerpithuk, April, 2016 
15Warangrat, S. (1999). Thai-Vietnamese residential buildings ofBan Tha

Rae, Sakon Nakhon (in Thai). The Art and Culture Office ofRajabhat Sakon Nakhon 
Institute. Sakon Nakorn: Sakon Nakorn Printing. 
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Prodom lived with them for a month and used the opportunity to spread the religion to 

those who were interested16
• Then he left the responsibility to the Vietnamese 

Catechists Mr.Thun and returned to Nakhon Phanom province. 

In August 1884, Father Prodom visited Sakon Nakhon once more and 

together with Father Xavier Guego and in his annual report for the year 191017
, Father 

Prodom recorded that "The Catholic Centre opened in 1884 and on 8 September 

within that year, the first Catholic settlement received Baptism at the temporary 

church located between Nong Ham and the town" which was the same location that 

Prasarnrat cinema used to be 18
• But from the evidence found in the book, Baptism for 

Catholics ofSakon Nakhon for the year 1884, 1885, and 1886 was recorded by Father 

Prodom. The first person who was baptized was Mariadian. She received baptism on 

the occasion of Maria ascending to heaven on 15 August 1884. It ensures that Father 

Prodom performed Baptism for Catholics in Sakon Nakhon even before that. Father 

Prodom then passed on the responsibility to take care of this Catholic group to Father 

Xavier Guego and the Vietnamese Catechists Mr.Thun. He went to Ubon Ratchathani 

province to be the head of the annual repose for the priests and ~o prepare himself to 

travel to Bangkok. Time passed and many people became Catholics. The majority of 

those were Vietnamese who were released from being workers and 40 of the people 

who were accused of being "Phop" demon (Zombie)19
• The number of Catholics 

then rose in which it was an obstacle for Father Xavier Guego to find proper 

accommodation and working land for Catholics in Sakon Nakhon. As well as constant 

harassment from some officials, so he wanted new settlement area to build Catholic 

village. One night in 1884 after the priests'celebration, Father Xavier Guego and the 

Vietnamese Catechists Mr. Thun decided to move Catholic people by building large 

raft which consisted of small boat and tied up bamboos and it carried both people and 

16http :/ /www. tharaesakon. go. thllink%20marge/Pawat%20Tharae.html 
[accessed 14 September 20 16]. 

17Sooksangachareon, T. and Sirisawadee, N. (2006). Ban Tha-Rae: the text 
book of Tha-rae Witthaya School in the group of learning on social, religion and 
cultural study (in Thai). Tha-rae Witthaya School. (n.p) 

18Ibid. 
19Tourism Authority of Thailand, 2016. Tha Rae Village. Available at: 

http://thai. tourismthailand.org/nmu~Yiv~~~tn/l1~u,ul'ilui-llJ'II'Uflll1t~ntl-3 794 [accessed 14 
September 2016]. 
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their belongings. The blanket and cloth were used as sail and let the wind took them 

as God desired. Eventually the group reached the other side ofNong Ham safely and 

settled over there.20 

4. The first Catholics settlement at Tha Rae Community 

The first settlements in Tha Rae were group of 20 families or around 

150 people21
. They were Thai-Vietnamese Catholics, Thai-Y or Sakon Nakhon and 

later on they were joined by Phu-Thai people from different parts of Thailand that 

moved to this area. They were those who were baptized and those who were about to 

receive it and all were Vietnamese and local people. The majority of the local people 

were freed slaves. Those people regularly prayed for Archangel Michael to protect 

them and to be strong towards all obstacles. 

Those people under the lead of French Priest, Father Joseph 

Combourieu (who appointed as the head of Tha Rae's Michael church in 1885). He 

set up the layout of community planning in grid-pattern around the heart of the 

community - St. Michael Archangel Cathedral, reflects the planning principles of the 

occidental world, as similar to the city in Europe. This was quit.e rare in comparison 

to other communities in Isarn area. The way of lives of the people were a mixture of 

different tribes such as Phu-Thai, Thai-Laotian, Thai-Yor, Thai-Vietnamese, therefore 

there were different types of architecture in the residential areas such as Ruen - Goei22 

(Thai-Northeastern style house), the wooden house with the floor closing to the 

ground level. The single storey wooden house, Vietnamese style two storey wooden 

Thai house, The cement rendered brick building, Two storey European vintage style 

brick buildings which were uniquely Vietnamese style and for those who were 

financialll3 secured as the labour cost of construction workers were high back in 

those days. The construction supervisor had to be hired from Vietnam as they were 

specialized in cement work. The materials used were bricks and cements were created 

by lime, sands, Persea Kurzii and with wooden structure. The construction started by 

laying bricks so they became attach to one another and stood against one another by 

20 Ibid, 41 . 
21 Ibid. 
22 Ibid, 41 . 
23 Ibid, 41. 
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the thickness of the bricks. They were then plastered together with cement and beam. 

Some equipment such as hinge doors and windows were imported from France by the 

Vietnamese people24
. 

Figure 7: Evacuation route by boat from Sakon Nakhon City to Tha Rae Community 

(Adapted from Google map, 2016 by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 

5. A brief History of St. Michael Cathedral Tha Rae 

8 

Figure 8: The image of History of St. Michael Cathedral Tha Rae 

(Photo taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 

9 

24 Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Tha-Rae and Nonseng. (2009). St. 
Michael the Archangel Cathedral (Online-in Thai). The Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
ofTha-Rae and Nonseng Available: http://genesis.in.th/Thare/?ref=history&vi=Thare. 
(Accessed 20 Septem-ber 2016) 



Figure 9: A brief of History of St. Michael Cathedral Tha Rae 

(Photo taken by Niyornkar, P., 2016) 

Mahaprom-Michael temple 
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In 1884: One night after the Solemnity of all Saints Day, Rev. Fr. 

Xavier Guego and Vietnamese Catechist Thun decided to move out the group of 

Catholics from Sakon Nakhon province. When the first temporary building was 

constructed, it was named "Mahaprommarnicha Nong Ham Church" as seen in the 

Baptism record at Saint Maria Magdalena Napoh, which was recorded by French 

Priest, Father Joseph Combourieu and stated that the first group of Christians from 

Napoh Church were baptized at "Mahaprommamicha Nhong-ham church" (Ecclesia 

Sti Michaelis Nong-Han). It should be noted that the next Baptism for Christians 

from Tha Rae in 1885, which was recorded by Father Josh Dabang still used the name 

"Sakhon church" (Ecclesiae Sakhon), or sometimes it was called "Small church of 

Sakon Nakhon" (Sacello Civitatis Sakhon Nakhon). After another Baptism on the 

celebration of Holy Rosary on 7 October, the name was cha,nged to "Mahaprom 

Michael Sakon Nakhon". Later on during Father Combourier era, it was called just 

"Mahaprom Michael" (Ecclesia Michaelis) as seen in "The book of Baptism for 

Christians from Sakon Nakhon for the year 1884, 1885, 1886", but the name "Tha 

Rae" had not been used. 

In May 4, 1885: Father Combourier, a French missionary, arrived 

in Tha Rae as the first parish priest. He remarkably served the community catholic 

church for 52 years with fervent and instructed them to be deep and faithful in their 

faith. He founded Parochial School and the Congregation of the Lovers of the Cross 

Sisters. Moreover, he set the plan of the community orderly.25 

In 1901 : The name of the church is still "Mahaprom Michael" 

church When the second church was built, the name of the first church remained the 

same, until the construction of the present church finished on 16 April 1971 that the 

name was changed to "Archangel Michael Cathedral". 

25Ibid, 44. 
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In 1906: The second church is a permanent structure with brick and 

rendered; wall. It also has one tall tower at the front and 2 towers at the back. It was 

built in 1901 which could be found in the documents "Copy of documents and 

Litigation", number 29 that French Priest, Father Joseph Combourieu and Village 

headman of Ban Tha Rae named Saeng wrote to The Governor, High commissioner, 

Viceroy, members of the royal family and provincial directorate, with the purpose of 

informing those people that the old church would be demolished and be replaced with 

the new one, as well as asking permission to have the people who worked as civil 

servant at Tha Rae be off from work and all joined hands to construct the new church 

in the beginning of the new year. 

In 1907: Eventually the new church was finished with the religious 

ceremony to mark its opening by Father Prodom and Vice Patriach. It was also the 

same year that Phraya Durnrong Rajanuphab, Minister of Intereior went to 

Northeastern part of Thailand to visit the area for the period of 3 months. On the way 

to Sakon Nakhon, he came across Tha Rae and decided to stop by to visit 

missionaries who were living at the church's accommodation. The visit lasted a while 

and he took pictures of the new church, in which we could find the date of 14 January 

1907 on them. The people then had the opportunity to see how beautiful and grand the 

church was when it was first built. 

Around 1925 - 1926, Father Joseph Combourieu renovated the 

church's structure, which was to meet the 20th anniversary of the church26
. He did so 

by demolishing the 2 towers in the back area and renovated the tower at the front by 

enlarging it. The purpose was to place additional 2 large bells, which were given by 

the wealthy people of Tha Rae, into the tower. Eventually there were 3 bells in the 

tower while the biggest one was given by Ongbung, Ongday (siblings) and their 

relatives. The second one was given by Ganlueng and his relatives. The names in 

Roman characters could be seen on both of the bells, with the year 1926 and the name 

ofPatriach Kwang and Father Joseph Combourieu, the abbot. 

26Tha -Rae Sub-District Municipality. (2006). History of the establishment 
of Tha -Rae Sub-District Municipality (Online-in Thai). Tha - Rae Sub-District 
Municipality. Available: http://www.tharae.org/link%20marge/place/data%20pawat 
.html. (Accessed 2 December 2016) 
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On 18 December 1965, Tha Rae - Nang Saeng Diocese was 

promoted to Archdiocese and Patriach Michael kian Samurpitak was assigned 

Supreme Patriach. The patriarch wanted to construct the new church to replace the old 

church, which was in bad state as time passed. 

In 1968: The incantation and the laying of foundation stone took 

place on 16 April 1968 and the modem architecture began with the shape of prow of a 

ship in order to bring the church through storm and prosper. It reflects Noah's ark and 

the giant raft of Father Xavier Guego that brought the Catholic ancestors of Tha Rae 

from the town of Sakon Nakhon through Nong Ham to reach the shore of Tha Rae 

safely. The church took 3 years to complete its construction. The incantation and the 

celebration on 16 April 1971 were grand and led by Archbishop Michael Kian 

Samurpitak. 

In 1984: Archangel Michael cathedral in Tha Rae was renovated, 

as well as the construction of new accommodation for priests. The road from the 

church to holy forest, the arched entrance and back door were built. Work of Father 

Joseph Trukvit Wiarachai, the Abbott, the Church council and ,people of Tha Rae. 

The grand celebration called "1 00 years of religious spreading" was held on 10 

December 1984 together with the opening of Parisian missionary monument who 

came to spread the religions in this area, in front of the church. 

By 1985, Father John Baptistnarin Siriwiriyanunt moved and 

became the abbot here. While under his duty, he managed the renovation of priests ' 

accommodation, renovated the bell tower, which was built during Father Sangiam's 

era and made it more beautiful. He built educational building, and multi-functional 

building at the side of the playground that is located in front of the church, as well as 

building the wall around this building and named it "Martino Parvillion", in honour of 

Internuncio Renata Martino, Vatican ambassador to Thailand, who had been assisting 

the people financially. 

Later in 1994 - 1996, Internuncio Michaelgian and Father Paolo 

Sompon Uppapong, the abbot and the people of Tha Rae once again organized the 

fund for the renovation of the church, by replacing the leaking road and extended the 
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top part to make it higher and more beautifue7
. The Cathedral was renovated by 

lifting higher the head of the boat shape with the approval of A vice patriarch 

Lawrence Kayne Saenpolon and managed to finish in time for the 25th anniversary of 

this church in 1996. In 1998, Father began the construction of resting place for the 

deceased with the size of 36 x 36 metres to keep the deceased persons of Tha Rae. 

The pavilion was overseen by Father Andrew Sumran Wongsangiam, the next abbot 

during the turn of the century in the year 2000. It was "The Holy Year", therefore the 

pavilion was called "The holy year pavilion". The incantation and the opening 

ceremony were on the Sunday 30th 2000 by The Internuncio Lawrence Kayne 

Saenpolon with the priests and good people of Tha Rae and it has been used as multi

functional pavilion since then. 

In 2012: Rev. Fr. Peter Thaveenchai Srivorakul, the parish priest, 

with the approval of Archbishop Louis Charnniern Santisukniran, the Ordinary, has 

started the renovation by expanding both sides of the Cathedral. 

May 18, 2013, Rev. Fr. Anthony Viradet Chaser, Vicar General 

and the present parish priest of the Cathedral, has continued the .renovation and fully 

completed with dedication on May 2, 2015 and celebration of the 130th Founding 

Anniversary of faith rooted in this community as we1128
. 

6. Father Joseph Combourieu, the first abbot 

Father Joseph Combourieu was born on 8 August 1861 at Mul Det 

Bares, Rhone, Auvergne in France and came from a family of farmers29
. In 1867, he 

migrated to Rojak, Saint Flour in Cantal region and entered the seminary there. Later 

on he entered the seminary of the missionary teams from another country on 7 

September 1882, and remained there until he became a priest on 20 September 1884 

and was assigned the duty to come to Siam. He left the seminary on Due-Bak street 

on 3 December 1884 and arrived in Bangkok around the same time that Father 

Prodom did, as he also came to Bangkok to receive necessary tools to spread the 

religion and requested missionary to assist with his work in Northeastern part of 

271bid, 44. 
281bid, 44. 
291bid, 46. 
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Thailand. Patriach Way then let Father Joseph Combourieu travel with Father 

Prodom by using horses as the mode of transportation via Nakhon Ratchasima and 

Ubon Ratchatani . They then travelled to Ban Kum Kerm and finally reached Tha Rae 

on 41
h May 1885. At that time the Catholics in the area had only been settled there for 

7 months, with 147 Christians and 692 of those who applied to be part of the 

teachings. In the beginning, Father Prodom was the teacher while Father Joseph 

Combourieu started to take language lesson. Before leaving Tha Rae, Father Prodom 

appointed Father Joseph Combourieu as the first abbot. He was the youngest abbot at 

the age of 23. Father Dabang was assigned his mentor and performed baptism to 

some Christians at Tha Rae as seen in Baptism record year 1885, before moving to 

Boongataew church in Ubon Ratchathani to become the abbot. Father Combourieu 

was then responsible for all catholics in Tha Rae with Teacher Thun with occasional 

visit by Father Xavier Guego from Kerm church. 

Father Combourieu was a patriarch at Tha Rae until 31 December 193 7 

until his resignation. For 57 years that he provided service for the people, he gave his 

all to the people to teach and to make sure they prospered and w,ith firm belief in the 

religion. This is evidenced in the 5 year period when the religion was not being 

supported and small group of people showed uncertainty in their faith. He contributed 

so much to the people in Tha Rae, especially with the Mahaphromma Michael School 

in which he built. The school was used to provide knowledge for children at Tha Rae 

and formed the Lovers of the Holy Cross at Tha Rae to assist the priest at the 

church30
. It can be said that he was visionary and the people owed that to him. 

Besides, he set up the community lay out and allocated the housing using advance 

knowledge by building the straight road. The Church and the cemetery are located in 

the central area which built their homes on the Eastern and Western sides in the 

well-organized way. On the Eastern side, the leader was Lord Bunjong. The housing 

was called "Khum Klang". Locating next to it was "Khum Tha Rae" where other 

people from Sakon Nakhon lived, handle by Lord Pitak. As mentioned by Roman 

Catholic Archdiocese of Tha-Rae and Nonseng (2009), nowadays, they are the 

people who use the last name "Samurpitak" and "Yongbuntom". On the Western side 

30 Ibid, 44. 
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where Thai Vietnamese lived, the housing was called "Khumkaew" with Lord Prathet 

and Muen Dech as leaders of the area. At present, those people have the last names of 

Sorinont, Udomdech, Kayarach, Sakontawat and Sriworakul. Next was the housing 

from Mookdaham province (Ban-waan), so it was called "Khum-bha-waan" with 

Lord Jon as the leader. When the authority set up the town plan in the form of villages 

and district, Tha Rae became a district with sub-district headman as the 

leader. The area was separated into 4 villages with village headman leading each 

village. As population at Tha Rae grew, by the year 1920, Tha Rae expanded to the 

west with large group of Vietnamese people migrating to the area, so the area was 

called "Khum-ban-mai" and when the government built the highway number 22 Udon 

Thani - Nakon Panom through Tha Rae, people then spread around 2 sides of the 

roads as seen at present. During the time that Father Combourieu was at Tha Rae, he 

visited his hometown only once. That was a great sacrifice on him. He was very 

economical and did not like to eat meat, so one of the village headmen said that "For 

Tha Rae church, we need to change the meat eating act had to change to no meat on 

Friday and every other day". Other than that he had clever ta<;tic to governing the 

Vietnamese people. He wanted Thai born with Vietnamese ancestors to be truly Thai , 

so he used Thai language as the official language during teachings and baptism. 

He did not support the use of Vietnamese language with the exception of few prayers 

from time to time. So the children with Vietnamese descend all felt truly Thai without 

bias. When Vietnamese migrated to Thailand and formed different clubs to support 

the political agenda of Vietnam, none of the Thai born Vietnamese people agreed to 

it. In 1938 when he resigned from the being the responsible person for 

missionary and the abbot of Tha Rae church, Father Combourieu became a chaplain 

at the lovers of the Cross in Tha Rae that he had formed. By July 1939, he fell ill and 

returned to the hands of god on 4 August 1939 at the age of 78 years old. As a 

colleague of Father Prodom and Father Xavier Guego, he was not at all inferior to the 

two. He gave so much work to the missionary and Thai Rae in which the people at 

Tha Rae shall remember for as long. 



Figure 10: The photo of Father Combourieu, 

the first leader of Ban Tha Rae 

(Photo taken by Niyornkar, P., 2016) 

Figure 11: Father Combourieu 

(Photo taken by Niyornkar, P. , 2016) 

7. The occupation ofthe people ofTha Rae 
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There were many types of works that People of Tha Rae took on, which 

can be grouped into two major categories. 

7.1 The main occupation 

7.1.1 Farming 

Farming was considered to be the main work for the people 

of Tha Rae for both local and Vietnamese people. Based on the book, "Thai

Vietnamese residential buildings of Ban Tha Rae, Sakon Nakhon (in Thai)"31
, which 

stated about the farming of Tha Rae people by categorizing them into 2 groups. 

There were people who did the farming for consumption. The surplus products were 

sold and the money was spent on other desired products. Other group was farming 

for trading. They put farming products on the cart and carried them to other towns, 

which were long distance away. 

31 Ibid, 44. 



Figure 12: The rice field beside the main highway 22 Udon Thani-Nakon Phanom 

(Photo taken by Niyornkar, P., 2016) 

Figure 13: Villager is dried rice in front ofhis house. 

(Photo taken by Niyornkar, P., 2016). 

7.1.2 Fisheries 

52 

As the village was situated by Nong Ham pond, which had 

abundant of fish, fisheries became the main job of Tha Rae people. In the past before 
~ . 

the construction of Gum ('thfh ) Watergate in the year 1943, there were so many types 

of fish in Nong Ham pond that the local people could catch sizable fish to consume 
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and with bare hands and no tool. In June during mating season for fish, the local 

people would call it "Pla khen" (fish swimming up). The fish would swim to the 

shallow water and the local people could use knife to cut the sizable fish. At 

nighttime, they would use lamp to search for fish to make dry fish or Thai anchovy. 

The left over fish would be given to relatives. Some of them sold fish to merchants 

who work in fishery, whether they were local people and Vietnamese. However Tha 

Rae people still took up fisheries, but there weren't as much as before32
. 

Figure 14: The way of living as fishery at Ban Tha Rae in the pa~t until now 

Sources by: https:/ /www. facebook.com/Ban ThaRaeSakonnakhon/?fref=ts 

Figure 15: Traditional fishing boat in Nong Ham Lake. 

Sources by: https:/ /www. facebook. com/Ban ThaRaeSakonnakhon/?fref=ts 

32From the interview Mr. Chaisawat Sriworakul., 60 Years. Owner of 
Rabiengdow Coffee. (10 July 2017). 
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7.2 Supplementary job 

Once the farming season was over, the local people and 

Vietnamese people then took on supporting job to earn the living. The popular jobs 

were 

7.2.1 The Trade of Fermented Fish 

It was another occupation that was popular among Tha Rae 

people. It cannot be assumed about the exact period that the trade started, but based 

on the account of the people, it could be said that the trade started around 1927. 

Professor Surat W arangrat (1999) stated in the book "Thai-Vietnamese residential 

buildings of Ban Tha Rae, Sakon Nakhon (in Thai)" that "The long distant trade of 

fermented fish were popular among older generations of merchants such as Ong Day 

(Mr Kumsing Udomdech)". The fermented fish that were popular to trade, were 

purchased at Ban Pak Oon ('!!T!.n.hnfJ"U), Baan Pak Yam ('1!1-w'l.hmnlJ) from 

Srisongkram33 district, Nakon Panom province because the areas were closed to 

Mekong River, therefore there were abundant of fish and the price was low. The 

tastes of the fish were also better than those from Nong Ham area. In some occasion, 

these fermented fish were cooked and added with food colouring for better taste. 

These can be done by adding rice powder, salt water, and mix with rice bran and 

flour. The containers used were long pieces of wood putting together and the gaps 

were filled to avoid leakage. The merchants used these containers to contain 

fermented fish and put them on carriage and took them all the way to Kalasin and 

Konkaen provinces. 

33Saeri, P. From that day to this, God have mercy 84 years. Jumping 
Pongpit. Bangkok: Charemwit printing. (n.d.) 



Figure 16: These can be done by adding rice powder, salt water, and mix with rice 

bran and flour. 

Source: http:/ /board.palungjit.org/8630778-post 1407 .html 

7.2.2 Carrying Bo Town f"Irewood 
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Contracting to bring firewood from Bo-Tak:ua or what the 

local people called it "Carrying Bo Town firewood", was another important 

occupation of Tha Rae people from around 1934 to 194034
. It was stated that around 

1931, there was a French company working on lead well in Laos and firewood were 

needed during smelting. The water had to be boiled and the steam was used to run the 

electrical machine that separates ores from leads. That was the reason why large 

amount of firewood were needed plus the fact that there was not sufficient amount of 

transportation that bring firewood to the area because of the lack of Laotian labourer. 

7.2.3 Molding Water Jar 

It was popular among native people. The area that was the 

most popular with people molding water jar was Tha Rae area. This became popular 

since the formation of the communitl5
. The size of water jar was not that big. The 

size was smaller than the present day dragon patterned water jar. Besides water jar, 

other potteries such as pots, jars were also produced. The clay used was taken by the 

people from Baan Chiang Krue's swamp which was located next to Tha Rae. 

34 Ibid. 
35 Ibid, 44. 
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The bark, which was used for heating up the jar, was from 

Kusumal districe6
. Once the molding and the burning were done, the people would 

put them on the carriage and trade them at the nearby districts, or sometimes they 

would be traded for unmilled rice, rice or other agricultural products. The people of 

Tha Rae only stopped molding water jar around 20 years back, because the raw 

materials were hard to find and the water jar from Rachburi, which were brought to 

sell in North Eastern part of Thailand was more popular. The aforementioned 

occupations were taken by male population at Tha Rae while females were doing 

farming, catching fish at Nong Ham, weaving, being housewife as main jobs.37
. 

7 .2.4 Trading 

Once the farming season was over and during drought period, 

the people would put stuff on the carriage and took them to other big towns to sell. In 

the beginning, Vietnamese people were the one who started the trade, then other local 

people took on the job as well because they found it was the way to make good 

money. However, they did it during drought period only because it was convenient for 

them to travel around and it suited the fact that they had to travel ,to places away from 

home. The animal used to drag the carriage was cow. They travelled by land and 

used to travel in groups of 5 - 1 0 carriages, as they were afraid of thieves. Big 

merchants would take tens of carriages each time and the leader would accompany 

and manage the carriages. Those people were called "Naihoi" (u1vlav) . The products 

that Tha Rae people took to sell in Korat were wild products such as animal leathers 

(cow and buffalo leathers) that were dried up. The Vietnamese merchants would also 

purchase some products to sell in Tha Rae when they sold all their stuff. The products 

that were usually brought back were cotton threads, matches, soaps and different 

other products. Besides older generations of Vietnamese merchants, the trade of 

animal leathers continued to the next generation such as Mr Churnnong Pongpis (Ong 

Ngiam) whom migrated to Thailand after World War I. There were some local 

people such as Mr Lian Papromrit, who had Galeung descent also traded leathers with 

Pibooltham shop. The unproduced leathers needing to be tanned were purchased from 

Pothipaisarn and Kusumal district at Sakon nakon province. In later years, the 

36 Ibid, 44. 
37 Ibid, 44. 
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popularity of trading animal leathers had gone down which was due to raw materials. 

The buffalo and cow leathers were hard to find , as well as the fact that you need to 

have capital to stock the leathers before selling them out, which caused the number of 

these types of merchants to go down. 

From aforementioned facts, it could be stated that the 

potential of the trade and the diligence of Tha Rae people to work, especially in the 

Vietnamese merchant group were the important factor that created more stability of 

the community's economy than other nearby communities. The main occupations 

which created high earnings were the trading of unmilled rice, leathers, money 

loaning. These occupations gave Vietnamese merchants financial stability that they 

could build French style home. Therefore even though there is no statistic to prove, 

but the evidence of architecture that still could be seen at present proved that there 

was financial stability of the community. Besides the diligence of the merchants of 

Tha Rae, this was well known in all over Northeastern part of Thailand. Stated in the 

research ofWarangrat (1999) there is even a saying that ''No one wants to be born as 

a cow of Tha Rae because they would have to work hard and ,carry stuff to sell at 

distant towns and without any rest". 

Tha Rae Today 

The location of Tha Rae Sub-district municipality 

North - Situated by Ummjarn sub-district, Kusumal district and Nakaew 

sub-district, Ponnakaew district 

East - Situated by Nakaew sub-district, Ponnakaew district 

South - Reached Nang ham public area 

West - Reach Chiang Kruea sub-district, Muang district 

The area has the size of 21.25 Square/Km. 

Settlement: Most of population lives along the Nang Ham Lake due to 

water being the main transportation in the past. 
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Population: Tha Rae Sub-district Municipality divided in 15 villages and 5 

Sub-district; Moo 1, 3, 6,7 and 8. Total amount of population in there is about 7,095 

people with 3,366 men and 3,587 women. There are approximately 2,229 families. 

Transportation: There are 2 main transportation in the area which is water 

and road transportation. The main important roads in this area are; Udon Thani -

Nakon Phanom, Nawar- Tha Rae, Sakon Nakhon Province. 

Electricity: Provincial Electricity Authority of Sakon Nakhon provided 

electricity to all of the residence in Tha Rae community. 

Water: Provincial Waterworks Authority, Department of Mineral 

Resources and Tha Rae Sub-district waterworks provided water supply to all of the 

residence in Tha Rae community. There is also ground water in Tha Rae temple 

provided for people nearby. 

area. 

Telecommunication: There is only one post and telegraph office in this 

Traffic: Under control of Tha Rae Provincial police station. 

Land use: Majority of land use is agriculture and for rysidential in order. 

Religion: Almost 99 %38 of the populations in Tha Rae sub-district 

municipality are Christians. Consequently, the municipality has promoted activities 

such as the Christmas parade stars and inspirational Prayers for Lighting Candles. 

Employment: Most of people in this area are involved in agriculture, 

trading and fishery39
. The important agricultural products are rice and fishery (Nong 

Ham Lake and nearby). On the other hand, the overall employment rate of people in 

Tha Rae Sub-district municipality is relatively high when compared with other 

province in Sakon Nakhon. The main reason is the instability of resident occupation; 

people try to change from agriculture to another occupation while the new career that 

takes place within the area is not enough and lack of market support. 

Industry: There are 4 industrial factories in this area such as Rice mill, 

Auto repair garage, Furniture Factory and trading- wholesaler and retailer40
. 

38 Ibid, 40. 
39 Ibid. 
40 Ibid. 
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Figure 17: Location ofTha Rae 

(Adapted from Tha Rae Sub-district municipality border map, 20 16) 

The migration and the occupation of the people 

Based on the book of 125th anniversary of the founding of the Tha Rae 

Catholic Community41 report that around 100 years ago, a group of Tha Rae people 

emigrated with their families to Sakon Nakhon province. The people moved across 

Nong Ham via boat and settled in the forest. They created liveable spaces and built 

homes and eventually created small villages, which was called "Ban Tha Rae". By the 

year 2488 when roads were built with road from Nakonpanom to Udonthani, the 

farmers who were enthusiastic and diligent took up the job to transport stones, soils to 

build the road in the area over the course of 10 years. However it doesn' t mean that 

they did nothing for 1 0 years besides transporting stones and soils, but during rainy 

season the people also did farmings. Their usual occupation as farmers continued. 

41The 125th Anniversary Book of Tha Rae published for the 125th 
anniversary of the founding of the Tha Rae Catholic Community in 2009. 
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Economic and overall social state 

1. Economic state - for the people in the community was in good level. 

Most people took up 3 main occupations which were public servants, trading and 

farming. Besides there were other occupations such as general contractors or private 

enterprise officers, agricultural products, crops, animal breeders and fisheries. 

2. Agriculture- Within the municipality ofTha Rae, there is not much land 

for agriculture and most people do farming nearby to municipal areas. Some people 

work in fisheries around Nong Ham and nearby areas. 

3. Industrialisation - Within the municipality of Tha Rae, there are mostly 

small/ family sized industries such as rice mill, car garage, furniture assembly and 

factories for wholesale or retail. 

4. Commercial affair - trading styles are retail and wholesale. Business 

operators were large and small. The people had their share of the business at market 

in the new municipal area and in their own villages. In the future, it is expected that 

the new business opportunity will be in the automobile sales and exchange service. 

5. Tourism - Tha Rae municipality has geographical area which is close to 

the east side ofNong Ham. It has nice scenarios and the local government declared it 

the scenic point ofNong Ham. In the future the local government will organize boat 

tour to view Koh Kang and collecting fees to do so. Nong Ham area has been 

modified so it could become tourist destination. This is done under the budget of the 

local government and with the support from other agencies. 

6. Livestock - In some area of the municipality of Tha Rae, there are 

livestock such as cows, which replaced the old occupation. In the future it will 

become more widespread because the local government receives financial support 

with the supply channel for the breeder. 



Local Festivals (unique festival) 

The rosary praying tradition in the Virgin Mary month 42 

(th ::LwnhnfltT1t.J1.h ::fi11~tl'ULLli'Vf~::) (Article by Mr. Thanom Suksaghacharean) 

1. Background and Beliefs 
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Virgin Mary is the mother of Jesus who was born of the Holy Spirit. 

The Bible stated that, at the banquet in Cana, the liquor that the host brought to the 

party was finished up and not enough to cater to everyone. Virgin Mary asked Jesus 

to help out, by asking the servants of the host to take the water out of the jug and 

served it to the guest. The guests were surprised as good quality liquors were usually 

served to the guests at first instance, but in this case, they were brought out later on. 

The water was miraculously turned into wine due to the pray from Virgin Mary, 

therefore Virgin Mary was a refuge of the Christians, because if they prayed to Jesus 

through her then the chance that their requests be granted would be high. As it was 

recorded in the bible, other incidents were revealed at the city of Lud, and at the city 

of Fatima as Virgin Mary instructed people to pray using rosary in hope that people 

who were misguided and committed sinful act to repent (The 125th Anniversary Book 

of Tha Rae, 2009)43
. 

2. The rosary prayer in the month of Virgin Mary 

This festival is supported by private and government sectors.44 The 

rosary prayer by Tha Rae people to worship Virgin Mary takes place in the whole 

month of October each year, starting from the first day of the month. People in Tha 

Rae go to church and take the pictures of Virgin Mary to the blessing ceremony and 

attended the opening ceremony of rosary prayer. The prayer rotates around different 

families on each night. The host prepares the place such as by setting up worshipping 

tables for Virgin Mary and lays mats for people to sit down. The leader leads the 

prayer and the villagers follow. The bouquet is given to Virgin Mary as a respect 

gesture. When the ceremony is completed, the host gives snacks to children who 

42 Ibid, 59. 
43 Ibid, 59. 
44 Ibid, 53. 



62 

follow their parents to the ceremony. The snacks mostly consisted of 4-5 candies 

packing in the small bag and are prepared during the day. For the well-off families, 

other foods are provided such as ice cream, traditional white noodles with curry, 

papaya salad with Thai anchovies, pandan leave noodles and other desserts, which all 

depend on the host to prepare for the children on the praying night. 

On the night of Fatima home of the priests' celebration, there is a parade 

of Virgin Mary statue from Archangel Michael, Tha Rae cathedral to Home of the 

priests. They prayer is not heard for one night to celebrate the Virgin Mary statue. On 

the last night of October, the patriarch holds the closing ceremony of Virgin Mary's 

month at sacred forest, because the next morning which falls on the 151 day of 

November, there is Mass for the deceased and the lighting of candles at the sacred 

forest (Celebration for all saints) and the annual merit making to the deceased. At the 

end of the month, the rosary praying ceremony at home is considered the end and it 

starts again in October the following year. 

Celebrate the home of the priests and the parade of the Virgin Mary statue (~HHH 

,r, 'ULW'mn::m·ml'ivn::21lmJm::) (Article by Mr. Nithat Samerpithak, 2009)45 

1. Backgrounds and beliefs 
Home of the priests of Fatima is a place to train young priests to become 

future priests. This little home has been with Tha Rae from the beginning. Therefore 

it is as significant to celebrate the home of the priests as to the church itself. 

Numerous people also show up at the ceremony. 

2. Activities during the ceremony 

Based on Tha Rae sub-district municipality, Development plan for 2017-

2019 (20 16)46 explained that the celebration at home of the priests is usually held 

around the second week of October each year and within this period, there is the 

rosary prayer of Virgin Mary. Two nights before the ceremony, there is a sermon to 

prepare people' s spirit on the first night. The parade of Virgin Mary statue takes 

place on the second night starting at Archangel Michael, Tha Rae cathedral to Home 

of the priests. For the arrangement and decoration of movable throne on parading 

45 1bid, 59. 
46 1bid, 40. 
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vehicles, the officer at home of the priests asks for the assistance from community 

committee. 

On the night of the parade, the people show up to the parade around 7 

pm. The parade leads by young priests, followed by senior priests, the movable throne 

vehicle, sisters from Lovers of the cross, common people, and lastly the motorcycles 

and cars. The people from Tha Rae who join the parade bring bouquets and candles. 

During the auspicious time, the priest leads the rosary prayer, then switch to singing 

celebratory song for Virgin Mary. Once they reach home of the priests, they then 

start the communion, give bouquet and then burn the letter for Virgin Mary. After the 

ceremony, there are activities on stage by different parties such as from teachers and 

students of Saint Joseph Tha Rae and Sakhon Nakon province, Niramon Wittaya 

Pawan School and group of priests. 

On the celebration day, the event starts around 10.00 A.M. to wait for 

good Samaritans from other church to attend the function in time. Once it is over, the 

home of the priests prepare refreshments for guests who attend the function. While 

enjoying the food, the guests can watch the stage shows that are prepared by group of 

priests and by other schools. In the afternoon, Tha Rae people parade the silver-leaved 

tree and hand it to home of the priests as a symbol of supporting gesture. At night 

time, there are different entertaining activities such as outdoor cinema showing recent 

released movie, that home of the priests have provided to the people as a sign of 

gratitude for attending the function and donation given. 

Celebrate the Saints and Lighting candles for the dead in the sacred forest (~HHFJ 

, "~ :: "" , "" , ·'' " ~ .t.. " ) b M Th S k kh h 47 
L'H'Ufi'I.JtyVl~'HflltJ ~l'U~~LVltJ'U L'Hr;J'111tJ L'Uu1'1111'1n~nvtli y r. anom u sa ac arean 

1. Backgrounds and beliefs 

According to the belief of Tha Rae people, the relatives of the deceased 

bury the dead in the sacred forest because it is believed that on the last day of the 

world, there will be judgement for the actions of both the deceased and the living at 

the same time. The deceased could no longer commit bad act or do good deeds, 

therefore it is up to the living relatives to do things for them. The living relatives then 

47 Ibid, 59. 
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make merits for the deceased so they could enter the Kingdom of heaven.48 On the 

judgement day, the lighting of the candles symbolises the light to lead the deceased to 

God and it is also believed that the deceased will receive the food provided on the 

communion day and will receive merit making from the relatives. This was mentioned 

earlier as the deceased could no longer do good deeds on their own. 

2. Activities on Celebration of Saints day 

As Father Weeradech Jaisri49explained, in the old days, the lighting of 

the candles and merit making for the deceased takes place on 2nd of November each 

year. No matter what day it falls on, it will always be on 2nd . . Later on, when 2nd of 

November does not fall on the weekend, which poses the problem for relatives of the 

deceased who for example work for the government and could not take leave to 

attend. Therefore to make it suitable for all and to give opportunities for the dead to 

receive the merit from those relatives, the committee then moves the date to the first 

Saturday of the month. To prepare for the merit making at the sacred forest, the 

relatives of the deceased clean up the grave area by cutting grasses and repaint the 

gravestone to make it neat. For the well-off people, they would Jay tiles in the grave 

area to make it beautiful and long lasting. The cleaning activity is considered a way of 

showing respect and being grateful towards the deceased. Once a year to clean up the 

resting place of the dead is a good thing. The grave stone that has fading colour could 

be repainted to give it fresh look. During the preparation of the sacred forest, the 

atmosphere is not at all scary due to the number of people participating. Relatives in 

Bangkok and other provinces who do not meet often will get to see one another on 

this day. 

Father Chatchai also explained that on the Friday before the merit

making day, the relatives prepare flowers and orchid is often the choice as it is 

considered good luck and also beautiful to decorate the grave. In some gravestone in 

which the relatives of the deceased with successful business or earn much money, 

would use roses and provide more offerings that the deceased could not even take 

them all back to the afterlife. It is a good deed though as the spirits which have no 

visit from the relatives would be able to take part of the merits back as well. On this 

48 From the Interview with Father Weeradech Jaisri, January, 2017 
49 From the Interview with Mr. Nithat Samerpithuk, April, 2016 
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day, there are multiple vendors at Tha Rae market selling orchids and most 

importantly, the white candles to put on graveyard. Tha Rae people believe that the 

lighter it gets, the brighter path for the spirits will be provided. On the Saturday 

morning of the merit-making day, the relatives wake each other up from dusk to 

prepare for the candle lighting ceremony at the sacred forest, which is usually at 5 

A.M. The writer also wakes up at the same time and once arriving at the sacred forest, 

people could be seen coming from all over. The reason they roam around is because 

they have to visit multiple graves to light candles. When they come across relatives 

who have not seen each other in a long time, then they would stop and greet one 

another but only for a little while as the sun will rise and they might not light candles 

for all graves. The communion starts at around 6 A.M. at the resting pavilion for 

bodies of priests. 

Once they light candles on the grave, the relatives would bring rice 

grains, dry foods and fruits to the offering table at the communion ceremony. Those 

offerings include sticky rice, steamed rice, banana, apple, grape, sapodilla, monkey 

apple, custard apple etc. These choices are up to the relatives to, bring. Some people 

bring mat, pillow and necessary household products because there is a belief that the 

dead come to earth to collect them on this day. 

At 6 A.M., the priests start the communion at the pedestal, which are 

attended by relatives of the deceased. Some people even sit on the grave of their 

deceased relatives. However, most of them gathered up in front of the pedestal. Once 

the ceremony on the pedestal is over, the priests sprinkle holy water on the graves, 

which is considered the ending of the ceremony. People start to go home and cook for 

families for this family reunion. 



Figure 18: Lighting candles for the dead in the sacred forest. 

(Photo taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 

Star Parade on Christmas Day ( ~1'UI'Vlfl'nmLli~11 'Yi111i) 

1. Backgrounds and beliefs 
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As in the article from the 125th anniversary of the founding of the Tha 

Rae Catholic Community in 2009 displayed that Christmas Day is the day that Jesus 

was born. The bible has stated that Jesus was born on this earth for redemption of 

man. Before he was born, there was a sign, which pointed towards the fact that great 

being was about to be born. One star shone brighter than others, the prophet stated 

that it means the saviour has been born somewhere. The prophets from all over then 

went around looking for him, so they could provide him with precious gift. This star 

was a guiding star and led the group to find the baby on the animal-feeding tray in the 

animal cave. They also found Virgin Mary, Saint Joseph and sheepherder in the area. 

Once the group found baby Jesus, they then provided him with gold, incense and 

Myrrha. 

2. Activities on star parade day 

Christmas celebration and star parade festival usually takes place on 24 

December each year. The beginning of December is the start of Christmas festival. 

People prepare for the upcoming festival by decorating their houses with different 

lightings, star model, Christmas tree. The decoration starts at the road in the middle 

of the village before other areas. Christmas is also considered family day, therefore 

it' s the day that family gets together. 
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As Father Chatchai Nilket50 explained, Star parade festival did not 

involve competition like nowadays, therefore star models were displayed at the 

church area with the small stars being made to use in the parade. Later on there is 

some sort of competition, so people from different villages created beautiful stars to 

compete with one another. Some people create cave for Jesus while some use actual 

person as Jesus. The star parades start at around 7 P.M. on 24 December. Once it's 

done, people then go inside the church to organize communion on Christmas Day. 

Before the communion, there is a play, which recreates the birth of Jesus scenes. 

In the old days, the communion on Christmas Day starts at around 

midnight because there is a belief that Jesus was born around this time. Nowadays the 

committee move up the time to start after the star parade finishes. In the evening, Tha 

Rae people then take the stars from the competition on 24 December at Tha Rae to use 

in other parade for Christians at Sakon Nakhon province. Also the star parade festival 

on Christmas Day has become part of the tradition of Sakon Nakhon province, 

"Merry Christmas". 

Figure 19: Cars parade decorated Figure 20: The house decorated -

with lights. with lights. 

(All photos were taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 

5° From the Interviewed with Father Chatchai Nilket, January,2017 
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Figure 21: The house decorated with lights. Figure 22: Activity on Star Parade

festival. 

(All photos were taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 
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Rice giving ceremony and the celebration of the church (1'u'lJtyntJ~'If11Un::~HHFl1") 

by Mr. Prayud Yongdee and Father Michaels Prarinya Samerpithak51 

1. Background and Belief 

According to the belief of Christian Tha Rae people, by providing god 

the first product from your farm is considered merit making. The main occupation of 

Tha Rae people at the time was rice, com growing. After the harvest season, people 

took the rice to the church and the priest who took them was the representative of god 

(Samerpithak, 2009). 

2. Activities on the rice giving ceremony and the celebration of the 
church 

The Rice giving ceremony (1'u1JtyntJ.:J'If11) usually takes place in January 

each year. Before the ceremony day, people take rice to the courtyard of the church in 

the morning. In the evening, people share traditional food such as Spicy frog, Ant egg 

curry jelly ('MlJn1~lJ"lL"~), Omm curry (un~VtllJ), Thai anchovy papaya salad, grilled 

chicken, sticky rice etc. It depends on which food people could bring as pot luck. 

Father Weeradech refers to oral history of this festival; the most important thing is 

alcohol that people brewed themselves. In local language, it is called "Lou Toe". The 

cooking step of local food and how to brew Lao toe has been recorded in the book 

51 Ibid, 59. 
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"Eating Culture of Tha Rae People". People who do not join the eating party watch 

the play called "Pra mo Thai" ('11U·:n.h::1lJ-.1v), which is like South of Thailand's shadow 

play (Nung-Ta-Loong). The dubbing is done live. The writer noted this down in the 

book "Traditional play of Tha Rae. Those who participate in the eating party enjoy 

the eating party; while others who prefer to watch the play carry on to do so. 

The celebration continues until the play finishes or when food and drinks run out in at 

dusk. Most people do not leave until the drink is gone. 

As in the book of 125th anniversary of the founding of the Tha Rae 

Catholic Communilf2stated that in the next morning, the priests bless the donated 

rice, which is the symbol that donated rice is accepted and the following year, the 

food supply will be abundant. Once this blessing is over, people then enter the church 

for the mass to thank god, to thank the ancestors for migrating to Tha Rae, to thank 

Saint Michael for leading the way to this place. During the mass, the priest often 

mentions about the first group of settler including angels and the transport to the area. 

This ceremony usually finishes at noon. When the religious activity is done, people 

then join one another for lunch. In the afternoon, people take money tree that they 

donate to church. The local language, it is called "parading of gun Ion tree" (m1~·w)'U 

mw'W) which is adapted from Buddhist tradition. In the past, to create "gun Ion tree" 

(m1~'Wn'U'\1lHl'U ), Tha Rae people used small part of bamboo or banana tree and 

decorated with pencils, money or other supplies that priests could use. Nowadays it is 

money only. 

At around 2 P.M., people carry money tree to donate to priests. When 

the writer of this book was a kid, she liked to see "the gun Ion tree parade" (ulM'Wn'W 

lfcHJ'W), as it was fun and exciting. Some trees were small, while some were big 

depending on how much people could get donation from others. What people could 

definitely see in the parade is people wearing ghost-like costume or guys wearing 

dress with funny make up that dance to the beat of the drum. Some teased the children 

by scaring them off. Kids run away giggling when they see people with ghost like 

52 Ibid, 59. 
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costume nearby. Samerpithak, (2009) explain that the head of the costume is created 

by using local knowledge and should be supported and preserved. Nowadays the 

parade does not involve this ghost like costume any longer. Once people reach the 

church they would circle it 3 times for good luck, then entering the church to present 

it to the head of the church to use for the religious purpose and this is considered the 

end of the ceremony. Currently, the celebration of church is held separately, while 

rice-giving ceremony is still for people to bring rice to the church's courtyard and it 

starts out the same way with the ceremony starting from the morning with priest 

blessing the rice, follow with mass and to thank god for it. This is the end of the rice

giving ceremony. 

For the celebration of church, which is now held separately, there is a 

preaching for the people 2 days before the ceremony to get them ready spiritually. 

The rice blessing step is skipped and started with the mass and god appreciation 

process. Furthermore, Mr. Nithat Samerpithak described in the book of The 125th 

Anniversary Book of Tha Rae that the celebration starts at around 10.00 A.M., to 

allow sometimes for the relatives from other areas to participate the mass and god 

appreciation process in time. After the mass, everyone joins one another for a meal. 

In the afternoon, they parade the "Gun Lon tree" as per usual process. The difference 

is there is no meeting beforehand such as during rice-giving activity. When the 

parade of the tree is over in the afternoon, people can then enjoy the shows at night. 

This also depends on the organizer to bring different shows for the night. It changes 

each year depending on what is new. In the past, "Pra mo Thai" (th:: 1JJ-.1v) was 

considered the best for the ceremony of this type, but it could no longer be found at 

present. The fun activities replacing the play are movies, musical band. Some year, 

people can find merry go round, dart throwing game and hitting the ball in the right 

target to make a person falls into the water etc. Some year, there was even army tank 

on display. For small churches that does not have sufficient budget, they would still 

go for the Rice- giving ceremony (1'W1JtymJ'I,rrJ) and celebration of church ('1l'WlH'1t1'11fl) 

on the same day like Tha Rae people in the old day. It is up to the committee to 

decide how they organize the event. At Tha Rae, there is a possibility that it might 

tum into the same old if they have limited budget. 
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Fasting during Lent period and Paschal candle (\J 1::L'Yfwnni'inf1nn~1ui'Ylii'nl'UJ'\11'Vi1~ 

un::ul'irViuu'l1nm) by Saint Peter Taweechai Sriworrakul53 

1. The meaning and the history of Lent period and Paschal candle 

The record on the bible stated that at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

experimented with living without food for 40 days and 40 nights until he was arrested 

by soldiers and tortured by whipping and putting on crown of thorn and carried cross 

over the mountain of Glavario. He was placed on the cross until he passed. His body 

was then buried at the resting area. In the past though people were buried in the cave. 

Three days later he was resurrected and both his body and the spirit entered heaven. 

The bible stated that when Jesus was captured and tortured, along the way to the 

mountain, he used a donkey to support him. A group of people used olive leaves to 

lay on the path that he was traveling on. 

2. The activities on the day 

Lent festival started in the beginning of March and ended around mid

April of each year. During the 40 day fasting and eventually led to his captured and 

tortured to death on the cross. The Rae people called this "Maha-Prot" or Lent 

period. It is the fasting period and the time that people have to avoid doing things that 

they like such as eating, drinking, buying etc. People avoid it to eliminate vanity 

inside ourselves to think of the suffering that he endured before he passed. The 

dedicated Tha Rae people fast in the morning and do not consume meat at all on 

Friday. 

Based on the interview with the elder, they said that on Sunday before 

the first week of Lent, it is the "Sunday with leaves". The reason it is called "Sunday 

with leave" is to remember the time when Jesus was captured and people used olive 

leaves to lay on the path for him to step on. So the incident on the day is used for the 

celebration on Sunday. In the past, Tha Rae people used branches or leaves that could 

imitate olive leaves as stated in the bible and the fact that the olive leaves could not be 

found in Thailand. So any beautiful leaves were used and the branch type had been 

53 Saint Peter Taweechai Sriworrakul described in the book of The I 25th 
Anniversary Book of Tha Rae published for the I 25th anniversary of the founding of 
the Tha Rae Catholic Community in 2009. 
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changed throughout the time, until Palm leaves or long coconut leaves are used at 

present. The palm leaves are weaved into different shapes such as interweave or 

strand from bottom to top. Some people who are weaving artisans tum it into 

grasshopper or fish shape etc. On Saturday, other people who do not have time 

usually buy them from the market, where people sell the finished products for 2 or 5 

Baht depending on how neat these palm leaves are. 

As Father Chatchai said that on the Sunday, they take these palm leaves 

and use them in the parade from Matino Pavillion {fl'1f11111Hi1u), participate the mass 

and the blessing of the palm leaves. Two days later, on the Wednesday that people 

call it "Wednesday Rub Tao" (1uytlifuLrl'1) or the Wednesday to receive the ash, the 

priest sprinkle ashes on people's head to remind them that human start from the 

ground up and will eventually go back into the ground. The ashes come from the 

blessed palm leaves from the Sunday before Lent of the year earlier that are burnt. 

After that it is considered the first week of Lent festival. Every Friday at around 7 

P.M., there is a parade, which shows 14 episodes of pictures to remember the 

situation that Jesus was tortured and passed away. The priest reads out background 

story of each episode. This continues until the last Friday before the Lent is over. On 

the last Friday, the parade of the 14 episodes takes place at 3 P.M. with the respect 

paying and kissing of the cross. On Saturday, there is a celebration for Jesus 's 

resurrection, after he had passed for 3 days. After his resurrection, all Christians 

including ones from Tha Rae believe that it is a celebratory event with friends and 

family. "Happy Pasaka day'' or "Happy resurrection day'' is used for this occasion. 

People give gifts with well-wishing cards as if it is Christmas day of New Year. 

3. Celebration on Resurrection day and the meaning of Resurrection 

Candle Parade 

Based on the interview with the elder, they said that in the past, the 

parade of resurrection did not involve candles. The only candle lit was by the head 

priest inside the church to symbolize Jesus who was saviour and light to mankind. 

People use white candle and the priest used to be the people that organized the candle 

with the help of the people who decorate it such as by using local flower for 

decoration. The candle used is bigger than the one for regular Mass. At that time 
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there was no competition like at present, therefore there was only decoration of the 

candle which was used at the church. 

Later on the task of decorating the resurrection celebration candle was 

given to the household that people specialized in doing decoration. The candle was 

given to the church for the function and each year different households took turn in 

doing do so without any competition. Things got evolved with decoration of vehicle 

that carry candle to the church. The committee then organized Resurrection candle 

competition; therefore the vehicle that carries the candles has been decorated 

beautifully. The competitors are divided into 4 districts. The score is given for the 

beautiful decoration of the vehicles, the meaning of resurrection candle, and other 

factors that contribute to the meaning of resurrection and the readiness of participants 

from particular district. 

Each district starts to design and work on the vehicle that carries the 

resurrection candle a couple of days before the day. It starts with the co-meeting with 

the community committee in each district and delegate tasks for different people. 

During this period, we can see the different form of people's power from the people 

in the community to exchange thoughts and learn things together. 

Saint Peter Taweechai Sriworrakul described in the book of The 125th 

Anniversary Book of Tha Rae 54
, the parade starts at 2 A.M. and leaves from the 

decorating area to the competition area at the church. Once the winner is announced, 

they return home to celebrate and putting everything back and that is considered the 

end of the candle parade. The winning district has to give the candle to the church to 

be used for the next function. The runner up though has to give candles to other 

church, home of the priests and Gapuchin church. 

54 Ibid, 59. 
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Natural and cultural landscape of Tha Rae community 

The area of Tha Rae community is surrounded by rice field and It is 

situated by Nong Ham Lake. The lake has been connected with the lives of the local 

people for a long time. This area maintains a good condition of the natural 

environment so there is a lot of fish diversity in the lake. The heart of the community 

contains St. Michael Archangel Cathedral, school and market which people can have 

activities together in special event or festival. 

The natural and cultural landscape can be divided into 4 large groups as 

follow; 

• Agriculture area 

• Central Cultural area 

• Road and Pedestrians 

• Nong Ham Lake and water circulation 

Figure 23: Natural and cultural landscape ofTha Rae community 

(Adapted from Google Earth, by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 
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Agriculture area 

The areas at Tha Rae are surrounded by rice fields and river side. Some 

villagers bring their buffalos and cows to the fields and to graze on the grass. 

The main river feeding the lake is the Nam Pung, which originates in the 

Phu Phan Mountains south of the lake. The outflow of the lake is the Huai Nam Khan 

to the southeast, which flows into the Mekong. The average depth of the lake is 2- 1 0 

meters, however during dry season the lake shrinks as some shallow areas become 

dry. The lake is fished 55
. Twenty percent of the fish caught in the lake are Puntius 

brevis. Much of the shore has been converted into a public park for the nearby city. 

The quality of the water is high so that, villagers who live next to the river 

still use water in the lake to take a bath or swimming with their friends and family. In 

the past villagers grow water vegetable in the lake and pick them when they want to 

cook the food or want to sell it. It can be seen that local people lifestyle remains 

closely still associated with the water. 

Figure 24: Agricultural area ofTha Rae Community 

(Adapted from Google Earth, 2016, by Niyornkar, P. , 2016) 

55 "The lake is fished", told by elders in the community 
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Central Cultural area 

This area has main cultural heritage resources, including the Church, 

School, local market and small local commercials where people can interact with each 

other, studying, make a merit and other activities. The Surrounding area is residential 

area. 

Figure 25: St. Michael Archangel Cathedral, Tha Rae 

(Photo taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 

Figure 26: Central cultural area in Tha Rae 

(Adapted from Google Earth, 2016, byNiyomkar, P., 2016) 
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Road and Pedestrians 

At this moment, Tha Rae has concrete road, concrete pathway (Don Pho 

Public Park area) and concrete bridge which provide them with easy and convenient 

travel to other place outside their village by motorcycle or other vehicle. 

Figure 27: Concrete pathway in Tha Rae (Don Pho Public Park area) 

(Photo taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 

Figure 28: Concrete pathway in Tha Rae old port. 

(Photo taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 
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Nong Barn Lake and water circulation 

The main river feeding the lake is the Nam Pung, which originates in the 

Phu Phan Mountains south of the lake. The outflow of the lake is the Huai Nam Khan 

to the southeast, which flows into the Mekong River . 

••••• Mekong River . "' ... Nong Ham Water Way 

Nong Ham Lake Tha Rae Community 

Figure 29: Nong Ham Lake and water circulation 

(Adapted from Google Earth, 2016, byNiyornkar, P., 2016) 



Chapter 4 

The Evolution of the housing architecture in Tha Rae community 

Home is built for people to live in as well as to protect their families from 

dan-gerous animals and from bad people. It is also used to keep valuable belongings 

and considered basic necessity for people. Cultural aspect influences the style of the 

architecture, as well as the aspects of economy, financial resource, and labour. 

Tha Rae community was formed in 1885 and had developed quickly. 

When the French Priest, Father Joseph Combourieu assumed the position of head of 

the church in 1885, he truly paid close attention to the Catholic community and 

adapted the western development plan to Tha Rae community such as city plan, by 

setting up the city plan into chess board like to connect main roads and small alleys. 

The church was the centre of the community. This type of city plan was very 

European while Thai city plan was more organic out of the ho11sings depending on 

types of the family. This factor made Tha Rae's housings very orderly and the number 

of people arose. The other important factor was the migration of Vietnamese people 

from Vietnam and Laos to Sakon Nakhon province and Tha Rae. They slowly 

migrated to the country after World War I and did so after World War II. These 

people were from poor background and from middle-income level. They were hard 

working in being merchants and did farmers. However, Tha Rae quickly became the 

centre of the trade for other nearby towns. The significant Vietnamese merchants 

such as Ong Luang, Ong Bung, Ong Day, and Ong J ang were the first generations of 

merchants who had good financial background. These people built Thai traditional 

styled home for their own families. They also built homes for their children as their 

inheritance, which was considered a tradition for well-off people. 

The evolution of the housing architecture of Tha Rae since 1885 has 

changed by the internal trend, which was the economy and the external trend, which 

was the architect from Vietnam that travelled to the country after World War II. 

79 
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The architectures could be categorized into 2 types, which were the 

wooden houses and the brick buildings. By studying wooden houses, the researcher 

divides contents into 2 parts for presentation, which are (1) the history of houses 

including with the case study with Architectural style and structure, (2) the Map of 

connection of each houses. 

Wooden houses 

Thai Traditional house caUed "Ruen Goei" 

The first type of wooden house was mostly called "Goei". Ruen Goei is a 

traditional Northest (Isarn) house which has a porch extended from the main house 

(bedroom). This porch can be used as a kitchen, recreation area, dining area, guest 

area and other uses for rituals and traditional activities for the Isarn. The lower floor 

is used as a storehouse, e.g. for storing utensils . Sometimes the area is used as a pen 

for poultry, cows and, buffaloes. Over the years, they became run down. Once their 

children inherited the houses, the style had been adapted or dem?lished to build new 

ones. The house that could still be seen at present days used to be owned by Ong 

Jang and inherited by Mr Prayul Bunjongsilp and can be used to study the old 

architecture. 

The case study of Goei style56 traditional house of Mr Prayul Bunjongsilp 

The person who built this home was Mr Tong Sorin or as he was called, 

Ong J ang. He was the brother of Ong Plemg who built the first brick building of Tha 

Rae. Omg Jang was born around 1857 - 1859 and when he migrated to Tha Rae, he 

was "Naihoi" ('U1tJltw). Ong Jang married Ms. Pang Udomdech and had 3 children. 

He provided them with lands and houses. His third child, Ms Kumplian got married to 

Mr Pramual Bunjonsilp, who is the father of Mr Prayul Bunjongsilp, the current 

owner of the house. The wood from this Thai traditional home came from cemetery 

desecration (current post office) and the Vietnamese contractor was hired to construct 

56 Because of the house has been changed to the other style, hence I cannot 
display the Goei's house image in this stage. 
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it. The style of Goei home used to have triangular roof and later adapted into flat type 

roof with galvanized iron, since tile could not be found. The porch was larger of about 

4 metres and was used as resting area for N aihoi 's high number of subordinates. 57 

In order to preserve this traditional vernacular, at present, Mr Prayul Bunjongsilp 

moved his home further down and turned it to face the eastern side instead of the 

south where it used to face. It could be noticed that Goei style home was built around 

the same time as the brick buidings, but Ong J ang was not fond of them because he 

did not trust the brick structure that had no steel structure. The brick might not be 

heated enough and therefore might collapse and harm the inhabitant. 

Architectural style and structure 

Refer to Warangrat (2000) explain that "Goei styled was influenced by the 

style of noble family's home such as future governor in Sakon Nakhon province. In 

the old days, this style of high pillared home was not permitted to be in the possession 

of commoners, as it was seen as too disrespectful for higher social class". 

Single storey commercial building (Shophouse) 

In the beginning, the Vietnamese community settled in the area during the 

colonisation of the West, the predominant architectural characteristics were mostly 

like those of Vietnamese settlement. Vietnamese adopted elements of architecture 

and art patterns from other regions; this appeared on shop houses ' facade. They had 

taken the style of a trading house to the Vietnamese tradition. There were single 

storey houses, separated into living area and trading area. 

57Warangrat, S. (2000). Path of faith and way of life in Catholic 
community Architecture at Tha Rae Sakon Nakon (in Thai). The Art and Culture 
Office ofRajabhat Sakon Na-khon Institute. Sakon Nakorn: Sakon Nakorn Printing. 



Figure 30: The example of the single storey house. 

(Photo taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 

The Architectural Style and its structure 
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At present, this type of building is believed to have evolved from the 

first type of bamboo hut that was leveled the ground. The mateqals and the structure 

were then changed to real wood. Mr Tun Denchairat or Ong Tern, the most important 

Vietnamese contractor of Tha Rae, stated that this type of housing was built after the 

high wooden pillared building deteriorated and eventually replaced by one or two 

storeys building that were at ground level. 

For this type ofbuilding, Warangrat (2000) explain and illustrate "it is 

required that more pillars are placed when it is being extended to fit more rooms, as 

seen in these 5 unit housings in which 3 8 pillars, sized 20 x 20 em. were required. 

The building structures were resting on the stone to support the weight. The structure 

of the roof had cross beam and closed ceiling. Ms Tongjeen's house had square 

frame for easy storage of goods above the ceiling. It is possible that later on, the nails 

or sticks were used to hold wooden board and wooden ceiling together. The roof was 

done with piles of woods or what was called "Pan Gled" (ufh.JLn~PI) . Nowadays, 

galvanized iron is used for roof'. Actually this type of housing was never meant to be 

so close to the ground, but it was supposed to be 30 em. above it. However, once 
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there was soil covering on the road or the entry path, the houses then became close to 

the ground or a little above the ground. 

Two storey commercial building 

The two storey houses were built up and extended out into the community. 

The French planning was a street perpendicular to the lake ofNong Ham. But even in 

colonial time, it had not found the art of the west in the early stages. There are still 

many multiple two storey commercial buildings, which are older than 60 years old at 

ThaRae. 

• House number 356 Rach-charoen Road which belonged to Ong Mow 

and passed down to Mrs. Boonrod Pongpis. Mrs. Boonrod married Mr. Noojiam 

Pongpis when she was 19 years old. She separated the living areas with her brother, 

Mr. Boonlerd Udomdech until he gave this house to his sister. (See in Figure 39) 

Figure 31 : Mrs. Boonrod Pongpis, the owner of house number 356 Rach-charoen 

Road (Photo taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 
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• House number 404 Rach-charoen Road which belonged to Ong Jang 

and now owns by Mr. Prasert Kayarach. 

Figure 32: Mr. Prasert Kayarach, the owner of house number 404 Rach-charoen Road 

(Photo taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 

The house is more than 85 years old which belonged to Mrs. Pangta, the 

oldest daughter ofOng Jang. She married Mr. Kumpor Yomboon. Since both had no 

child, they then adopted Mr. Prasert kayarach, the son of Mrs. Koo Kummang, Mrs. 

Pangta's sister. This other home was given to Mr. Prasert as his inheritance. The 

frontal part had been modified slightly. 

Figure 33: House ofMr. Prasert Kayarach Figure 34: The house number 404 Rach

charoen Road 

(All Photo in figure 33-34 were taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 
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• House number 407 Rach-charoen Road which belonged to Ong Huang 

or Mr. Chanpeng and passed down to the family of Miss Phongsri Phormaruk 

Figure 35: House of the family ofMiss Phongsri Phormaruk 

(Photo taken by Niyomkar, P ., 20 16) 

• House number 499 Rach-charoen Road which belonged to Ong Luang 

and passed down to Mrs. Prasarn Sakontawatr 

The house is more than 90 years old. The house that can still be seen at 

present days used to be owned by Mrs. Khumjong who is the daughter of Ong Leung 

and inherited by Mrs. Prasarn Sakontawatr and can be used to study the old 

architecture. Ms Prasam said that because of Mrs. K.humkong allergy with concrete so 

she moved to making wooden Victorian house instead of living in the concrete house. 

Moreover, Mr. Chanwut Sakontawatr (son of Mrs. Prasarn) explain that in the past, 

this house used to weaving for business, but there are no woven people today 

therefore they quit this business. 
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Figure 36: Mrs. Prasarn Sakontawatr, the owner of house number 499 Rach-charoen 

Road (Photo taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 

37 38 

Figure 37: Within the house of number 499 Figure 38: The house number 499 Rach

charoen Road 

(All Photo in figure 37-38 were taken byNiyomkar, P., 2016) 

Of all these 2 storey commercial buildings, Ong Mow's was the first 

building that was built before others, another reason is his grandson who is the 

researcher's friend, so it is considered the oldest in the area and was constructed by 

Annamese artisan. In this case, we will use only the house number 356 Rach-charoen 

Road as the case study. 
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The history of the house number 356 

Mr. Sombat Kumkhan whose Vietnamese name was Ong Mow 

Jangho. He later changed his last name to Udomdech and married Ms. Chandee 

Sirworakul and had 17 children together. Even though they had many children, Mr. 

Sombat was still hard working and when the building was constructed; Mr. Sombat 

and children opened a shop selling miscellaneous products such as prefabricated 

clothing, silk fabric, jar, clay pot, Annamese hat. They traveled to Khonkaen province 

and carried the products using carriage. When they had car, they then traveled to 

Udon Thani province to buy them. 

Part of Mr. Sombat's deligence came from his own personality, as his 

father was Annamese and his mother was Thai-Laotian. Even though his wife 

suggested that he started business in Sakon Nakhon province in which the return was 

better than at Tha Rae, but Mr. Sombat rejected it as he was satisfied with his 

earnings and his family's financial status. 58 By building this house, Mr. Sombat was 

the one that went into the forest and saw the wood himself because the Annamese 

contractor that he hired had an accident with a piece of wood fal~ing on his foot. Ong 

Ngiam, who was the cousin by marriage, took the patient to have traditional treatment 

with the "Thai-So" at Kusumal district until he was cured. Mr. Tun Denchai, the 

contractor agreed that the sidewall should be vertical as other traditional Thai house. 

Then it was changed to as modern house. It took 3 years to complete (W arangrat, 

2000). 

The construction and the architectural style 

The house, which belongs to Mrs. Boonrod Pongpis (see in figure 31) 

is the 3 unit town house, the first level being an open space and occupied by the 

parents. The upper floor is occupied by their children. The construction for this type 

ofbuilding started with laying 2 columns in accordance to the length of the wall. This 

is called "Mai Tub" (11Yi'U), by putting together the wood to create column as per 

desired height to set the floor level of the first floor, second floor and the cross beam. 

The space between each level must equal to the length of each pillar. Once the 

58 From the interview with Mr. Toungsit Pongpitr {9l'HffVlt 'lml~n), 21 
October 2016. 
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auspicious date is set, then the neighbor is gained to lay the column into the stone 

called "Hin Hae" (liuu~), which is the local material. "Sapannoo" or weight carrier is 

then set to hold these columns together, then other wooden parts are put together such 

as roof, decorative extension, eaves, floorboard and other decorative parts depending 

on personal taste and financial resource of the owner. 

It could be noticed that in the old days, the floor of the house was not 

constructed on the ground level, but around 1 metre above it. The 3 stepped ladder 

then has to be built. This is a long ladder parallel to the frontal part of the house. 

When there was soil covering to build the road and the ground level became higher. 

The floor level for this type of house then eventually leveled to the ground. At 

present, the floor of the first level deteriorated due to termites, some owner then took 

out all of these woods and lay concrete as the floor and putting linoleum on it instead 

of floorboard. The roof used to be built by roof plate, but now it' s galvanized iron. 

The porch and the backspace are extended to provide a little more space, but the 

structure remains mostly similar (Warangrat, 2000). 

Figure 39: The house number 356 Rach-charoen Road 

(Photo taken byNiyornkar, P., 2016) 
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Figure 40: The Map of connection of each house. 

Wooden houses 

O ong Mow 

G ong Jang 

G ong Huang 

O ong Luang 

(Adapt from google earth 2016, Photo taken by Niyomkar P., 2016) 
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According to the history of Tha Rae (chapter 3), the community was 

formed by catholic priest, who relocated from the Catholic community in the town of 

Sakhon Nakhon province. Later on, the locals who were Buddhists came to live in the 

area, but the number of them was not high. There were quite a high number of people 

who converted to Christianity, so this community could be considered a Catholic 

community. Under the direction of the priest and the culture of the Catholic, the way 

of life of the people turned into similar patterns such as the tradition, growing up, 

marriage, death, which all followed religious traditions. Other reason being the priest 

who had French background, therefore there was experience with setting up European 

City plan. So the chessboard (grid pattern) like square typed city plan was adopted at 

Tha Rae. The material used for the construction of building was concrete and was 

heavily influenced by Greek-Roman style. Later on, the religious buildings were 

developed and provided good knowledge on architecture for the priest. The priest was 

able to advise the Catholic with good financial background to build large construction 

or mansion using bricks. However the information is questionable as there were 
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similar brick constructions in Laos as well. Anyhow, there was not so much advice 

and assistance from the priest regarding the construction as the procurement of 

foldable doors and cements were from overseas. 

Mansion 

Mansion or Brick housing is the type of construction that is quite 

distinctive comparing to other types and could not be found in Sakon Nakon province. 

Even though this type of building was created around the same time as wooden 

construction, however wooden construction only last 80 - 90 years. The brick 

construction indicated 4 main conditions of the economy - society. 

1. Refer to the good relationship with French reverends. These people 

could buy materials and could hire the expertise to build, which could take years to 

complete the housing, they could purchase materials from overseas. 

2. The construction workers for this type of building were the people that 

had expertise in the brick construction. The workers must have .technical knowledge 

on brick construction and the use of local materials such as mixing the cement to 

make it durable by using rubber from bark (Bong tree, sugar cain) or materials from 

overseas (cement, hinge). So it could be assumed that these workers received the 

knowledge from French artisans who were living in Vietnam and Laos during western 

influence. 

3. Showing personal taste of the mansion owner who would like the 

spacious and elegant living area and something that differed from other regular 

wooden houses. The style of architecture had an influence from financial is secure 

Vietnamese people. 

4. Showing the secure financial status of the owner, which clarified that 

the owner was successful with their businesses. 

By studying mansion, the researcher divides contents into 2 parts for 

presentation, which are (1) the history of the 4 mansions including with the influence 

by cultural and religious belief in the style of the construction and the decoration of 

the building, (2) the Map of connection of each mansions. 
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The history of the Mansions 

Mansion of Ong Plerng Udomdech 

Mansion of Ong Plerng Udomdech at 280 Ratcharoen Road, Ban Tha Rae, 

Sakon Nakhon province (see in Figure 41) It was one of the first brick constructions 

at Tha Rae community. Owner was Ong Plemg whom was an Annamese that 

migrated to the area and took on many jobs such as farming, selling rice, Building 

housing with Annamese migrants as workers, Building wooden and brick housing. 

According to the text of Professor Surat W arangrat (2000) stated in the book "Path of 

faith and way of life in Catholic community Architecture at ThaRae SakonNakon (in 

Thai)" that "Mr Jumnong Pongpis used to earn 7 Baht per month when he worked as 

an assistant. It took him nearly 1 year to build this mansion and it was expected that 

he paid no more than 10,000 Baht at the time. He purchased sands from Mr Jumnong, 

who brought them from Nhong Ham area. Bricks were purchased from Annamese 

people at Tha Rae. There were 2 types of mortars, which were lime that was mixed 

with sands and water. The sands and water were initially soaked in barks of Bong 

tree. This type of lime mortars was used during setting up part .and to plaster. Other 

cement was made from France with the assistance from Father Joseph Combourieu. 

They were ordered and carried by a ship that carried barrels and woods to Bangkok. 

They were transported on the train to Korach and carried further by cart. As it was 

very expensive to use, therefore cements were usually used for particular purpose 

such as to scrub out the floor on the first level, to mix with sands and used to attach 

doorframe, arch above door and windows". 
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Figure 41: Mansion of Ong Plemg Udomdech. (Photo taken by Niyomkar, P ., 2015) 

The decoration of the building 

Above the door frame at the central of the building, this was 

considered the largest and decorated beautifully which had sculpture of personal saint 

of the owner, Saint Francis Xavier. Around both edges there were two rounded signs 

which were the style of European art. Besides there were moulded figures of dangling 

grapes with images of two squirrels nearby. The figures of big and small bunches of 

grapes were done beautifully. 

Figure 42: Image of the sculpture of personal saint of the owner, Saint Francis Xavier. 

(Photo taken by Niyomkar, P., 2015) 
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Warangrat (2000) stated in the book "Path of faith and way of life in 

Catholic community Architecture at ThaRae SakonNakon (in Thai)" that "the work of 

the moulded figure on the door at Ong Pemg's mansion was done by Mr Toon, the 

sculptor who eventually married Ong Perng's daughter. He was considered the artisan 

of Tha Rae at the time. Mr Ley Vhienvan, sculptor stated about the technique of 

moulding cements into different patterns such as squirrels. The sculptor must have 

mixed plasters, cements and fine sands to make the mixture set slower and then pure 

cements, so the sculptor did have sometimes to decorate, make adjustment until it was 

satisfying, so the mixture was left to be hardened, while nothing was added inside to 

make it stick to the wall." 

Beside images of squirrels in the grape bunch, there were images of 

the doe is finding meals for feeding her baby that is sleeping around the bush. 

It truly represented the tenderness between the mother and her young. 

These images reflected the philosophy of the religion that Saint Francisco Xavier had 

for the members of the home. 

Figure 43: Image of the doe is finding meals for feeding her baby. 

(Photo taken by Niyornkar, P., 2015) 



• • • • • 

Figure 44: Image of squirrels in the grape bunch. 

(Photo taken by Niyornkar, P., 2015) 
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The influence by cultural and religious belief in the style of the 

construction 

As mentioned in chapter 3, most of the populations of Tha Rae were 

Roman Catholic Christians. The church was the centre of all religious practices 

especially on Sunday. Christians of all age would go to church to practice religion and 

to listen to the teachings by reverends and assist the church with their needs. The faith 

in the religion could be seen in the style of arts such as architecture, sculpture, fine 

arts in the homes of the people especially the mansions of the financial secured people 

where you could see sculpture at the front and inside of the building, the beautiful 

carved wood used as shrine. 

At Ong Plerng's house, there were two sculptures with patterns were 

beautiful grape bunch patterned sculptures decorated in frame with Saint Francisco 

Xavier's name on it. The saint was Ong Plerng personal saint as it was a custom for 

the mother to take their children for baptism and used the saint's name for auspice. 

Inside Ong Plerng's mansion at the foyer on the ground floor, there 

was shrine and a sacred heart with small lightings. The lights were blinking at night 

and it is understood that the family used this shrine for daily pray and for special 

occasions. So it could be said that this mansion had beautiful moulded figures. 



Figure 45: the picture display the shrine and sacred heart with smalllightings. 

(Photo taken by Niyomkar, P. , 2016) 

Mansion of Ong Lueng or Trueng Sorintr 
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Mansion of Ong Lueng or Trueng Sorintr at 269 Tin Thai Road which was 

built in 1932 aged 84 years. 

Figure 46: The front of Mr. Trueng Sorintr's mansion 

Figure 47: Mr. Trueng Sorintr' s mansion. 

(All photo in figure 46-47 were taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 

Mr. Trueng Sorintr was a Vietnamese migrant who came to Tha Rae after 

World War I. He took on merchant job by using carriage to carry clothes to sell at 

different villages. After the marriage, Mr. Trueng took on many jobs such as farming, 
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trading rice grains by buying them at different farms and using carriage to bring them 

back to the barn at Tha Rae. When he required large amount of rice, he then gave the 

money to his staff to buy more from different villages and filled up the barn. As he 

was a major rice merchant, therefore he earned a lot of money. He donated rice every 

year during the era of Father Joseph Combourieu. Granting loan to the farmer with 6 

Satang interests was another job that he did. He also used 12 carriages to buy cow and 

buffalo leathers and apply salts on them and sun dried, and then resell. He was very 

diligent and even used carriages to carry stones and logs. By being hard worker, 

he became one of the wealthiest persons at Tha Rae. 59 

Besides building his own house and many barns, He also bought lands and 

built one storey commercial buildings for his children to trade including buying wild 

products from people. When he was a middle-aged man, he built brick building to 

live in and also to trade at the same time. Presently, the mansion becomes one of the 

most valuable heritages, beautiful and remarkable architecture in Sakon Nakhon 

Province. 

The decoration of the building 

Western influence architecture mixed with Vietnamese style. 

Vietnamese constructors used their folk wisdom and experience to build by laying 

bricks without any cement, concrete and steel but they utilized lime mixing with sand 

and local plant resin which is called Bong tree (local tree) and molasses. The structure 

of the second floor and the roof were mainly made of wood. The door and window 

frames are arched. Some of the equipment and materials were imported from France 

by Rev.Fr.Joseph Combouriue, a French missionary who was a parish priest of 

St.Michael Cathedral, shipped to Bangkok and loaded by train to Korat and carried by 

carts to Tha Rae. 

59 Ibid, 81. 



Figure 48: French influence architecture mixed with Vietnamese style. 

(Photo taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 
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The aforementioned technique and the procedure were quite different 

from the sculpture from Petchburi province60
, as they need to pound the cement 

before it could be used. There were altogether 14 steps for the procedure, which were; 

1. Putting limestone 2. In the kiln 3. The limestone that goes though 

heating will be less weight then before heating up 4. Sprinkle water 5. The limestones 

break apart into powder 6. Air-dry to make dry powder 7. Soak them into water 8. 

Mix fine sand in it 9. Add strands 10. Add glue or adherence 11. Mix them together 

12. Use it to create pattern and images 13. Air is inserted and hardens the mixture 14. 

The cement is set. 

Brick pattern above door frame, at his mansion brick lying above the 

door frame was the work that Vietnamese people emphasized on, including laying 

bricks to form half circle pattern or moon shape. The colour was painted along the 

brick line to make the pattern stood out, "To display brick pattern" and by colouring 

6° Fine Arts Department, Stucco Work, Thai Fine Arts, Bangkok Printing 
House, Religion Publishing House, 1997 page 49 
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the wall that was plastered to form half circle and painted brick pattern within it. The 

art of drawing brick pattern over the doorframe was commonly seen among 

Vietnamese artisan. The style could be found even with construction such as church, 

local Buddhist architecture in the village especially in Mr. Trueng's mansion. 

49 50 

Figure 49: Image showed brick pattern above door frame. 

Figure 50: Brick pattern above door frame was the work that Vietnamese people 

emphasized on. (All Photo in figure 49-50 were taken by Niyornkar, P., 2016) 

Balcony balustrade; Cement plaster work was easier than wood craft. 

When the mould is created into different shapes and the cement mixture was poured 

into them, it could be used to decorate the rails when the cement was dried up and 

taken off the mould. These decorations beautified the construction and made it 

attractive for the passerby. Carving wood and creating cement patterns are the work 

of refined arts which showed personal taste and financial status of the owner that 

could afford to hire this skilful craftsmanship. The wood was carved into vine or 

different types of shape. It was a highly detailed work, which required high patience 

and had limitation of equipment 90 years ago. 
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Figure 51: creating cement patterns is the work of refined arts which showed personal 

taste and financial status ofthe owner. (Photo taken byNiyornkar, P., 2016) 

The influence by cultural and religious belief in the style of the 

construction 

The work of the shrine at his house was influenced by French reverend 

and passed on to Christians in the area, especially those with good financial status. 

The construction was built by using bricks and cement mortar. It. was popular to build 

shrine inside the home by using moulded figures or wooden plate. Besides the use for 

praying, it was still used for other reasons such as when there were sick people, then 

the priests would visit to give blessings, provided sacraments, sacramental oil for the 

sick during crisis or when gravely ill. The offerings will be placed on the shrine and 

once the priest made auspicious marking then he would take them back6 1
• The 

carving of the woods use as shrine was an exquisite work and showed personal taste 

of the mansion owner. The carved wood works all had religious meanings with 

stories in the bible that displayed Dharma puzzles such as Picture of birds in the air in 

the shade is the symbol of all lives and the origin of life, which is Christ. 

6 1 Interviewe with The priest of the Immaculate Conception church, 
August, 2016 
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Mansion of Ong Day or Mr. Kumsing Udomdech 

Mansion of Ong Day or Mr. Kumsing Udomdech (passed to Mrs. Rosalee 

Sakonthawat, his daughter) 268 Tin Thai/ Tin Thai 2 Road, Ban Tha Rae. 

Figure 52: Mr. Kumsing Udomdech's mansion. 

Figure 53: Mr. Kumsing Udomdech' s mansion. 

(All photo in figure 52-53 were taken byNiyomk:ar, P., 2016) 

Ong Dey or Mr. Kumsing Udomdech came to Tha Rae and did farming 

and trading until he became successful and considered one of the wealthiest in Tha 

Rae. He married Ms. Gong, who was a local Thai person. From the account of Mr. 

Nikom Kayarach62 whom was his grandchild, this building was built in 1933 after 

Ong Leung' s building was finished. The land used to be muddy and used to keep 

buffalo. The lower floor was for trading purpose and selling miscellaneous stuff, 

basic necessities, Chinese scales and other unique products, as Mr. Kumsing was very 

much interested in collecting them. The upper level was to live in. There were 2 

bedrooms on the right and left of the building. They were called Hong Suam which 

were made to stand strong. There was big shrine to pray to Catholic figures . It could 

be used for religious purpose. 

62 Interview with Mr. Nikom Kayarach, January 2017 
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Mr. Kumsing was financial is secure due to him being diligent and hard 

working for his family including farming, trading grains. He also took carriage to 

carry cow and buffalo leather. He salted those leathers, sundried them and put them 

on the carriage to sell them in Korach. He also took fermented fish to sell in other 

area such as Kalas in province. He was one of the first of his generation that traded in 

other areas as leader of the carriage group, which turned Mr. Kumsing to be secured 

financially before the next generation of merchants. When he was older, he let his 

staff take care of the business trading with other areas. Mr. Kumsing passed away 

when he was 1 02 years old. That was considered a long life when comparing to 

people of his generation. 

It was not a sole intention of living in it when he built his mansion, but that 

meant it was the change of the economy - society. It could be considered fashionable 

for people who were well off, who had been saving money from trading. By having 

elegant housing, it showed the stability of the people and made them respectable. 

It could be seen with the people who had wood housing would have to make it long 

and big. Woods were carved for decoration. The same coulq be seen with brick 

housing, which were emphasized with cement plaster decoration in different areas 

such as cornices over the columns, arch over doors, the display of patterns on the 

brick around door/ window frame, the organization of shrine inside the building was 

one of the tradition that was influenced by the Europeans. Their tradition spread to 

the Vietnamese people during the French influence. This could be seen in some of 

the brick construction such as his mansion. 

As for the condition of the building, it is quite run down at present. 

Therefore it is not certain whether cements were used for foundation as it lacked 

renovation due to the long absence of the habitants. However, the important structure 

such as bolting, serrating, square shape like fish scales, diamond-shape quadrangle. 

These were considered traditional style, but they are as strong as the concrete column, 

which were put into the hole and sandalwoods used as roof structure. These were the 

work of the Annamese migrants at the time. 
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The decoration of the building 

The bedroom or Suam room (which does not mean Bathroom as it 

may mean at present) that was created for the owner had distinctive design and was 

different from the bedrooms that were built side by side for 2 - 3 units. The two 

bedrooms at the mansion of Mr. Kumsing Udomdech has a very strong structure. The 

size of the room goes all the way to the back of the building. The holes were drilled to 

create good ventilation. This room must be used to keep valuable belongings and 

important documents relating to commercial business. This was the reason why it 

was made strongly to create safe environment for the owner of this mansion. 

The balcony of the building is the part where the owner and the 

children sit, lay down and relax especially the upper floor balcony at the front of the 

house. This was built to face the footpath, so the owner could greet the neighbour, 

before the owner went downstairs to welcome them. This was also done for the safety 

of the owner and their belongings. The balcony at the back area on the upper floor 

was used for leisure, lying down during summer, as well as for hanging clothes to dry. 

54 

Figure 54: The balcony of the building at 

Mr Kumsing Udomdech's mansion. 

(Photo taken by Niyomkar, P. , 2016) 
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Figure 55: The image zoom in balcony 

of the building. 

(Photo taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 

Arched staircase in this mansion showed the skills and experiences of 

the architecture who were exposed to the work by French architect teachers. The 

architect who was the contractor must have had special skills in the design and the lay 

out to balance between each step. During that time, it was influenced by French 

colonisation which passed down to Vietnamese artisan. By neatly lathing the rails and 
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the building of cabinet under the stairs from the lower part to the resting part, they had 

to have many steps. The second part, the rails held them together to make it durable. 

The influence by cultural and religious belief in the style of the 

construction 

Carved wooden pictures Beautiful works of carved wooden pictures 

could be found at the mansion of Ong Day or Mr. Kumsing Udomdech, especially the 

shrine of Mother Nijjanukraw63
, who was worshipped by Mr. Kumsing's family. The 

design of the shrine was the miniature of the cathedral. There were high tower with 

multiple levels, arch entrance as per French architecture. 

Mansion of Ong Bung or Mr. Kumsorn Udomdech 

Mansion of Ong Bung or Mr. Kumsom Udomdech at 353 Rach-charoen 

Road, Tha Rae Mr. Kumsom Udomdech did farming and trading. This mansion was 

the third that the Annamese migrant contractor worked on. They were the same group 

of contractor that built mansions of Ong Plemg and Ong Day wl}.o were his brothers. 

Besides he would buy rice grains or wild products to sell. The main source of income 

came from the trading of cow/ buffalo skins, both dried or un-dried or dried ones to 

resell at other distant provinces such as Nakon Rachasrima. In order to make wet 

skinned leather, he had to handle the salt mixing process to keep the skin fresh, 

therefore his skin was filled with rash and eventually turned into blister and tetanus 

spread throughout his body. He could not be cured in time and passed away by the 

third day. He was 67 years old. 

For the construction of their buildings, Ms Prasert Udomdech64 believed 

that the main components were lime, sands and bricks. She wasn't certain whether the 

contractor used cements because the cost of the construction was only 7,000 Baht. 

However when considering the way the decorations were done such as the area above 

63 Mother Nijjanukraw who gives eternal mercy was the picture that Saint 
Lukward created in Poland. During one war, the Turks burnt down Catholic Church 
and use knife to cut through the face of Mother Nijjanukraw, therefore the mark on 
the picture could be seen. This saint has worshippers around the world. 

64 From the Interview with Ms. Praset Udomdech 
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door and window frame, it was found that the material used must be resilient in order 

to adhere to the wall. Cement was often used in the area that decorations must stick 

to. Other reason being the financial stability ofMr Kumsorn and the good relationship 

he had with Father Joseph Comburier, it could be assume that this building must have 

used cement in the lower floor or it some part. 

Figure 56: Mansion ofOng Bung (Photo taken by Niyomkar, P. , 2016) 

The decoration of the building 

Cornice above the pillar; it is found that bricks were put together as 

column to support the weight of cross beam for the structure of upper floor and roof. 

Especially from the lower floor, beautiful cornice was put at the edge of the pillar that 

showed great taste in art of the contractor and that the specific architectures were 

searched for this purpose. There are many types of cornices, but it was popular to use 

Corinthian cornice, which is 1 of 3 types (Doric, Ionic and Corinthian) of Greek style. 

In the Hellenistic period era the cornice was a leaf shape65
. The cornice about the 

pillar was the imitation of Greek-Roman art, which used to be marble carving. It is 

believed that the knowledge of the sculpture passed down from Christian priests 

65 Ibid, 100. 
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whom were part of the construction of European Cathedral66
. When the priests came 

to spread the religion in Vietnam and Siam, this knowledge was then passed on to 

artists, and local sculptors. Besides sculpturing cement as cornice above the pillar, it 

was also popular to carve wood as cornice on small pillar in the small shrine such as 

the worship place etc. 

Figure 57: The cornice above the pillar showed great taste in art of the contractor. 

Figure 58: The cornice above the pillar showed the specific architectures were 

searched for this purpose. 

Figure 59: All of the cornice above the pillar showed great taste in art of the 

contractor and that the specific architectures were searched for this purpose. 

(All photo in figure 57-59 were taken byNiyomkar, P., 2016) 

66 1bid, 81. 
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The influence by cultural and religious belief in the style of the 

construction 

The pattern on the sculpture; above the door frame of the building, 

there were beautiful bunched of flowers patterned sculptures decorated the figures of 

big and small bunches of flowers were done beautifully. These images reflected the 

philosophy of the religion that Saint had for the members of the home. 

60 

Figure 60: The pattern on the sculpture displayed the beautiful cr~ft. 

(Photo were taken byNiyomkar, P., 2016) 

61 

Figure 61: The pattern on the sculpture displayed the beautiful craft. 

(Photo were taken byNiyomkar, P., 2016) 
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M anstons 

Figure 62: The Map of connection of each mansion. 

(Adapt from goog1e earth 2016, Photo taken by Niyomkar P., 2016) 
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Figure 63: The Map of connection between wooden houses and mansions. 

(Adapt from google earth 2016, Photo taken by Niyomkar P., 2016) 
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Chapter 5 

Tha Rae Community Analysis 

According to the concept of cultural landscape and heritage are regarded 

as complicated and diverse. Cultural landscape refers to the tangible and intangible 

form of the natural environment and built environment as stated in Hoi-An protocols, 

Nara document and Burra charter. 

Cultural landscape analysis 

Each site has its own significance which can be divided into historic, 

aesthetic, scientific social and spiritual values ranging from the past to the present and 

to future generations. According to Australia ICOMOS, cultural significance is 

embodied in the place itself, its fabric, setting, uses, association&, meanings, records, 

related places and related objects. Thus, the objectives of this part are to assess the 

significance of cultural values of Tha Rae community in order to understand how 

conservation approaches to sustainable cultural landscape management are important 

to the fabric and intangible heritage of the cultural setting ofTha Rae community. It is 

necessary to look at the question of cultural significance. This includes the 

relationships within the community itself, its role as a religious place and its cultural 

associations which contribute to the formation of a unique community. Thus, the 

following will assess the significance of the cultural heritage setting in the Tha Rae 

community including both tangible and intangible cultural heritage, and also how the 

local residents become involved in the conservation of the identified cultural 

significance. 

109 
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Aesthetic Value 

The aesthetic value of this community can be divided into two categories. 

One is the Michael church which was built more than 130 years ago. This Church had 

settled by a French priest and the first church was built with wood in Thai style. Later 

it was renovated and rebuilt with brick. Now the local name is Wat Tha Rae. 

Presently, the new Church shows the fusion art style between Eastern and Western 

together. The other aesthetic value is the housing. Some old residential houses used 

for living still exist. These old house have two styles; traditional Thai style and mixed 

style between Western and Vietnamese style. The building fa9ade with the fenestrated 

arch and Vietnamese influenced balustrades of recessed balcony allows the mansion 

to play with light and shadow through the day which stimulates the aesthetic 

perception of the building to the passer-by. Moreover the Catholic symbolic meaning 

of the decoration patterns found on the wooden altar would possibly bring joy and 

happiness or the appreciation (the beauty inside) to those who are connected and have 

a chance to visit the place. The high quality of craftsmanship and decoration on 

wooden objects and furniture (such as the carved wooden altar1 the curved wooden 

stair with wood turning balustrade) has revealed the elaborat and artistic skill of the 

Vietnamese craftsmen in the past which were impressed and generally well-known by 

a lot of people in this region. 

64 65 

Figure 64: The side of the Michael church Figure 65 : The front of the Michael 

church which was built 

more than 130 years ago. 

(All photo in figure 64-65 were taken by Niyornkar, P., 2016) 
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Historic Value 

Tha Rae Catholic Community has a long history and distinctive identity. 

The old mansions shown in Figure 66-71 are representative of the "cultural melting 

pot" society of Tha Rae which had been mixed and influenced by various sources, for 

instance: Catholic beliefs; Vietnamese craftsmanship; and also French - Colonial, and 

vernacular architecture. In terms of historic value, the community is itself one of the 

best examples of living cultural heritage surviving from the King Rama IV period and 

it is still lively at the present time, with a number of community residents who 

willingly live with the traditional heritage and try to develop it in the most suitable 

way. Its way of life from the past to the present, and relationships between 

surrounding areas, show how people lived together. For the community's residents, 

there is benefit in acknowledging and encouraging recognition of cultural heritage 

significance and in fostering awareness of heritage preservation among the residents. 

The mansion was an evidence of the past prosperity ofTha Rae community which had 

been the benefit of those community's members who were hard-working, struggling 

and enduring in their living before they were successful, which were the 

strong characteristics of the Tha Rae people. 

Figure 66: Image displayed the Catholic beliefs. 

Figure 67-69: The mansion show the western and Vietnamese style 

Figure 70: Image displayed Vietnamese craftsmanship 

Figure 71: The mansion show the western and Vietnamese style 

(All photo in figure in 66-71 were taken by Niyornkar, P., 2016) 
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Spiritual Value 

Tha Rae Catholic Community is important with the typical characteristics 

related to the history and the ethnic people. It is the oldest area of Vietnamese 

immigrants and also mixed religions between Catholic and Buddhist. They still 

maintain and conserve their culture such as religion, food, tradition. The villagers 

have the church as the centre of community and spiritual life. The community also has 

traditional celebrations that are related to the religions occasions of each year. These 

intangible heritages can attraction tourists. Furthermore, the interior objects and 

furniture decoration of the mansion reflect the intensive Catholics' spiritual ideology 

that run through every parts of the community; from the sacred to the profane spaces 

or from the public to the individual spiritual spaces. Another interesting point from 

the past is the existence of the Christmas Star Procession in the country in Sakon 

Nakhon. Annual Catholic activies can be expressed through the four ceremonies from 

the past. These four ceremonies are concerned closely with the land and religion such 

as Eucharist; Holy Communion ('Yi11JflJfltWu',1ua::u..;ftalJ'HltYi1-n) in January and May, the 

Parade of Paschal Candle cmillivuiJnm) on Sunday evening cfia1ultY1f~rin~a-nt), the Rosary 

ceremony (tY1~tY1Vlh::fi1) in October and Christmas Eve in December. 

Figure 72: The picture of Father Figure 73: The statue ofFather Joseph 

Joseph Combourieu. Combourieu, the first abbot. 

(All photo in figure 72-73 were taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 
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Figure 74: The bell tower. Figure 75: The old bell (first bell) 

(Photo taken by Niyomkar, P. , 2016) (Photo taken by Niyornkar, P., 2016) 

Figure 76: This picture show the religious Figure 77: The parade of the ceremony 

of Tha Rae Community. Saints statue. 

Figure 78: Celebrate the Saints and Figure 79: Villager decorated their 

Lighting candles for the dead people. beautiful light in front of their house. 

(All photo in figure 76-79 source by Tha Rae sub-district municipality, 2016.) 
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Scientific value 

In terms of scientific value, the community contributes much information 

for study and research in many different fields. The unique architectural styles 

provide an inspiration for a study of architecture and raise the issue of lessons in the 

present day (The four mansion houses which are Ong Bang, Ong Day, Ong Luang and 

Ong Plemg). The four mansion are evidence of the Vietnamese and French colonial 

influenced architecture (principally, a residential type with a brick and plaster 

structure) that is rare and still existing today in Sakon Nakhon Province. Nowadays, 

a retrospective concept of classic architectural styles is very popular among several 

estate enterprises and consumers. It is clear that the structure of the traditional Thai 

house can contribute much comfort for its residents due to an application of 

knowledge in architecture and construction to match the ways of living. Therefore, the 

elaborate wooden working skills of the Vietnamese craftsmen (for instance; wooden 

jointing, turning and carving) are exceptional and unique. Also the symbolic 

representations on wooden carving patterns of the altar are the valuable sources of the 

Catholic semiotic studies. Moreover, because the community has evolved and 

developed through many years, we can observe changes occurring in each stage of 

its development such as changes in material, construction, plan or usage and, by 

implication, in objectives as well. Moreover, there are the famous traditional festival 

of the community such as Christmas festival (Star parade festival), a unique festival 

that has been made for more than 1 00 years, differentiating itself from others. 

80 

Figure 80: The typical wooden house. Figure 81 : The elaborate wooden 

working skills of the Vietnamese 

craftsmen. 

(All photo in figure 80-81 were taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 
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Figure 82: The unique architectural 

styles of mansion . 

84 

Figure 84: The unique architectural 

83 

Figure 83: The unique architectural 

styles of mansion . 

85 

Figure 85 : The unique architectural 

styles of mansion . styles of mansion . 

(All photo in figure 82-85 were taken by Niyomkar, P. , 2016) 

Social Value 
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Social values relate in part to the awareness and pride of local residents 

toward the community together with their sense of identity, spiritual associations, 

faith, and patriotism. It may be seen as underlying the basic characteristics of lives 

and relationship between the local residents and their surroundings, expressed in such 

things as community temples, church, and the old French style mix Vietnamese house. 

These areas are the places to which residents have to relate. Buddhists can join with 

Catholic Christians in their events and festivals, Catholic Christians can join with 

Buddhists in religious events and festivals. Moreover, Tha Rae temple is the centre of 

beliefs for people within the community. The temple pavilion was a place for 

educating students in Tha Rae community until the Saint Joseph Thare School was 
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finished. In December in the Christmas Eve, this temple was the place of Star parade 

Festival; villagers decorate their stars and gather in front of their houses. 

Figure 86: The car parade in Star parade festival. 

Figure 87: The star festival. 

Figure 88: The basic characteristics of lives and relationship between the local 

residents and their surroundings. 

Figure 89: The basic characteristics of lives and relationship between the local 

residents and their surroundings. 

(All photo in figure 86-89 were taken by Niyomkar, P. , 2016) 

Nowadays, people will go to the church for praying in the morning and 

evemng. Especially on Sunday morning, the villagers who moved out from the 

community would come back to the church for practicing their religious rite and to 

visit their relatives. To summarize, both tangible and intangible cultural heritage, in 

the context of a historic community, can proclaim to the outsider that the culture has 

its own way to survive according to different space and time frames. For example, the 

house of the Udom-Dech-Wathana Mansion is in French - Colonial, and vernacular 

architecture from the middle Rattanakosin period (see in Chapter 4: The Evolution of 
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housing architecture in Tha Rae Community). The owner always maintains it in good 

condition. 

Statement of significance of Tha Rae Community 

Tha Rae Community is the cultural landscape associated with religious 

activities and agriculture. The community retains an active social role over time; 

villagers also have traditionally lived together with water. The community is an 

outstanding example of a tradition of religious area settlement which is representative 

of a uniqueness of culture, local wisdom, architectural style, and local beliefs. Tha 

Rae temple (Mahaprom-Michael temple) and Nong Ham (in part ofTha Rae swamp) 

are centre of the community, villagers always gather together on the lake or the 

temple when they have meeting, social activities or important event. Traditional 

lifestyle of villagers is also associated with spiritual beliefs not only Christian but also 

local spiritual. It can be seen that Tha Rae Community contains an aesthetic, historic, 

scientific, social, and spiritual value. 

The environment of the Tha Rae community 

"The highest number of Catholics in Thailand" and "Two religious, three 

races" refers to the Tha Rae community, consisting of Catholics and the Buddhist in 

community. The Tha Rae community is surrounded by Mahaprom-Michael temple 

area (Rach-charoen Road) which has old housing and church as spiritual centers. This 

spiritual centers can attract many visitors to come to pay respect and be blessed for 

good luck. Tha Rae community also has their own way of life, religion and ritual but 

they can live together with harmony and understanding of each other. When the main 

highway 22 (Udon Thani - Nakhon Phanom) was constructed, it divided from the 

Mahaprom-Michael temple and the commercial area (Tha Rae fresh market). 

This, however, is not a barrier for them to join in the activities or making merit. Next 

to the Lovers of the Holy Cross at Tha Rae, there is Tha Rae fresh market. The next 

place of significance is the Tar Rae cemetery. These areas, therefore, consist of many 

places ranging from government offices and the diversity of ethnic groups to the 

religious centers of each group. They are considered to be a unique assembly because 
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they have been living together since the World War II period until the present. It is in 

the cultural landscape management of living traditions that there is potential to 

support cultural tourism activities. Furthermore, there are many sites of cultural 

significance which the researcher will mention in the next section. 

Cultural landscape fabric of the authentic and Integrity 

The remaining evidence of the early period can best explain about a sense 

of place, and the stream of time. It is seen that all buildings are in original fabric 

condition which show the tradition, culture and wisdom of the people. From the 

study, it was found that almost houses in the community are all influenced by the 

French-Vietnamese mix Thai-Isaan architecture, especially from French influence. 

The setting of Tha Rae community is different from the other part of Northeastern 

provinces. The Gridiron or Grid System Pattern is the remarkable characteristics in 

Tha Rae. According to Chapter 4 "The evolution of the housing architecture in Tha 

Rae community'' since 1885 has changed by the internal trend, which was the 

architectural style from Vietnam that travelled to the country afte; World War II. The 

architectures could be categorized into 2 types, which were the wooden houses and 

the brick buildings. By studying Wooden houses, the researcher divides content are 

Wooden houses called (1) "Ruen Goei" (2) Single storey commercial building 

(Shophouses) in original Vietnamese style, (3) Two storey commercial building style, 

contemporary style, (4) the mansion of Vietnamese mix Western style and the rest are 

those have been recently modified. 

Tha Rae when compared to UNESCO criteria 

Refer to Chapter 3: Historic Context of Tha Rae Community, the area of 

Tha Rae community is surrounded by rice field and it is situated by Nong Ham Lake. 

The lake has been connected with the lives of the local people for a long time. This 

area maintains a good condition of the natural environment so there is a lot of fish 

diversity in the lake. The heart of the community contains St. Michael Archangel 

Cathedral, school and market where people can have activities together in special 

event or festival. Therefore, UNESCO classifies cultural landscape value in two 

types' namely natural value and cultural value. The international value is the most 
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important criteria while the local value is less significant by incorporating the cultural 

criteria and natural criteria together as shown below. 

Cultural heritage 

(ii) Tha Rae exhibit an important interchange of human values, over a span 

of time or within a cultural area of the world, on developments in architecture or 

technology, monumental arts, town-planning or landscape design. 

(iii) Tha Rae Community has a great relationship and is involved in culture 

landscapes, historic village, religious and cultural area or other living properties. 

Moreover, Tha Rae encourage a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural 

tradition (religious festival) or to a civilization which is living or which has 

disappeared should be maintained. 

(v) The community shows the outstanding examples of a traditional human 

settlement or land-use which is representative of culture; especially this could become 

vulnerable under the impact of irreversible change. 

(vi) Tha Rae Catholic Community and the associated areas are directly or 

tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with ideas or. with beliefs, or with 

artistic and literary works of outstanding universal significances (a criterion used only 

in exceptional circumstances, and together with other criteria) 

Natural property 

(ix) Nong Ham Lake and water circulation are the outstanding examples 

representing significant ongoing ecological and biological process in the evolution 

and development of terrestrial, fresh water, ecosystems and communities of plants and 

animals. These processes on long term conservation of the ecological and biological 

diversity they contain that represent on the perfect natural diversity. The main river 

feeding the lake is the Nam Pung, which originates in the Phu Phan Mountains south 

of the lake. The outflow of the lake is the Huai Nam Khan to the Southeast, which 

flows into the Mekong River. 
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Assessment of Threats 

Evidently, the traditional and functional whole of old community is often 

threatened. The assessment of threats can identify the conditions in various aspects 

that impair the significance value of the cultural heritage place and its setting. These 

threats could be summarized from problems and limitations in Chapter 4. 

Threats to the old mansions: 

- The buildings have decayed as a result of effects of climate and the 

natural environment, and these remains have been damaged over time by heat, 

humidity, rain, wind, ground subsidence, and air pollution. 

- Lack of interpretation and management of the concerned authorities and 

public awareness of tourists may be a reason of the decay. Tourists can walk through, 

climb on the ruins, sit on the places, and so forth. If they do not be careful with their 

behaviors, it could be the reason of threats. 

Threats to setting of Tha Rae Community: 

- The setting around the community is very close in t~rms of its historical, 

cultural, and social aspects. The old church is an important evidence of community 

settlement over time. Around the community there are many cultural heritage sites, 

ancient ruins and old local communities located within the community. These places 

should be preserved together. In addition, threat assessments can identify the threats 

that threaten the importance of cultural heritage and the location of these threats 

should be managed and resolved. 

Assessment of Tha Rae Community for destination attraction 

This section reports the results of the 100 respondents' questionnaires that 

had the purpose of describing respondents 's profile (foreigner and Thai) and 

respondents's opinion and interest about the community. The result of both in-depth 

interview and questionnaires can be used by Tha Rae community, involve public and 

private sectors to understand the significant and authenticity of Tha Rae Community 

to develop suitable management plan and legislation. In this stage the assessment for 

destination attraction, to conclude from all questionnaire can led to the answer of 

research questions. 
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Research Methodology 

Scope of Data Collection and Target Groups 

Tha Rae community and related government agencies: Interviews were 

conducted with all stakeholders including community leaders, local community 

members, government agencies responsible for tourism industry, and business owners 

in Tha Rae Community to find out their opinions toward promoting the community to 

a tourism destination. The interviews were conducted during April2016 to December 

2016. 

Tourist: In order to find out opinions of both Thai and foreign tourists, 

a questionnaire was used to collect data. One hundred tourists, who visited Tha Rae 

area during in December, 2016 were asked to fill in questionnaires. The questionnaire 

explored expectations as well as tourists expect to see from a culture landscape 

mappmg. 

Research methodology and Data Analysis 

The questionnaire designed for collecting oplllions of tourists and 

participation technique prepared for the interview with community representatives 

and government officials were based on the research questions. The table below 

shows a relationship between key research questions to questionnaire and in-depth 

interview questions. 
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Table 3 Relationship between scopes of study, tools, analysis and Research 

methodology and Data Analysis 

Scope of Study Tools Research methodology and Data Analysis 

ThaRae Primary and Cultural landscape principles 

Municipality secondary data Data on history, physical, economy and 

analysis socio-culture of the area was collected from 

both primary and secondary data sources as 

well as from direct observations. The author 

then compare data collected with the 

principles of cultural landscape to 

demonstrate the potentials of promoting Tha 

Rae as a sustainable tourism destination. 

ThaRae In-depth interview Summary of core findings 

community and Data collected from local people and the 

related government officials w~ conducted using 

government face-to-face interview. The interview 

agencies questions were divided into 4 sections as 

follow; 

Section 1 : general data about the interviewee 

Section 2 : What were essential factors that 

shaped the community cultural landscape to 

what it is in the present? 

Section 3: To what are the key values ofTha 

Rae Community relevant to the 

sustainability in term of cultural landscape 

management as tourism destination? 

Section 4: To what extent does the Tha Rae 

Community have potential to attract tourist? 

After data collection was completed, the 

author analysed the data collected from an 
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Scope of Study Tools Research methodology and Data Analysis 

interview qualitatively and identified the 

main findings which lead to a conclusion. 

Tourist Questionnaire SPSS, Statistics, Frequency 

This questionnaire is used for getting 

information from visitors who visit in 

Community. 

The questionnaire can be divided into 4 

sections as follow; 

Section 1 : Demographic Data of visitors of 

Tha Rae community 

Section 2: Reason for visiting 

Section 3: Important characteristics ofTha 

Rae community 

Section 4: Promote Tha ,Rae Community as 

a tourism destination 

ThaRae Primary and Criteria for designing sustainable 

Cultural secondary data cultural landscape mapping 

Mapping analysis, In-depth This section discusses for designing a 

interview and cultural landscape mapping. All data related 

questionnaire to the community will be studied including 

the suitability of the area, local communities, 

related government agencies and opinions 

from tourists visiting the area will be 

carefully examined and analysed then set up 

a cultural landscape management plan and 

interpretation guideline for Tha Rae 

Community to sustain cultural and natural 

together with tourism will be recommended. 

Then undertake cultural mapping in the 
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Scope of Study Tools Research methodology and Data Analysis 

community will demonstrate historic and 

cultural values ofTha Rae of the past and 

those that is carried to the present. 

The cultural mapping will also reflect the role 

of cultural tourism in promoting and 

maintaining the core values of local 

community for the future. 

Part 1: Demographic Data ofvisitors ofTha Rae community. 

The information and table below show the data of respondents' result 

of questionnaire survey. 

Table 4 Profile of visitors 

Item Description Amount (100} 
1. Gender Male 43 

Female 57 

~- Age <15 3 

15-24 17 
25-34 43 

35 and over 37 
3. Education Secondary school 3 

Diploma 7 

Bachelor degree 38 

Higher than Bachelor degree 52 

~- Occupation Government officials 15 

Employee 74 

Tradesperson -
!bouse wife 6 

~ther 5 
5. Average income per month !Less than 10,000 Bht 16 

10,000 - 20,000 Bht 10 

~0,001 - 30,000 Bht. 51 

~ver 30,000 Bht. 23 
6. Reason to visit lfourist 84 

!visit friend 4 

visit the church/other religious center 12 
Other -
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A questionnaires survey for the 100 visitors was distributed to collect data 

on their visiting in Tha Rae community. Table 4, the profiles of visitors, revealed that 

males were 43 persons and female was 57 persons. Most of them were tourists. The 

education of this group was higher than Bachelor degree, bachelor degree, and 

diploma and secondary school levels. The occupation was employees of organization 

with incomes 20,001 - 30,000 Bht. per month. They are Buddhist and Christian. 

Mostly the tourists visited here by private car. 

Part 2: The analysis of respondents's awareness of cultural 

landscape sites in Tha Rae Community 

Table 5 Related information for visiters' awareness of cultural landscape sites in Tha 

Rae Community (4 items). 

Amount 
Item Description 

(100) 

1. What is the image of the Tha Rae Cultural area 21 

community and surrounding area? (Can Historic area 10 

choose Catholic Community 38 

more than one) Attractive tourism 16 

Vietnamese m Sakon 15 

Nakhon 

12. What is your impression of the Tha Rae History of this area 18 

~ommunity and surrounding area? Way of life 2 

:ccan choose more than one) Image -

Old buildings with values 37 

~Traditional and culture 43 

Others -
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Amount 
Item Description 

(100) 

~. What is the most popular activities in Join local events e.g. Star 53 

rTha Rae? Parade Festival 

Walking around community 17 

Learn local wisdom 11 

,fishing, farming) 

St. Michael 's Cathedral 12 

Sightseeing Boat Trip 7 

Shopping/Eating -
pthers -

4. What are the places you know surrounding Pld Buildings 90 

his area? (Can choose more than one) iDon Gem Park -
iDon Pho Park 1 

St. Michael ' s Cathedral 6 

Sacred place 2 

lfha Rae old port 1 

~thers -

Table 5 displays opinions visiters' awareness of cultural landscape sites in 

Tha Rae Community. The image of the Tha Rae community and surrounding area is 

Catholic Community. The visiters were impression of Traditional and culture at 43 

persons. Moreover, the activities that most visitors are interested in are Join local 

event eg. Star Parade Festival at 53 %, followed by the second place activity at 17 % 

of walking around community. However, nobody knows Don Gem Park whereas 

everyone knows Old Buildings. They said that Old buildings are promoted as a 

landmark of community by Tourism Authority of Thailand through an internet 

channel, TV channels (Tourism program), brochures/leaflets, and so on. 
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Part 3: The analysis of respondents's Satisfaction, expect and 

requirement 

The respondents were requested to score each of the components of 

tourism industry at Tha Rae Community on the levels of satisfaction. The interval of 

the five-point Likert-type scale was set from 1 to 5 (5= Very satisfied, 4= Satisfied, 

3= neither satisfied nor dissatisfied, 2= Dissatisfied and 1 = Very dissatisfied) . 

Table 6 The analysis of respondent's Satisfaction 

Issues Level of satisfaction Amount 

(100) 

Guidepost (outside community) Satisfied 38 
Symbol and site information 

Signage( directional stgns, overall Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 38 

map,interpretation signs) 

Parking area Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 47 

Toilet/Rest room Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 48 

Rubbish bins Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 44 

Restaurant Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 37 

Brochure, leaflets Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 39 

Safeguarding historic site Satisfied 38 

Sightseeing Boat trip Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 42 

Cultural festival m special event Very satisfied 46 

(Star Parade Festival) 

Visited St Michael's Cathedral Satisfied 48 

Visited old buildings Satisfied 48 

Visited Don Gum Park Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 36 

Overall cultural and Natural Satisfied 49 

Landscape 
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According to the data in table 6, respondents only very Satisfied in 

Cultural festival in special event (Star Parade Festival) at 46%. Besides, the level of 

respondents ' satisfaction in Visited St Michael's Cathedral and Visited old buildings 

are equal in Satisfied level (48%) moreover, guidepost (outside community) Symbol, 

overall cultural and Natural Landscape and site information and safeguarding historic 

site are also in Satisfied level. Most of visitors ' perceived satisfactions are Neither 

satisfied nor dissatisfied in sign age (directional signs, overall map, interpretation 

signs) at 38%, parking area at 47%, toilet/rest room at 48%, rubbish bins at 44%, 

brochure or leaflets at 39%, restaurant at 37% and 36% is visited Don Gum Park. 

Respondents suggested that Tha Rae community needs interesting presentations for 

visitors which could increase heritage value and visitor awareness. Moreover, there is 

lack of local guides who had enough knowledge to explain or tell about Architecture 

style, story and meaning of craftsmanship Vietnamese artist and to reveal history of 

the community which held much cultural significance in National level. The other 

suggestions are as follows; continuous public relation should be done to attract 

tourists and promote cultural tourism in Tha Rae (especially . during stars parade 

festival), Brochures or leaflets should be prepared for visitors because some visitors 

did not receive it. Last suggestion is sanitation and hygienic condition of villagers' 

way oflife should be improved. 

Part 3: The analysis of respondents' expect and requirement 

This part shows that level of things that respondents would like to 

experience more and things that can increase the satisfaction of respondents if it is 

well developed and managed. The levels of requirement are 5 = most required, 4 = 

required, 3 = neutral, 2 = a bit required, and 1 = least required. 
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Table 7 Respondent's expect and requirement 

Level of Amount 
Issues 

requirement (100) 

Community Environment 

Guide post, Symbol and site information neutral 32 

Community identity neutral 37 

Public safety neutral 37 

Cleanness and litter bin neutral 47 

Parking lot neutral 44 

Products and Activities 

Local GuideNolunteers neutral 40 

Boat trip neutral 37 

Cultural tourism tour by linking to other tourist 
required 32 

attractions nearby Tha Rae community 

Souvenir shops most required 30 

Accommodation most required 44 

Sightseeing by ride bicycle neutral 26 

Information/Interpretation Center most required 63 

There are two most required level, were Information/Interpretation 

Center (63 people) and Accommodation (44 people). Provide information and 

cultural tourism tour by linking to other tourist attractions nearby Tha Rae community 

is the only one thing that visitors choose "required level" at 32 people. Most of 

respondents choose normal required in most issues as follows; clearly direction of 

guide post (outside community), community identity, public safety, cleanness and 

litter bin, parking lot, local guide/ volunteers, boat trip, and sightseeing by ride 

bicycle. 



Part 3: The analysis of visitorstt perception and site interest by 

descriptive statistics, which were frequency and percentage 

Table 8 Showed information on 100 respondents "perception and site interest". 

Tha Rae Tourism Resources Issues 

Known Interest 
Amount Amount 

Old Buildings (Mansions) 94 (94%) 100 (100%) 

Tha Rae Fresh Market 85 (85%) 83 (83%) 

St Michael's Cathedral 97 (97%) 95 (95%) 

Old bell 55 (55%) 88 (88%) 

Bell tower 60 (60%) 87 (87%) 

Star Parade Festival 97 (97%) 100 (100%) 

Way oflife (fisherman) 58 (58%) 84 (84%) 

Ancient wood houses 81(81%) 100 (100%) 

Don Gem Park 76 (76%) 92 (92%) 

Tha Rae BeefNoodle food 61 (61 %) 72 (72%) 

Vietnamese noodle food 79 (79%) 92 (92%) 

Grid pattern of community 54 (54%) 88 (88%) 
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The known amount section indicates that most respondents recognize 

heritage tourism resources in Tha Rae Community in significance level. On the 

contrary, within interest section shows high percentage of respondents interested in 

heritage tourism resources that they also recognize in significance level as well. This 

implies that if respondents recognized heritage tourism resources they would be 

interested in visiting these places. However, the lack of information on the heritage 

resources might cause the low number of visitors in Tha Rae Catholic Community. 
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Table 9 Shows number and percentage of overall respondent"s interested in Tha Rae 

after recognizing Tha Rae Tourism Resources. 

Interest Percentage 

Interested 97.4% 

Not interested 2.6% 

Not sure 0 

Table 9 indicates that after respondents recognized tourism resources 

in Tha Rae, almost of respondents (97.4%) would revisit Tha Rae. However, there 

were 2.6% of respondent not interested to visit Tha Rae again even though they 

recognized heritage tourism in Tha Rae. This result implies that if respondents 

recognized heritage tourism resource in Tha Rae, they would be interested to visit this 

community and would prefer to participate to tourism activities organized by Tha Rae 

Municipality and stakeholders. 

Part 4: The development program for the site as the tourism 

destination 

The main point of the questionnaire is to ask about the significance of 

The Rae' s community and its setting, and the necessity of the development program 

for the site as the tourism destination. This process of listening to local people is one 

of reading into the historic and cultural landscape as a basis for future planning and 

design. Moreover, the answer from stakeholder and government shows the opinions 

of sampling unit can be indicated as follows : 

People and area 

Most of the villages are descendants of Thai, Lao, Thai and 

Vietnamese Christians who have lived here for over 130 years. There are newcomers 

living with this group and some are Buddhist; there is no conflict among them. 

However, tourism development must be recognized by the local people. At present 

day, there are a few tourists coming to the community. The locals also agree and 

accept that their places will be developed as tourism destination. The priest of the 



132 

Immaculate Conception church agrees that it will be good if the Ban Tha Rae become 

a tourism destination. He gave the reason that when the tourists come to the 

community, the villagers will have the opportunity to earn income from selling things 

such as food or other things. However, there were some obstacles that he concerned 

as follows: the lack of budget to improve landscape of Tha Rae areas in order to 

enhance visitor impression. Moreover, there is also a shortage of local guides who 

are knowledgeable enough to explain or tell stories about architecture, storytelling, 

and to reveal history of the temple which held much cultural significance in National 

level. 

Respondents 

Most of them are agree because when the tourists come, the economic 

activity in the community will be better. It will help to promote the old and beautiful 

community and built awareness of residents to safeguarding their hometown. 

Moreover, they think the long traditional (star parades festival) and beautiful church 

are the most significant. However, a few of respondents suggest that the government 

(especially Tha Rae municipal district) should have plan for de~elopment in order to 

avoid negative impact especially a way of living. As a result, the community has 

potential to be a tourist attraction but needs a plan for heritage management. 

To achieve objectives and answer research questions (in chapter 1), the 

answers could possibly assist in relating local people to greater understanding of their 

own "cultural landscape" and "sense of (their own) place" which could educationally, 

culturally and economically benefit to their community as a whole. 

1. To What extent does the Tha Rae Community have potential to 

attract tourist? 

TAT and Tha Rae municipal district agrees that planning a cultural 

district begins with understanding the desired outcomes and sustainability formula for 

an optimum return on investment. For a community intending to attract tourists, 

outcomes may include: 

• Presenting opportunities to showcase artists in local festivals 

• Establishing an authentic "sense of Tha Rae" 

• Providing suvinior shop for tourists to spend money 
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• Adding a cluster of new experiences to attract tourists (and residents) 

for example, set up cultural landscape programe and/or provide Tha Rae tourism route 

• Revitalizing commercial districts for economic growth cultivated 

from tourist spending, and/or establishing new hubs of cultural vitality to market to 

tourists. 

2. What were essential factors that shaped the community cultural 

landscape to what it is in the present? 

A key message does represent its' "Sense of Places", because it is 

living community where people live their lives in much of traditional way from days 

to years although contents and contexts of their way of life may have revolved 

through modernism. In Taylor and Ian Cook' s opinion, they also mentioned "Cultural 

Identity and distinctiveness" which is suggested as "Everywhere, wherever and 

however we are related to beings of every kind, identity makes its claim upon us." 

What claims to be cultural identity of Tha Rae is not a single dominant culture, but in 

fact, represents cultural diversity under the roof of "the powerfuJ religious". In order 

to reached the question essential factors that shaped the community cultural 

landscape. Mapping cultures of Tha Rae community was the most fundamental 

technic and appropriate accessing method as Cook and Taylor suggested (Cook & 

Taylor, 2012). Regarding cultural heritages within Tha Rae cultural landscape, 

although at risk of either deterioration or disappearance from this cultural landscape, 

there are small numbers but significant remaining heritages that are as tangible as 

archaeological sites, vernacular architectures, local products, and as intangible as folk 

tales based on Christianity and Buddhist belief that are still in presented. 

3. To what are the key values of Tha Rae Community relevant to 

the sustainability in term of cultural landscape management as tourism 

destination? 

3.1 Tourism activities and festivals are promoted. 

Locals think that if the area will be promoted as tourism 

destination, the government should also educate people how to create job related to 
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tourism for additional income. Locals want to be trained on how to make souvenirs so 

that they produce and sell to tourists. Moreover, promotional activities were organised 

such as boat trip to tell the settlement and also to promote both boat trip and religious 

attractions. 

3.2 The sustainability in term of cultural landscape management 

Again, from the questionnaires and in-dept interview used in 

this research, it was found that this community is a tested model of sustainability and 

can be considered the outcome of a model relationship between culture and nature 

that is livable, participatory and sustainable. In addition, they tell us the story of a 

people and how they have transformed the natural landscape into the cultural 

landscape. The stakeholder should conserve archaeological sites, antiquities, 

architecture and culture as well as ensure that the distribution of income in the area 

and nearby community is fair. 

3.3 Cooperation from Community 

Refer to the result of questionnaires, at present, communities are 

involved in the management but it would be better if comm~nities involve more. 

Community need to be aware that the management of the area to tourist attraction will 

benefit them because; They will be proud of their own community; They can earn 

additional income; This will be a model for community service; This will be a 

platform for locals and tourists to exchange experiences 
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Cultural Landscape Mapping 

, 

Figure 90: The map of cultural landscape sites in Tha Rae 

(Drawn up by Amarit Muadthong, July 2016, All Photo taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 
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Chapter 3 showed that Tha Rae historic context and Chapter 4 displayed 

how a living heritage is where people are embraced with the charm and beauty of the 

tangible and intangible (the evolution of housing) and Chapter 5 in part of significant 

value showed Tha Rae heritage value. Moreover, the religious area, old architecture, 

local events and storytelling are abundantly seen and found in the area. There are 

many places surround Tha Rae community concerning as cultural landscape tourist 

attractions. From the research, I have found that many visitors had visited those places 

before coming at Tha Rae, and also found that they would go to visit another places 

nearby before returning their home. Respondents suggested that Tha Rae community 

needs interesting presentations for visitors which could increase heritage value and 

visitor awareness. Again, it was found that visitors are interested in the sense of place 

(community environment). Therefore it is proposed that the suggested to create travel 

route (cultural mapping) and/or Tha Rae tourism landscape program would call more 

visitors to come at this community. The cultural mapping of the community and the 

associated area can illustrate many important sites to all visitors. The purpose of this 

research is to reach the requirements of an assessment ofTha Ra~'s cultural landscape 

and its sustainable needs. This includes a questionnaire survey of 100 visitors, both 

Thais and foreigners, and in dept interview of stakeholders which are local residents 

and Government Officials. The findings would be used for the sustainable of Tha Rae 

community. From 100 questionnaires conducted in the Star Parade Festival on 

December of 2016 and participation technique local residents it was found that the 

result are interested in the community's cultural landscape in the following areas : 

1. Built environment and Architecture heritage (see in Figure 91) 

2. Natural site and urban space (Path along Nong Ham Lake) (see m 

Figure 92) 

3. Religious sites (see in Figure 93) 

4. Tradition and culture (see in Figure 94 and 95) 

Information from these four areas can be used for cultural mappmg 

showing all of the heritage sites in the area. Most of them are in Rach-charoen Road 

(m.n.J'HI:lQfL~~ \1!), Fungfha Roads (tltl'\.lL~t> ~Vll) and Thinthai Road (tltl'\.l~tl '1'Y1) as shown in 

the map below. 



Figure 91: The Example of Built environment and Architecture heritage in 

Rach-charoen Road. (Drawn up by Amarit Muadthong, May, 2017) 
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1. Tha Rae old port 

4. Nong Ham Lake 
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3. Don Pho Park 

Figure 92: Map of Natural site and urban space (Path along Nong Ham Lake) 

(Drawn up by Amarit Muadthong, May, 201 7) 
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2. Christmas Cave 3. Father Comburier 

5. Michael Hall 6. The Sacred Forest 

7. Matino Hall Religious sites 

Figure 93 : Map showing the Religious sites 

(Drawn up by Amarit Muadthong, May, 2017) 



<- - The route of Star Parade Festival 

• · · · · · · · The route of the parade of the Virgin Mary Statue 

Religious places include the routes and places of community 
traditions. 

1. The route of Star Parade Festival 

2. The route of the parade of the Virgin Mary Statue 

I 
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Figure 94: Map showing Religious places include the routes and places of community 

traditions. (Drawn up by Amarit Muadthong, May, 2017) 



I. Rice giving ceremony 

3. Lighting candles for the 
dead in the sacred forest 

I 
5. Celebrate the home of the priests 

~( I 

2. The celebration of the Church 

4. Fasting during Lent period 
and Paschal candle ceremony 

6. Parade of Stars Festival 
(Christmas Day) 
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Figure 95: Map showing Religious places include the routes and places of community 

traditions. (Drawn up by Amarit Muadthong, July, 2016) 
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Figure 91-95 are represent of the significant in this community by 

mapping, to begin with the Architectural heritage of Rach-charoen Road. There are 

several heritage evidences reflecting uniqueness and authenticity of Tha Rae 

community, the community's characteristics are distinctive and noticeably different 

from others in the regions (which mainly are Buddhists' communities). This area has 

many heritages value, collective historic resources of this community, through their 

rich religious and civic institutions, have created a significant repository of ethic 

cultural heritage in this area. For tangible heritage firstly, the layout of community 

planning in grid-pattern around the heart of the community - St. Michael Archangel 

Cathedral, reflects the planning principles of the occidental world, which was 

originally introduced by the French Priest, Father Joseph Combourieu (who appointed 

as the head of Tha Rae's church in 1885). Secondly, a mixture of types and styles of 

vernacular architecture which have high heritage values. Lastly, the lake side scenic 

area, this is a landscape zone with a park and the promenade at the south of the 

community which offers many spectacular panoramic views of Nong Ham Lake, 

Sakon Nakhon City and Phu Phan Mountain Range. Moreov.er there are several 

intangible heritages revealing the strong relationship between the ways of life and the 

Catholic ideology from day-to-day activities to those in special (religious image) 

events throughout a year, such as, the "from birth to death" ceremonies, the Ecclesial 

community, the Paschal and Easter ceremonies and the December 24 Christmas Star 

Parade Festival. 



Chapter 6 

Management Plan for Cultural Landscape in Tha Rae Community 

After data collected from primary and secondary research, on site visits 

and indirect observation has been analysed and studied, key characteristics or key 

values of Tha Rae community have been found. Those values are reflected through 

their simple way of life, the living by religious, attractive and beautiful ancient houses 

and buildings and beautiful ancient church. Top 5 reasons that attract tourists to visit 

Tha Rae are to join "Stars Parade Festival", to learn and study history of Catholic 

Community, to enjoy the charms of way of life along the Nong Ham Lake and to 

experience a unique way of life that cannot be seen anywhere else. All findings and 

characteristics are then used in the designing of cultural tourism route of Tha Rae 

community in order to respond to the needs of tourists and at the same contribute back 

to local communities. The results of these studies indicate. the trend of tourist 

attractions that can be linked to develop tourism routes with key characteristics of 

cultural landscape within community. The author has designed different tour routes 

which offer different activities, different attractions and by different means as follow; 

Travel Route 

Again, from the questionnaires used in this research, it was found that 

visitors are interested in the sense of place. Therefore, from the select research 

methodology the key value of the community has been the suggestion of the different 

tour routes found as follows: 

Car route: this option is suitable for visitors who want to expenence 

natural and cultural landscape. This route contains a sub attraction like St. Michael 

Cathedral, and old buildings, old pier, and Tha Rae fresh market. There are two 

options of car route for visitors; first route is further than the second route (see figures 

96-98). 
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Option 1 

I. St Michael Cathedral and Martino Hall. 2. Old houses area ( shophouses, vernacular houses 
such as Thai I sam houses). 

3. Old pier (Nowadays is Tha Rae public park area). 4. Old mansions area (In these settlements they built 
European style houses). 

5. Don Gern Public Park. 6. Nong Harn view point (Don Pho public park). 

7. Tha Rae cemetery. 8. Tha Rae fresh Market. 

Figure 96: Car Route (adapted from Google Earth, 2016, by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 

Figure 97: Images of the Heritage Tourist Attraction 

(All photos were taken by Niyomkar, P., 2017) 

144 



Option 2 

I. St. Michael Cathedral and Manino Hall. 3. Don Gern Public Park. 

2. Old pier (Nowadays is Tha Rae public park area). 4. Nong Ham view point (Don Pho public park). 

Figure 98: Car Route (adapted from Google Earth, 2016, by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 

Figure 99: Images of the Heritage Tourist Attraction 

(All photos were taken by Niyomkar, P., 2017) 
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Bicycle route: In figure 100 showed the Bicycle route suitable for visitors 

who want to experience the natural landscape of Tha Rae community (see Bicycle 

Heritage Tourist Attraction Route in figure 101). A bike path and pedestrian trail 

along the villages are an important strategy for increasing recreation opportunities and 

non-motorized commuting. Such a path will serve both visitors as well as locals 

throughout the city who commute by bike. With historical signage and other 

interpretative tools, a heritage trail could also increase the awareness of local history 

and provide a way to tell the history of the neighborhood, its development and its 

residents. 

I St. Michael Cathedral. 2 Mart ino Hall. 

3,4,5,6 O ld mansions area and school ( In these 7,8 O ld ho uses a rea ( s hophouses, vernacular 

sen lcm cnts they b ui ll European s tyle houses). houses such as Thai !sam houses). 

Figure 100: Bicycle Route (adapted from Google Earth, 2016, by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 
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Figure 101: Images of the Heritage Tourist Attraction 

(All photos were taken by Niyomkar, P., 2017) 

Walking route: Walking tour or travel on foot (see in Figure 114) are the 

alternative ways of sustainable tourism. They cause no pollution. Travel on foot is one 

good way to see attractions closely. Walking tour is designed to combine 

important landmarks in study area. The tourists will appreciate the authenticity of the 

way of living, churches and houses (see Heritage Tourist Attraction in Figure 115). 

On Sunday, the Catholic people will do the mass at the churches, especially the St. 

Michael the Archangel Cathedral Tha Rae; there are food stalls in front of the church 

(old building). The tourists also taste both Noodle Vietnamese and Thai foods. 

However, walking tour need the street and pedestrian to be develop. Some kinds of 

development plan are to develop friendly and beautiful pedestrian for comforting the 

tourists. 



I. St. Michael Cathedral and Martino llall. 

3. Old mansions area and coffee shop (In these 
selllemcnts they built E:.uropean style houses). 

2. Old houses atea ( shophouscs, restaurants, 
vcmnculor houses such as Thai Isarn houses) 

Figure 102: Walking route (adapted from Google Earth, 2016) 

(Adapted from Google Earth, 2016, by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 
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Figure 103: Images of the Heritage Tourist Attraction 

(All photos were taken by Niyomkar, P., 2017) 
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Proposed management plan of sustainable cultural landscape management in the 

community 

The intent of management plan for sustainable cultural landscape 

management in the community is to create a foundation for proposals that will 

encourage conservation of the overall site integrity and enhance visitor understanding 

the concept of cultural landscape for tourism. All visitor attractions are concerned 

with providing a quality service of some kind, then it can be appreciated that the 

design and operation of that system require efficient and thoughtful management. In 

simple terms, a site attraction is concerned with providing a service for its visitors 

whilst keeping the aims of conservation and possibly profit generation firmly on the 

agenda67 After analysis of site visits, data collected from questionnaires and in-depth 

interviews to define cultural significance of Tha Rae community area and were used 

to develop a sustainable cultural landscape reflecting the community and its cultural 

values. Data collected shows that people of Tha Rae live simple lives. Boats are still 

in use. Church and old buildings within communities still main~ain their values and 

have potentials to be promoted as tourism destination. Appropriate developments are 

indeed necessary to match up with the arrival and expectations of tourists. 

Improvement should be done for proposes 4 development plans. 

A. Area development 

According to the result of respondents it was found that 60% of total 

would like and interpretation centre. Therefore, the objective of Tha Rae 

interpretation is to enhance the understanding and appreciation of significance and 

values of the community to the visitor and host community68
. This program may also 

help to facilitate and encourage high level of public awareness and support for 

sustainable natural and cultural heritage. The following interpretation program and 

technique should be developed and established: 

67 Sharples, Liz , Yeo man, Ian and Leask, Anna. _Operations Management' , 
in Heritage Visitor Attractions: An Operations Management Perspective Edited by 
Anna Leask and Ian Yeoman, Thomson Learning, London, 2004, page 23-27 

68 ICOMOS, 2008. The ICOMOS Charter for the Interpretation and 
Presentation of Cultural Heritage Sites. I COM OS. 
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1. Set up Tha Rae interpretation centre (TIC) 

Citing the results of a questionnaire, Tha Rae is a large area full of 

historical details and made charming by the cultural landscape. However, the lack of 

background information may cause confusion to the tourists. The idea of an 

interpretation center should be planned for today and future of all Tha Rae heritage 

sites. As the Tha Rae cultural landscape is quite complex, the interpretation system 

should be planned from the first to the last points of traveling routes step by step. 

Tha Rae Sub-district Municipality should cooperate with all stakeholders to build an 

interpretation centre for The Tha Rae community (see example in Figures 104, 1 05). 

All stakeholders, especially local villagers should discuss together theme, messages, 

and its identity presented because it is a conception of their heritage and image of Tha 

Rae. Visitors should be encouraged to visit interpretation centre or Tha Rae Tourism 

Centre before they go to another area within the community to get information, 

explore and understanding the significance of cultural and natural environment, and 

other. The interpretation zone is important for visitors. They sho~Ild be encouraged to 

visit it first in order to appreciate and understand cultural landscape of Ban Tha Rae 

(see in figure 106). The meaning and icons in the St. Michael Church (Tha Rae 

temple) also should be given the description or interpretation. To make visitors 

understand and appreciate Tha Rae community, interpretation centre should present 

and exhibit an identity ofTha Rae as follows: 

-History and settlement of the community, 

- History and development of Church, 

- Architecture houses, 

- Local lifestyle and way of life, 

- Occupation, 

- Beliefs and values systems, 

- Traditional and special events, 

The architectural style of interpretation centre should be similar to the 

local architecture within the area (see Figure 105: Example style of local 

architecture). The conservation and regulation should be present in the centre as well. 



152 

Figure 104: Example style of interpretation centre 

(Source: http://www.visitcumbria.com/car/carlisle-tourist-information-centre/) 

Figure 1 05: Example style of local architecture 

(Source: Photo taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 

Figure 106: Exhibition show the development and history in interpretation centre 

(Source: http://www.visitstockholm.com/en/This-website/Stockholm

Visitor-Center/) 

1.1 Design and layout 

The design and layout of the TIC refers to the architecture of the 

building, the selected materials of construction, the interior design elements, and the 

types and locations of functional spaces. A good Interior design spaces includes: 
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Entry/lobby, Service desk, Information area, Visitor lounge, Internet station, 

Administrative office and storage room, Coffee shop. The design and layout of a TIC 

must be visually engaging and thus more likely to attract visitors, whilst a well

considered layout is necessary to ensure the TIC has the required functionality and 

spaces to meet the needs of the various types of visitor (Refer to table 1 0) . 

1.2 Visitor flow 

When designing the interior space of the TIC it is paramount to 

first determine how you would like visitors to move around the room; this may be in a 

controlled and logical flow, or alternatively a free-flowing design. Three common 

types of visitor flow designs and their advantages and disadvantages are in: Table 10 

Table 10: Example of the Visitor flow 

Advantages Disadvantages 

Free E n cou rages 
flo,ving b r o , vsing. 

flexi b l e 
d esign. "veil 
fbr s m a ll 
spaces . 

C irc u l a tio Exposes the 
n loop v i s i tor t o t h e 

great est 
runo W'lt of' 
inf"o n nati o n 
and 
m e r c handise. 

S pine 
layo u t 

Good f o r 
s mall spac e s. 
cotnbin es 
contro lled 
•noven'le n t 
"vit h free 
flo , ving 
e l e m e n ts. 

E n courages 
loit e ring . 
con fusion i f' 
log ical o rder is 
required f'or 
e xhibits. 

R e quire s large 
room space, c an 
c a use traffic 
bottle n e cks in 
b u s yTVJC . 

lruo rmation or 
services a t t he 
bac k of' t h e 
room receive 
l ess v isitatio n 
t han the f'ro nt of' 
the rootn. 

o 0 o 
~ 0 
0 

0 0~0 
'-D ~ (] -

- [) - (J -

0 --~ 0 

~0 f:o 
: 0 

L--o__, _(] : 0 

(Table adapt from: http://esrt.vn/data /filedownload/file/ FileDownload40.pdf, 

retrieved on March 1, 201 7, adapted by Niyornkar, P., 201 6.) 
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2. Tourist Centre 

Today, travelers research their travel plans v1a a range of resources 

including the internet, television, magazines and newspapers and guidebooks. 

However, often this information can be too general because it is developed to cater to 

the widest possible audience and in order to stay relevant for the longest period of 

time. For travelers, local, up to date information about the region's attractions, events 

and services is often required to ensure they have the best possible experience during 

their trip. Presently, the community does not have a visitor information centre. If the 

visitors need more deep information they have to call The Tourism Authority of 

Thailand (TAT): Nakon Phanom branch. The community should set up the visitor 

information centre with staff for providing maps, brochures and calendar of events. 

Tourists Centre therefore operate to fill this gap of supporting visitors with their travel 

in a region, whilst at the same time supporting the local economy by providing local 

businesses with the opportunity to promote themselves directly to the consumer. 

A good interpretive centre can provide valuable services to both a community and its 

visitors. It can offer the content of a history, the entertainment ~f a themed attraction 

and the services of a tourism information centre. Tourist centre should provide an 

appropriate number of volunteers working at the visitor centre to encourage visitors 

about the community significance. Examples of an efficient tourist centre as a good 

model to established for Tha Rae Community are show in Figure 107-1 08 

Figure 107-108: Tha Rae municipal district (Visitor !information Centre) 

(Source: All Photos were taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 
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3. Tourist boat 

Tourist boat should meet safety standard for the safety of tourists and 

better service. Engine and boat conditions must be checked before every 

schedule. The boat must be safe and life vests must be available for all passengers. 

Due to the community locates near Nong Ham Lake so it is appropriate for an 

optional tour: tourists can appreciate the scenery along the river and stop at the village 

before going to other main tourists attractions. 

4. Public Toilets 

Nowadays, there is no toilet provided for the tourists because it is not 

the main tourist attraction. The tourists can ask for the toilets at the school, the Church 

or restaurants. Toilets should be available for the tourists or visitors. Toilets may be at 

the orientation zone with the standard hygiene 

Figure 109: Toilet at the St. Michaels Cathedral 

(Source: Photo taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 

5. Souvenir shop 

Every tourist area should have souvenir shop for memorable products. 

Souvenir shop may be located in or out the orientation centre. Local people can be 

involved by making and selling local products as souvenir for tourists. The local 

products may be handicrafts, instant food and dessert with good designed, hygiene 

and showing unique characteristic. The tourists can buy printed materials, books or 
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postcards which have information and picture of the outstanding or landmark of the 

area at souvenir shop. 

Figure 110: Example of souvenir shop locate in tourism destination 

(Source: Photo taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 

6. Parking lot 

Presently, there are car parking lots at Saint Michaels Cathedral and 

Martino Hall. It is enough space for tourist vehicles in working days and the car 

parking. 

Figure 111 : The parking lot around the church 

(Source: http://mediastudio.co. th/2016/12/23/90142/, adapted by Niyomkar, 

P., 2016) 
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7. Shop and Restaurant 

According to the observation, there are a small number of restaurants in 

Tha Rae community and lack of variety. In normal occasion, there are a few 

restaurants operated, most of them are noodle shop, cooked to order and only one is 

local Thai restaurant name Tha Nam restaurant. However, in special occasion like 

traditional event, there are a lot of restaurants opened on street food. Moreover, the 

results of visitors' questionnaire show that the variety of food should be improve and 

the food should be the local food (for example Vietnam noodle or Isam food). In term 

of local shop, villagers sell their product such as local sweet, vegetables, and several 

kind of homemade detergent. 

8. Accommodation 

There is no accommodation for tourist available in Tha Rae community. 

Most of visitors are just dropping by of making a short visit for walking around the 

community or join on Christmas festival. The cultural aspects are not revealed clearly, 

therefore the visitors do not pay much attention on cultural r~sources and do not 

recognize the meaning of this place, and rather they prefer this place as a stop before 

going to somewhere else. 

B: Interpretation and presentation technique 

1. Signage 

Signage should be the comprehensive plan. All the type of sign within 

the community should be the same style with Thai and English language. The 

message on signs should be simple and not provided too many messages. A size and 

graphics should be easily to be seen and read. 
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Figure 112: The example of description sign 

(Photo taken by Niyomkar, P. , 2016) 

Figure 113: The signage show the direction to the St. Michaels Cathedral 

(Photo taken byNiyomkar, P., 2017) 

2. Brochures and Maps 
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Brochures and maps can accompany each other or each can stand alone. 

Brochures and Maps are the easiest way to get information to a community's tourists. 

Often maps have short explanatory interpretations of major sites on the reverse side. 

Maps can show tourist highlights, heritage trail routes and include out-of-town 

destinations as well. While Brochures can guide a visitor's trip by telling them where 

to go in Ban Tha Rae and what to see and why those places and activities are 

significant to the community. However, map of Tha Rae does not have English 

version for foreigner. The result of questionnaire (chapter 5) showed that the 

brochures and maps have not evenly been distributed by the community for tourists. 

Therefore, the community should produce enough brochures to meet the needs of 

tourists and to be placed in major points within important sites such as the Tourism 

Authority of Thailand Headquarters and in the area of Central Region, Office of Tha 

Rae Municipality as well as in the tourist locations in the community. All brochures 

and Maps should address the airport and bus terminals. The suggestion is to promote 

Tha Rae community to become known, updated information can be sent to Tourism 

Authority of Thailand. 



Figure 114: Brochure of Star Parade Festival (Christmas) 
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Figure 115: Tha Rae Historic Community Brochure 

Figure 116: Tha Rae Community Map 
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3. Guide book 

Presently, Tha Rae community does not have a guild book; therefore 

the Tha Rae Municipal should contain a detail about historical and cultural together 

with natural landscape in Tha Rae community. It will usually include information 

about sights, accommodation, restaurants, transportation, and activities. 

Figure 117: Example of Guide book 

(Source: http://www .mu-ku-ra.com/20 14/08/travel-guides-penang.html) 

C. Community training program 

1. Local Guide trainings 

Local guides are necessary they may be citizens, students, nov1ce 

monks or monks. Local guides should be trained in short training program rather than 

having the qualification test program. This would attract local people to be interested. 

The local guide can be the key success of interpretation by the onsite method. Survey 

result shows that both of foreign tourists and Thai tourists want local guide as their 

tour leader and information provider, therefore, trainings for local guides are 

necessary. In addition, local guides will develop awareness on how to protect the 

heritage ofthe community as well. Guides (Volunteer) 
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At present guides at this site are not available. Guides at the site are the 

best tool to explain visitors to understand everything at the community including 

significance and heritage value of the history of Tha Rae community, and special 

aspects such as the unique tradition of Christmas Stars Parade, aesthetics and social 

values. So, the community should provide at least 1 person during Monday till 

Friday and holidays or weekend should add more 3-5 persons. Due to the community 

being located near Kasetsart University (Sakon Nakhon Campus), guides may 

be conscribes and voluntary students. The advantage of local guides is 

in representing the heritage values of the community because they can explain each 

value as well as building a consciousness to conserve and love the site through 

two-way communication. 

2. Locals awareness 

Locals are the owners of the area and they will be directly affected if 

the area is promoted as tourist attractions, they are the one who know a lot about their 

own place therefore, they must be involved in all activities fro~ meeting, feasibility 

survey planning and management of tourist attractions. Moreover, Locals should be 

encouraged and aware of the importance of cleanliness. 

D: Tourism activity and cultural festival 

The tangible heritages are not enough for tourism. The intangible heritages 

such as music, local festivals and ritual can be promoted. From the history of Tha 

Rae, culture and tradition of the community can be developed as tourism attraction. 

However, it must have promotion plan for some religious ceremony such as Tha Rae 

Stars Parade Festival and the celebration at the Saint Michael Church to make a new 

choice and tourism activities. Promote and encourage locals to take part in all events 

especially religious activities should be established for tourism promotion. Because 

the area around the old buildings and the Saint Michaels church is used for annual 

religious activities, the locals should develop the good environment for tourist 

attraction such as planting more trees and flowers or making beautiful light with stars. 

Followings are some idea about the festival ; 
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Evening activities should involve only cerebration, performing arts and 

other exhibitions together, probably, with mocked up history. 

The opportunity to promote OTOP (One Tumbon One Product) project 

for the community. For example, by studying significant Star Paper craft Model such 

as "Tha Rae" style image, the villagers can create replicas of the Star Paper craft 

Model and sell them along with its history as souvenir. 

Day activities should focus on academic issue permitting the catholic 

to participate by delivering presentation of their own culture. 

Figure 118: Tha Rae Stars Parades Festival 

(Source: All Photos were taken by Niyornkar, P ., 20 16) 
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Conservation Plan for Tha Rae Community 

The Rae zoning and guidelines to conserve cultural landscape 

Create Tha Rae zoning: Business area, high density and low density, and 

buffer zone. It would be possible through an appropriate management process to 

control and provide guideline for the other development in the future. The aim of this 

would be to create Tha Rae zoning plan to ensure good and suitable practice in 

conservation of the community and to preserve as well as maintain authenticity of all 

significance elements in the community. Outline Tha Rae urban design and planning 

guidelines for a new development which achieves conservation objectives. At this 

process, all stakeholders, include the community, will be involved in developing 

conservation policy and implementation strategies. As being a part of developing 

policy and strategies writers, there will be more potential that the policy and strategies 

will be seriously carried out by the community. Therefore, zoning is an effective tool 

for protecting the significant value of the cultural heritage place, if it has been 

established circumspectly. The reasons that good land use guid'!-fice is important can 

include preserving property values. Refer to chapter 3 Historic contexts: Tha Rae 

Community, Tha Rae Community can be analysis in four zones set out below; 

Zone A :Centre busmess and Public area 

Zone C A rcs1dential area with a low density 

Zone B A rcs1dentml area wllh a h1gh 

Figure 119: Tha Rae 

zoning (Adapted from 

dens11y Google Earth, 2016, by 

ZoneD Surroundmgarca Niyomkar, P., 2016) 
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Zone A: Centre business and Public area 

Zone A is the central area ofTha Rae community which contains 

many public facilities as; 

- Local market & shop house 

- Small local industries 

- Public health Center 

- Archangel Michael Cathedral, Tha Rae 

- Martino Hall 

- Fire station 

- Tha Rae municipal district 

Zone B: High density residential area 

Most of the houses located in this area are more than 50 years 

old, several houses more than 100 years; also most of them are Thai traditional style. 

This area contains a lot of outstanding thing and tourist attraction as; 

- Several old houses (including with old mansiOns and 

shophouse; see in chapter four) 

- Restaurants and coffee shops 

- Tha Rae Old Port (presently, this area is the Tha Rae public 

park) 

- Tha Rae fresh market 

- Nong Ham Lake 

Zone C: Low density residential area 

Houses in Zone C are also located close to their rice fields. Most 

houses in this area are Thai traditional style and Thai typical style. Road and water 

transportation are available and it is easy to go to other places. This area contains an 

outstanding thing as; 

- Several old houses 

-Saint Joseph Thare School 

- Police station 

- Post office 

- Fatima Seminary 

- Rice fields. 
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ZoneD: Surrounding area 

Most of areas are rice fields which can connect to the other area 

by car and boat. Farmers who have rice fields located next to the Nong Ham Lake can 

use water from it to grow rice. Road in this area, some parts are asphalt and concrete. 

This area contains an outstanding thing as; 

- Tha Rae cemetery 

- Don Gem Public Park 

- Don Pho Public Park 

Policies guideline for historic landscape conservation 

Every effect should be made to ensure existing inhabitants are not displaced as 

a result of any restoration activities, it is critical that local people participate all stages 

in planning, restoration activities (Example in The Tha Tien, Bangkok69
. One 

outcome of restoration at Tha Tien was that some residents did not return and some 

shophouses changed character/use, example to coffee shop catering for tourists). 

Since most of the heritage building are houses that are still being used, the restoration 

to make it appropriate for living in and continuing their way of life should be adapted. 

Therefore, the planning for historic landscape conservation in Tha Rae community 

should be controlled by these suggested policies which are; 

1. Prioritizing the four old buildings for restoration. All houses should be 

preserved and restored by using similar material as the original one 

2. Organizing meeting with the church and local people for plan the 

conservation project. 

3. New building development should be made after the careful research. 

4. For changing in function of the houses, or design new building 

development, or new plant the decision must be based on the consideration with 

respectful for the rightfulness or properness of the original purpose of the area. 

69 Cultural Resources Management in Historic Community in Bangkok: 
The Tha Tian Case. Asst.Prof. Dr.Yongtanit Pimonsathean Faculty of Architecture 
and Planning, Tharnmasat University Thailand 
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5. The landscape design and new plant m the new development area 

should be similar or same type to previous landscape. 

6. Signs in the Tha Rae areas should not cause any visible effects. 

7. Streets cape should improve the appearance of space. 

The proposed uses in optional discussion for the conservation and management 

of the Ong Plerng's Mansion. 

The architectural style ofTha Rae Community is the model typical of Thai 

Isam with a mix of Western and Vietnamese influence. The enquiry with most people 

in the community reveals that the vernacular architecture is beautiful with historic 

value, should be restored and renovated to preserve the original state. Buildings to be 

constructed or addition of any section of the building should be harmonious with the 

original building as much as possible. Therefore, the optimal level of conservation is 

to restore and conserve (Conservation). For this part, although the old mansions are a 

private property, but it is also a shared-heritage which belongs to ,Tha Rae community 

as a whole and everyone in general public who really care for it. Since the mansion 

has been permanently abandoned for many years and there is insufficient maintenance 

leading to deterioration, hence we need to restore this old mansion by introducing the 

renovation or adaptive re-use approach whereby the original forms of the buildings 

should be preserved as far as possible while allowing modifications and alterations to 

accommodate new uses. Table 11 outlines and discusses the existing conservation 

options by comparing and describing their positive and negative impacts and, finally, 

identifying the desired options. Since the main approach of the project is primarily 

aimed and scoped to the renovation or adaptive re-use concepts for new public-benefit 

uses (changed from a private residential use) with shared public-private partnership; 

then the option discussion as confined to the consideration of a variety types of 

"public uses" that are the most suitable for the project. There are four options for 

organizing the project. Table 11 provides the following three alternative discussion 

options below; 
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Table 11 The proposed uses in optional discussion for the conservation and 

management of the Ong Plerng's Mansion. 

Option Proposal Positive Impact Negative Impact 

1 Do Nothing, Leave - The house will deteriorate 

the group of and eventually erode away. 

buildings at the The significance would be 

house as is and totally lost. 

monitor its 

condition 

2 Adaptation for -To create more social - It may create noise 

activity center value as the place for pollution for neighbors 

socializing. because of using 

megaphone or stereo. 

3 Community - The community could - The museum and 

Museum, Gallery, promote and tells its presentation cost for 

Souvenirs ' shop stories through the creating, installing and 

exhibition interpretation maintenance are quite high 

and presentation, and which might burden the 

also by the products in overall conservation and 

Souvenirs' shop. management costs. 

- Some uses (e.g. - New public uses might 

gallery renting, disturb the normal life of 

beverages and snacks Tha Rae residences that 

services, Souvenirs' live around the heritage 

products) that are able to place, particularly for 

generate the return activities at nights, 

(incomes) to the pollutions and other 

projects. sensitive cultural issues. 



168 

-The strength ofbuilding 

structure might be harm by 

the number of visitors 

4 Adaptation for the -The visitors will have -Place may get too 

Resting Place for the place for taking a crowded.-visitors may 

visitors rest when get tired from make the place dirty 

walking and shopping in because food and beverage 

the community, beside they brought in. 

they can have food, - have to hire maids for 

dessert and beverage cleaning the place this 

, that bough from the mean the cost for Tha Rae 

community, here. Municipality. 
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Figure 120: Ong Plerng's Mansion. 

(Source: All Photos were taken by Niyomkar, P., 2016) 

Guidelines Cultural Landscape Management for Tourism Plan 

The management plan has been developed with information directly 

gathered from all aspects of stakeholders and all requirements considered meaningful 

for tourism development of Tha Rae. Researcher has observed, participated in 

activities and conducted in-depth interviews with stakeholders for two and a half 
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years. Therefore, this management plan is aimed to help solve problems and fulfill 

needs of stakeholders of Tha Rae community in their attempts to develop tourism 

attraction and carry forward Tha Rae to become a successful tourism destination. 

SWOT analysis 

Table 12 SWOT analysis 

Strengths Weakness Opportunities Threats 

Unique character -People are Special events and Returned benefits 

particularly 99% interested in the themed festivals base from tourism are 

are Christian dog meat on religious activities used to maintain 

community in market. (Christmas Stars physical urban 

Thailand -Tradition to Parade festival) environment. 

consume dog 

meat. 

Religious Lack of Potential to develop The interpretation 

ceremonies still coordinated as the secondary plan is the most 

perform and have tourism tourism attraction important to 

own uruqueness. development represent how Tha 

Rae cui tural 

landscape is 

important. 

The cultural and People in 

ethnical diversity community have 

which lives with no inspiration 

harmony. and motivation 

to generate 

tourism industry 

based on 

community. 
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Outstanding of 

cultural landscape 

characteristics. 

High value of 

natural site and 

uruqueness. 

Management of cultural landscape 

1. The announcement of protected area at Tha Rae community, including 

vicinity areas in accordance to the town development plan of Tha Rae municipality 

and other connecting areas. 

2. The enforcement of building and environment law within the preserved 

areas by announcing the enforcement of building law Act 1979 with overall town plan 

and specific town plan. 

3. Involve the people in the community in decision-m~king on guideline to 

control and manage as well as encouraging knowledgeable local leader to plan and 

manage this cultural landscape. 

4. Promote Tha Rae community into being the significant area that the 

emphasis should be places on its beauty and uniqueness of the local people. This also 

includes refurbishment, renovation and correction of the wrong. 

5. Create the pilot project to preserve and manage the environment and arts 

of Tha Rae community, in order for the more sustainable plans in the future. Promote 

Tha Rae community into being sustainable community town in the plan of economic 

and community development. 

6. Encourage people in the community to receive knowledge, learn the 

historical importance of the local community to create pride of the traditional way of 

life. By manage this promote the sub-committee for environmental preservation of 

Sak:on Nak:hon province to become the local organization that is responsible for 

maintaining local cultural heritage, as well as encouraging people to become 

knowledgeable local leader. Fine Arts Department should register archeological sites 
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and artifacts which have architectural artistic value for preservation within the 

community 

7. Preservation and development to create benefits for local community. 

Encourage local private organisations that involve with Arts and Environmental 

preservation, cultural landscape, as well as general public to become involve by using 

economic tactic to motivate people including honoring those who know the value and 

participate with this preservation. 



Chapter 7 

Conclusion and recommendation 

Disscussion 

To approach cultural landscape of Tha Rae community need sufficient 

management that is systematic planned. A key factor towards the community is 

transforming meaning including the significance and its cultural landscape values to 

not only tourists for income generating but also should comprise of the related all 

stakeholders such as local residents, abbot of Michael church and government. In the 

past, the Tha Rae's restoration of buildings had done without consideration to the 

conservation of the original style or the aesthetic. For the style, they just consider not 

to against the law. For the conservation of Tha Rae community, the guidance is that 

the restoration or any reconstruction should be done under the consideration to 

conserve the style and the aesthetic of ancient community. The contractors must 

present the design which shown to the intention to conserve the historic community 

toward the related organization for the inspection. Here are many old vernacular 

houses and buildings in Tha Rae community each problem should be gradually 

solved, at the same time with the officers' attention and the responsibility of the 

community to protect those problems could not be happened again. Refer to the data 

analysis, the benefits from its value of Tha Rae Community gives many benefits as 

follows; Firstly, for keeping cultural diversity toward the famous place of religious 

festival (Star Parades festival) toward one of the important historic spiritual places in 

northeast, and those specific goods and the occupations of local area. Secondary, for 

keeping proximity of relationships in the community, those are relationship with the 

place and relationship with trading style of community. Thirdly, for aesthetic value, 

that is the compound of historic buildings, which comprise the shop houses, the 

church, and the old building which has influence architecture style. 
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from western. And lastly, for economic gain, the community can get the benefits from 

the conservation, by functioning and making use of historic buildings, the cultural 

tourism, and the accessing facilities to the area. It can be said that, the process of 

conservation is too aware the values of community and will lead to a sense of the 

need preservation ranging from this generation to future generation. These impacts 

can be conducted to preserve the values of community. The author needs to know 

how to manage the visitors in the right way to visit the site and enhance the visitor's 

sense of place that will in tum enhance their awareness and understanding. Thus, the 

principles of cultural landscape for tourism will help achieve goals both local 

residents and visitors. At present, reflects on the way of life of people in the past and 

the French influence in Southeast Asia. It is a good start to further understand the 

topic thoroughly in the culture of the people. In order to study the historical events 

and its literature, one must take time; therefore the cultural context and setting must 

be preserved at the historical site and the community area. To reached the question 

essential factors that shaped the community cultural landscape. Mapping cultures of 

Tha Rae community was the most fundamental technic and appropriate accessing 

method as Cook and Taylor suggested (Cook & Taylor, 2012). Regarding cultural 

heritages within Tha Rae cultural landscape, although at risk of either deterioration or 

disappearance from this cultural landscape, there are small numbers but significant 

remaining heritages that are as tangible as archaeological sites, vernacular 

architectures, local products, and as intangible as folk tales based on Christianity and 

Buddhist belief that are still in presented. Refer to the question problems what are the 

key values of Tha Rae Community relevant to the sustainability in term of cultural 

landscape management as tourism destination, again, from the questionnaires and in

dept interview used in this research, it was found that this community is a tested 

model of sustainability and can be considered the outcome of a model relationship 

between culture and nature that is livable, participatory and sustainable. In addition, 

they tell us the story of a people and how they have transformed the natural landscape 

into the cultural landscape. The stakeholder should conserve archaeological sites, 

antiquities, architecture and culture as well as ensure that the distribution of income in 

the area and nearby communities is fair. However, communities need to be aware that 

the management of the area to tourist attraction will benefit them because; They will 
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be proud of their own communities; They can earn additional income; This will be a 

model for community service; This will be a platform for locals and tourists to 

exchange experiences. The historical evidence must be protected while awaiting 

future exploration. Moreover, from its significance and the current state of the 

problem, without proper plan on the cultural landscape would only worsen the 

problem, while other problems may also arise. Therefore it is important to manage 

this local cultural landscape and as this community is a sensitive community, the 

guideline and the management of the environment should be done under proper study 

and measures with effectiveness to suit the context of the situation of Tha Rae 

community. 

Conclusion: Tha Rae community approach to sustainable of 

cultural landscape management 

At the end of the paper, the study draws a conclusion on a 'cultural 

landscape' of Tha Rae community in Sakon Nakhon. It is true for Tha Rae, as stated 

by Zakariya et al. (2013), that the changed settings has a strong influence on the types 

of activities that people can do, which eventually lead to the different place meanings 

between different groups of people, for example between locals and visitors. Changes 

on settings or developments should be kept in mind that they will change activities 

and meanings of those places in historic cities. As a result, will change a sense of 

place of historic/cultural landscape cities. This section ends with the observations on 

the city real essence of a 'cultural landscape' as follows: 

As a living cultural landscape community, Tha Rae is full of religious 

hubs, especially Michael Church, and cultural heritages. According to records, the 

'historical' characteristic is still of the essence today. The natural environment is also 

one of the significant characteristics of Tha Rae. Adjacent to Nong Ham Lake and 

Phu Phan mountain rank. It adds significance to the community and becomes one of 

the significant Sakon Nakhon' s tourist landmarks. Nonetheless, these physical 

characteristics are in the changing process affecting from the economic pressure and 

tourism. It seems true that the economic pressure on city development is high. 
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Accordingly, the Tha Rae municipal district and other stakeholders with the diversity, 

it is important to 'plan' and act in accordance with its cultural assets to conserve a 

'place' for everyone. Finally, it can be stated here again that the local resident is the 

key factor in maintaining the spirit of a place in Tha Rae community cultural 

landscape. 

In order to achieve effective objectives of cultural landscape management 

and promoting of Tha Rae Community as tourist destination, it is very important to 

call for awareness and cooperation among every all stakeholders as followed; 

1. The local organizations such as local authority, school, temple and local 

active groups or leaders should maintain their efficient roles in cultural heritage 

management of the place including more rigid control about further expansion of the 

community in the future. 

2. There should be more publicity to communicate and present the 

attractiveness of the community with long and invaluable cultural history to the 

people outside the community domestically and internationally. There are a lot of 

attractions of the places, people, things, and events in the community, including the 

housing style, local products, culture, and custom. Notably, there are few groups of 

people outside the community know about them. Targeted marketing strategies such 

as travel or lifestyle section in the newspaper, radio, website, and famous T.V. show 

and travel magazine would be main strategic channels to reach participants 

economically. Create cultural tourism network will enhance visitor _s awareness for 

visiting Tha Rae. 

3. There are many places surround Tha Rae community concerning as 

cultural landscape tourist attractions. From the research, I have found that many 

visitors had visited those places before coming at Tha Rae, and also found that they 

would go to visit other places nearby before returning their home. Respondents 

suggested that Tha Rae community needs interesting presentations for visitors which 

could increase heritage value and visitor awareness. Moreover, there is lack of local 

guides who had enough knowledge to explain or tell about Architecture style, story 

and meaning of craftsmanship Vietnamese artist and to reveal history of the 
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community which held much cultural significance in National level. Again, it was 

found that visitors are interested in the sense of place. Therefore it is proposed that the 

suggested to create travel route, cultural mapping and/or Tha Rae tourism landscape 

program would call more visitors to come at this community. Moreover, they think 

the traditional (stars parade festival) and beautiful church are the most significant. 

Continuous public relation should be done to attract tourists and promote cultural 

tourism in Tha Rae (especially during stars parade festival), Brochures or leaf-lets 

should be prepared for visitors because some visitors did not receive it. 

Recommendation 

1. Even though the preservation guideline has been created, but it has not 

yet been fully utilized. People in the community should be encouraged to form a 

community action group that in turn would push government agencies to focus on 

preservation in accordance to the guideline that people in the community and local 

government agree upon. 

2. Utilize environmental fund and other funds to enforce conservation of 

cultural heritage recourses and to use as supporting mechanism for the reservation and 

adaptation of old buildings of old architectures. These types of buildings could be 

used as local museum to educate people to refurbish them correctly and to use it as 

local government office. 

3. The relevant government agencies should establish measures and 

vanous projects to spread knowledge on local arts, the management of cultural 

landscape by the local government agencies, District administration organization, and 

the budget plan for the development should be set by all agencies. 

4. The management of cultural landscape, especially m the specific 

communities should also manage the perception of the majority of the people as well. 

By having open attitude towards various cultures and to create better understanding 

that having mixed cultures is the foundation of strength for the true society 
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Suggestion for future research 

In relation to this dissertation, there should be future research to be taken 

as the following; 

1. The author suggests that it should be conducted in order to evaluate the 

potentials of being developed into spirit of place or/and Handing down of culture 

in Sakon Nakhon. One such topic, directly linked to the Saint Michael Cathedral and 

Tha Rae issue, is the history and heritage of the Catholic communities in the Sakon 

Nakhon. All of they have, in some sense, descended from Mission Tha Rae -

Nhongsaeng church and its community; they have also hand down a significant, 

colonial-style architecture. 

2. Follow up with effective models of interpretation plans and techniques 

proposed for Tha Rae community and how to gain more attention from wider 

audience. 

3. The future research should be undertaken on the collaboration between 

all stakeholders include the local government of Tha Rae, the local people, TAT, 

Department of Fine Arts, and other related units in regard of cultural landscape for 

tourism and conservation ofthe community. 
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Questionnaire on Tha Rae Community Approach to Sustainable 

Cultural Landscape Management 

This questionnaire is used for getting information from visitors who visit in Tha Rae 

community. The questionnaire can be divided into 5 parts. 

Part 1: Demographic Data of visitors ofTha Rae community 

Part 2: The analysis of respondents 's awareness of cultural landscape sites in Tha Rae 

Community 

Part 3: The analysis of respondents ' s Satisfaction,expect and requirement 

Part 4: The development program for the site as the tourism destination 

----····------

Part 1: Demographic Data of visitors of Tha Rae community 

Please write the sign I in the parentheses (/) on related item 

1. Gender ()Male () Female 

2. Age () below15 () 15-24 () 25-34 () 35 and over 

3. Education 

( ) Secondary school ( ) Diploma ( ) Bachelor degree ( ) Higher than Bachelor degree 

4. Occupation 

( ) Government officials ( ) Employee ( ) Tradesperson 

5. Average income per month 

( ) Less than 10,000 Bht. ( ) 10,000 - 20,000 Bht. 

() 20,001 - 30,000 Bht. () Over 30,000 Bht. 

6. Why do you come here? 

()Tourist 

( ) Visit the church/other religious center 

( ) Visit friend 

()Other 

( ) house wife 



Part 2: The analysis of respondents awareness of cultural landscape sites in 

Tha Rae Community (undertaken cultural landscape mapping) 

191 

7. What is the image of the Tha Rae community and surrounding area? (Can choose 

more than one) 

( ) Cultural area ( ) Historic area 

( ) Catholic Community ()Attractive tourism 

()Vietnamese in Sakon Nakhon 

8. What is your impression of the Tha Rae community and surrounding area? 

(Can choose more than one) 

()History of this area ()Way of life ()Image 

( ) Old buildings with values ( ) Traditional and culture ( ) Others 

9. What is the most popular activities in Tha Rae? 

()Join local events e.g. Star Parade Festival 

()Learn local wisdom (fishing, farming) 

( ) Sightseeing Boat Trip 

()Other 

( ) Walking around community 

()St. Michael's Cathedral 

( ) Shopping/Eating 

10. What are the places you know surrounding this area? (Can choose more than one) 

()Old Buildings ()Don Gem Park ()Don Pho Park 

()St. Michael's Cathedral ()Sacred place ( ) Tha Rae old port 

()Other 
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Part 3: The analysis of respondents's Satisfaction,expect and requirement 

The respondents were requested to score each of the components of tourism 

industry at Tha Rae Community on the levels of satisfaction. The interval of the five

point Likert-type scale was set from 1 to 5 (5= Very satisfied, 4= Satisfied , 3= Neither 

satisfied nor dissati sfied, 2= Dissatisfied and 1 = Very dissatisfied) 

Issues 5 4 3 2 1 

Guidepost (outside community) Symbol and site 

information 

Signage(directional signs, overall map, interpretation 

signs) 

Parking area 

Toilet/Rest room 

Rubbish bins 

Restaurant 

Brochure, leaflets 

Safeguarding historic site 

Sightseeing Boat trip 

Cultural festival in special event (Star Parade 

Festival) 

Visited St Michael's Cathedral 

Visited old buildings 

Visited Don Gum Park 

Overall cultural and Natural Landscape 
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Part 3: The analysis of respondents's expect and requirement 

This part shows that level of things that respondents would like to experience 

more and things that can increase the satisfaction of respondents if it is well 

developed and managed. The levels of requirement are 5 = most required, 4 = 

required, 3 = neutral, 2 = a bit required, and 1 = least required. 

Issues 5 4 3 2 1 

Community Environment 

Guide post, Symbol and site 

information 

Community identity 

Public safety 

Cleanness and litter bin 

Parking lot 

Products and Activities 

Local GuideNolunteers 

Boat trip 

Cultural tourism tour by linking to 

Other area 

Souvenir shops 

Home stay 

Visitor Centre 

Sightseeing by ride bicycle 
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Part 3:. The analysis of visitors11 perception and site interest by descriptive 

statistics, which were frequency and percentage 

Issues 

Tha Rae Tourism Resources Known Interest 

Amount Amount 

Old Buildings (Mansions) 

Tha Rae Fresh Market 

St Michael's Cathedral 

Old bell 

Bell tower 

Star Parade Festival 

Way of life (fisherman) 

Ancient wood houses 

Don Gem Park 

Tha Rae Beef Noodle food 

Vietnamese noodle food 

Grid pattern of community 

Part 4: The development program for the site as the tourism destination 

1. To What extent does the Tha Rae Community have potential to attract tourist? 
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2. What were essential factors that shaped the community cultural landscape to what 

it is in the present? 

3. To what are the key values ofTha Rae Community relevant to the sustainability in 

term of cultural landscape management as tourism destination? 

Suggestion 
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